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Front  Cover:  On  January  19th  Class  47  727  “Rebecca”  thrashes  hard  away  from  
Sleaford  working  6Z57  Boston  Docks  -­‐  Washwood  Heath.  Daniel  Stanbridge

This  Page:  Class  97  302  and  97  303  are  seen  crossing  Barmouth  Bridge
with  6Z97  Shrewsbury  -­‐  Porthmadog  on  February  12th.  
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Welcome  to  Issue  54  of  Railtalk  Magazine.  Each  month  we  bring  you  a  jam  packed  round  up  of  the  best  pictures,  news  and  reports.  

important  one  being....    will  the  sun  make  an  appearance  this  month.

On  a  more  serious  note,  this  month  marked  the  10th  anniversary  of  the  Great  Heck  Rail  Disaster  where  10  people  tragically  lost  their  lives.  

  Thanks

mailto:entries%40railtalk.net?subject=submissions
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  Charter Scene

Bingley  whist  heading  towards  Carlisle.  Ben  Bucki  

West  Coast’s  Class  57  601  providing  much  needed  heat.  Steve  Thompson

during  a  snow  shower.  Steve  Thompson
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Great  Western  Hall  Class  No.  4965  “Rood  Ashton  Hall”  gathers  pace  as  it  

to  Tyseley  on  February  12th.  Mark  Walker



98

Great  Western  Hall  Class  No.  4965  “Rood  Ashton  Hall”  

Wayne  Radford
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running  through  Edale.  
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Colin  Irwin
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Real  nuts  blog  at  Railnuts.com

RAIL  NUTS  is  the  answer  to  all  your  dreams!  You  can  blog  away  to  like-­‐minded  people  all  day  long.  RAIL  
NUTS  is  dedicated  to  people  worldwide  who  are  passionate  about  railways.  Not  just  engines,  but  the  whole  
railway  scene.  The  railways  changed  and  enhanced  our  world  now  RAIL  NUTS  can  increase  the  clarity  of  
your  interest.  Join  a  community  of  passionate,  like-­‐minded  people  who  wish  to  get  the  facts  right.  The    

latest  technology  will  be  employed  to  give  you  absolutely  top  quality  photographs  and  yes,  more    
                     importantly,  videos,  enabling  all  of  us  to  see  in  real      

                           mundane  events,  happening  on       
                           railways  throughout  the  world.

http://www.railnuts.com
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working  5Z70,  its  test  train,  through  Eldroth  on  the  Wennington  line,  
February  8th.  David  Hollowood
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were  problems  with  leaking  cylinders  and  a  faulty  air  pump.  Colin  Irwin
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Here  the  unit  is  seen  stabled  in  Bedford  Carriage  Sidings  whilst  the  Train  Crew  had  their  break.  Steve  Madden
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Wayne  Radford



2524

Southend  Daytripper  -­‐  www.retrorailtours.co.uk
The  tour  will  run  on  Saturday  28th  May  2011    picking  up  at:

  

  
  

To  book,  you  can  visit  our  website  www.retrorailtours.co.uk  
  

Deduct  £5  from  price  below    
if  booked  before  1st  May  

Standard  Class  -­‐  £59  
First  Class  -­‐  £94

Premier  Dining  -­‐  £165

http://www.retrorailtours.co.uk
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  Class  20  305,  20  308,  20  301  and  20  302  are  seen  working  8X23  

on  February  9th.  Wayne  Radford

Pictures
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  Steve  Thompson

  on  the  Northampton  loop  with  three  RMC  wagons.  
Paul  Godding

Pete  Cheshire
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service  on  February  26th.  Richard  Hargreaves
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Class  31  465  idles  through  Sleaford  working  2Q88  Derby  RTC  -­‐  Derby  RTC  
via  Grantham  and  Skegness  test  train  with  DBSO  9701  was  on  the  rear,

January  19th.  Daniel  Stanbridge
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The  last  two  Class  508s  for  store  at  Telford  railfreight  terminal  arrived  in  February.
This  is  Class  66  843  with  the  pair  running  as  6Z51  Rugby  -­‐  Donnington  RFT  

paused  at  Wellington  on  February  16th.  
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On  January  19th,  Class  47  727  “Rebecca”  passes  Sleaford  with  the  steel  
hoods  brought  up  from  Eastleigh  by  66  845  a  few  weeks  earlier,  

  

Daniel  Stanbridge
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David  Hollowood



4140

Daniel  Stanbridge

leading  20  301,  73  209,  20  302  and  20  305.  Daniel  Stanbridge

Lewis  Mitchell

Below:  Freightliner’s  Class  86  637  and  86  610  head  through  Church  Brampton  on  the  Northampton  loop  
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leads  the  1Q09  Derby  RTC  -­‐  Machynlleth  carriage  sidings  test  train  back  across  the

97  304  is  about  to  come  into  view  as  it  tails  the  train.  Gary  S.  Smith
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Lewis  Mitchell

Derek  Elston

Chris  Stanley

Daniel  Stanbridge
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on  February  8th.  working  on  February  11th.  Derek  Elston

This  would  have  been  a  smart  livery  for  the  Class  37s    (If  only  DB  had  picked  
ones  that  worked  for  longer,  or  at  all!).  Class  37  419  sits  at  Toton  

on  February  12th,  its  future  unknown.  Richard  Hargreaves
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Freightliner  Class  90s  have  recently  been  allocated  to  these  services,  and  in  this  case  
Freightliner’s  Class  90  041  was  propelling  the  set  from  the  rear..  
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compared  to  the  rest  of  the  classes  9  car  length,  is  seen  passing  through  Crewe  

February  8th.  
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with  a  service  to  Manchester  Piccadilly.  

  John  Coleman

Below:  On  February  12th,  in  a  bid  to  save  paths  south  of  Doncaster  owing  to  engineering  

180  105,  which  was  working  1A60  Sunderland  -­‐  Doncaster.  The  two  units  were  coupled,  

how  terribly  sensible.  Steve  Thompson
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Class  73  107  is  seen  on  the  rear  of  a  Network  Rail  test  train  as  it

Class  73  138  was  at  the  head  of  the  train.  John  Coleman
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Above:  On  February  18th,  Class  60  096  passes  through  Newport  with  6B13  Robeston  -­‐  Westerleigh
Murco  tanks.  Lewis  Mitchell

become  historical.  Arriva  Trains  Wales  Class  57  315  passes  through  Crewe  into  the  sun  heading  for  Shrewsbury  and  
Above:  Class  59  101  is  seen  passing  through  Swindon  on  a  wet  and  miserable  February  15th.  Derek  Elston
Below:  DB  Schenker  liveried  Class  60  011  winds  its  way  through  Manchester  on  February  16th.  Colin  Irwin
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Above:  Seen  passing  through  Coaley  on  February  21st,  Class  60  096  is  
working  6B13  Robeston  -­‐  Westerleigh.  Lewis  Mitchell

Lewis  Mitchell

Above:  Class  60  003  and  60  017  are  seen  in  the  sun  at  Toton  on  February  12th.  Richard  Hargreaves
Below:  EuroShed  Class  66  191  speeds  through  Doncaster  on  February  26th  with  the  

northbound  Plasmor  working.  Paul  Godding
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Paul  Godding

works  at  Doncaster  on  February  26th.  Richard  Hargreaves

China  Clay  working  on  February  16th.  Colin  Irwin

John  Coleman
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David  Hollowood
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DRS  Class  37  668  and  37  510  pass  through  Great  Bowden,  near  Market  Harborough  with  the  
6Z51  Stockton  to  Sheerness  scrap  train  on  February  2nd.  John  Coleman
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original  livery.  However  on  January  27th,  Class  180  102  was  employed  on  

Derek  Elston

past  Peak  Dale  on  February  26th.  John  Edkins

passing  through  Waterloo  East  on  February  24th.  Wayne  Radford
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doubt  that  at  the  current  rate  if  they  will  all  get  done  before  the  franchise  is  re-­‐let.  

through  Coaley  on  February  21st.  Lewis  Mitchell

John  Coleman

a  dull  February  4th  with  a  northbound  liner.  
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“Redhill  1894  –  1994”  and  Network  Rail  
liveried  Class  73  138  pass  through  
Clapham  Jct.  with  a    Serco  test  train,

  

Steve  Madden  

Featherstone  with  the  10:22  Bradford  Interchange  -­‐  

Grand  Central  have  declared  
that  they  want  to  stop  running  these  
services  via  Pontefract  and  go  via  

of  February  3rd.  Grand  Central  are  already  recieving  

Mark  Walker

tanks  on  1st  February.  Mark  Walker
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Dave  Harris
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Above:  Colas  Rail  Class  66  843  works    5Z51  Gillingham  -­‐  Rugby  conveying  Class  508  207  and    508  212  for  storage  at  
Wayne  Radford

Gypsum  service  on  February  9th.  Dave  Harris

Daniel  Stanbridge

Richard  Hargreaves
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Above:  Freightliner’s  Class  70  011  rounds  the  curve  at  Warrington  Arpley  with  a  Fiddlers  Ferry  bound  
coal  train  on  February  19th.  Richard  Hargreaves

on  February  13th.  John  Coleman

Above:  On  February  8th,  Class  66  065  drags  92  003  “Beethoven”  on  the  approach  to  Redhill  with  the  late  running  4O57  
Steve  Madden

Derek  Elston
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Above:  Class  37  059  and  37  610  are  seen  working  6Z51  Sheerness  -­‐  Stockton  at  Irchester  on  February  1st.  Steve  Madden

Below:  Having  arrived  a  few  hours  earlier,  Class  508  207  and  508  212  are  seen  inside  Telford  Railfreight
Richard  Hargreaves  

  though  Rainham  with  the  6Z61  Sheerness  -­‐  Hitchin  scrap  train  on  
January  31st.  
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Above:  Class  37  059  stands  at  Newport  with  1Q20  Crewe  -­‐  Derby  on  February  18th.  Lewis  Mitchell

of  the  on-­‐going  Thameslink  project  work  at  Blackfriars  and  Farringdon.  Steve  Madden

On  February  8th  and  in  low  wintry  sunlight,  Freightliner’s  
Class  66  525  arrives  into  Blackburn.  Colin  Irwin
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the  current  plan  is  for  them  to  be  withdrawn  by  the  end  of  the  year.  John  Coleman
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Class  60  015  “Bow  Fell”  passes  slowly  through  Pontefract  Monkhill  on  February  9th  

Ferrybridge,  travelling  via  Pontefract  East  Jct.  and  would  take  the  Castleford  line  at  

Mark  Walker
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Above:  On  February  1st,  Class  37  059  and  37  610  are  seen  working  6Z51  Sheerness  -­‐  Stockton  

Below:  Class  86  604  heads  north  through  Church  Brampton  on  a  very  overcast  February  4th.

Northern  Class  150  222  arrives  into  Blackburn  on  February  8th
with  a  service  for  Manchester  Victoria.  Colin  Irwin
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  News and Features

the  15.42  2H13  Airdrie  -­‐  Helensburgh  Central  service,  February  24th.  Jonathan  McGurk

  Jonathan  McGurk

Scot-Rail - with Jonathan McGurk

February  23rd.  John  Coleman

working  an  ECS  from  Haymarket  Depot  -­‐  Edinburgh  Waverley.  Jonathan  McGurk
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on  February  10th.  Jonathan  McGurk

Jonathan  McGurk

Scot-Rail - with Jonathan McGurk

John  Coleman

prior  to  working  the  15.15  2I12  Cathcart  Circle  service  on  February  28th.  Jonathan  McGurk
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John  Coleman

on  February  24th.  John  Coleman

Scot-Rail - with Jonathan McGurk

Jonathan  McGurk

John  Coleman
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FOOTBRIDGE  AT  CAMBRIDGE  STATION  

transformed  over  the  coming  years.”

Cambridge.”

system  of  Britain’s  Railways.

Ticket Machines

Q:  Is  there  any  good  reason  why  the  

Before  anyone  says  that  people  

to  pay  the  full  fare.  

ends.  

A:    Well  I’m  sure  it  is  to  try  and  stop  

peak  trains.  I  agree  that  the  machine  

the  clerk  will  make  sure  that  you  are  

cases  even  they  won’t  sell  same  day  

departed.  In  my  youth  that  was  a  

  A  few  years  ago  there  was  an  

easement  at  Crayford  which  allowed  

started  at  Crayford  and  was  therefore  

Euston to B’ham 
with 16-25 RailCard 

the  cost  of  a  single  on  the  8:43  

I  add  my  16-­‐25  railcard  this  drops  to  

see  this  documented  on  any  of  the  

as  such  this  negates  the  need  for  an  

Virgin E-Tickets 
Help Needed 

Street,  I  put  my  girlfriends  name  on  
the  online  form  as  being  the  second  

girlfriend  was  not  listed  in  the  

that  she  would  be  listed  on  one  of  

purchase.

However,  she  isn’t  listed  on  any  of  

myself  listed  as  the  passenger,  will  

somewhat  sketchy  advice  available  
on  the  virgin  website  that  states  on  

passenger.  This  doesn’t  really  clarify  

normal.  

card  used  to  make  the  booking  with  

all.

Northern £10 Rail 
Day Ranger 

northernrail.org/march10).  Northern  
Rail  have  said  that  they  will  be  doing  
the  same  deal  for  those  of  us  who  
live  East  of  the  Pennines.

be  well  publicised  at  launch.

but  we’re  guessing  the  promo  could  
be  with  the  same  publisher,  Johnson  
Press,  so  it’s  worth  looking  out  for  
details  in  their  papers.
The  papers  which  Johnson  Press  pub-­‐

Post  (which  would  be  the  obvious  
one  for  NR  to  go  for),  along  with  a  
whole  host  of  weekly  

Ticket Advice for All

railforums.co.uk  in  the  ‘Fares,  Tickets  

We  believe  this  to  be  the  best  source  

anywhere,  as  we  have  a  team  of  
people  who  are  familiar  with  the  

help  you.  Never  pay  over  the  odds  
again,  and  ask  us  if  you  need  help!  
see  you  there.

Fares Advice with RailUK
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DRS  solves  gauge  constraints
  

enhancements.

Neil  McNicholas,  Managing  Director  from  DRS  added,  “We  are  delighted  to  be  leading  the  industry  in  introducing  these  

railway  and  invites  suppliers  from  the  rail  industry  and  beyond  to  submit  their  ideas  on  how  they  can  help  overcome  
them.

manage  our  infrastructure,  speeding  up  processes  and  reducing  costs.  

suppliers  to  focus  their  ideas  and  reduce  the  costs  and  risks  associated  with  supplier-­‐led  research  and  development.

Proposals  must  meet  a  strict  set  of  requirements  before  they  can  be  considered.  They  must  be  fundamentally  new  and  
-­‐

Once  complete  in  May,  passengers  using  

from  up  to  eight  trains  an  hour  during  peak  

current  number  and  with  a  more  reliable  

per  train,  increasing  capacity.

Andrew  Munden,  Network  Rail  route  

more  than  a  million  people  to  and  from  work  
every  day,  which  is  why  investment  in  projects

important  to  the  capital’s  economy.  

“I’m  delighted  to  report  that  last  week’s  work  

“Time  to  think  big”,  says  Virgin  

start  in  April  2012.  A  bid  team  has  been  created  under  Paul  Furze-­‐Waddock,  Business  Development  Director,  as  VRG  aims  

route  in  Britain.

watchdog  Passenger  Focus.

divide.  The  vision  shown  in  1997  by  the  then  Government  and  shareholders  when  we  started  this  franchise  is  now  
delivering  the  results  we  all  hoped  for.

and  growth  on  the  West  Coast  franchise  will  be  crucial  in  delivering  that  vision.  It  is  a  chance  to  think  big.”

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/brightideas%0D
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standard  wagons.

laden  high  cube  containers  on  standard  wagons  on  the  recently  cleared  W10  route  to  Southampton.  Previously  ‘high  
cube’  containers  would  need  to  be  loaded  onto  specialist  wagons.

  containers  annually.
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near  Grantham.  The  system,  which  provides  seamless  digital  clarity  radio  links  between  train  drivers  and  signalling  and  

of  2014.

averted  more  serious  delays  on  two  separate  occasions  on  the  West  Coast  route.

and  Stoke  Summit,  to  the  south  of  Grantham.”

91  equipment  cabinets  have  been  installed  at  the  trackside  –  while  more  than  75  East  Coast  drivers  and  56  Network  Rail  
signallers  have  been  trained  to  use  the  new  technology.

The  new  cab  radios  have  also  been  installed  into  24  East  Coast  Class  43  diesel  High  Speed  Train  driving  cabs.  A  

Meanwhile,  Network  Rail  and  other  train  operators  will  now  press  ahead  to  roll  out  the  new  radio  system  to  all  routes  
south  of  a  line  between  the  Wash  and  the  Severn  Estuary  by  December  2012,  when  licenses  covering  frequencies  used  

Coast  route.

  

  

  

remember  favourite  journeys  and  debit  card  details,  so  that  travel  can  be  made  with  just  a  few  touches  of  the  screen.  
  

  
The  iPhone  app  will  launch  in  Spring,  followed  shortly  by  apps  for  BlackBerry,  Android,  Nokia,  Samsung  and  Sony  
Ericsson.
  

  

This  announcement  leapfrogs  rail  travel  into  forefront  of  travel  technology.”
  

  
Graham  Bodman,  Head  of  Transport  Products  for  Atos  Origin  said:  “We  are  delighted  to  deliver  an  early  roll-­‐out  of  a  

  

future,”  said  Ben  Whitaker,  CEO  of  Masabi.
  

to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  their  passengers.

  

Cruises  liners.  

and  Solihull.  Glasgow  services  will  call  at  Preston  and  Manchester  (Stockport).  
Steve  Finn,  DRS’  Business  Development  Manager  commented  –  “DRS  are  renowned  in  the  rail  industry  for  our  reliability  

travelling  to  Southampton.”    John  Capel  –  Manager  of  Cruise  Saver  said  “We  want  our  passengers  holiday  to  commence  

of  transport  to  the  port  of  Southampton.”  
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Freightliner  names  PowerHaul  70004

industry  working  closely  with  its  customers  and  supply  chain  partners.  

said,  “Given  the  historical  intrinsic  link  between  coal  supply,  railways  and  ports  it  was  wholly  appropriate  we  staged  the  

there  to  perform  the  naming.”

PERFECTION’  MEDIA  CAMPAIGN  FOR  NEW  TRAINS  

eagerly  awaited  brand  new  trains.  Photographed  at  the  Bombardier  factory  in  Derby  where  the  30  new  four-­‐carriage  
trains  are  being  built,  the  media  campaign  –  to  be  launched  in  March  –  will  be  prominent  in  various  formats  throughout  

Adrian  Warren,  

said:    “We  wanted
to  communicate  the  

we’ve  all  undertaken  
in  preparing  the  new
trains  for  service  and

achieve  this  than  for
the  campaign  to  

work  on  the  Stansted

day-­‐out.  Amy,  Mark  
and  Gill  adapted  so  
quickly  to  the  
demands  of  being  

stars  and  will  be  
featured  across  the

and  at  various  North

the  ‘Polished  to  

  Photo:  Gill  Blakes  polishing  a  new  class  379  train.  ©NXEA  
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introduce  the  Quiet  Coach  in  May  alongside  a  new  complimentary  meal  and  drinks  service  for  customers  travelling  in  
First  Class

Scotland.  
The  new  First  Class  Quiet  Coach  will  be  available  on  all  of  East  Coast’s  services,  providing  more  than  four  thousand  ‘silent  

diesel  powered  services,  will  be  asked  to:

East  Coast  Commercial  Director  Peter  Williams  said:  “The  majority  of  First  Class  customers  who  we  surveyed  recently  
supported  the  idea  of  introducing  a  Quiet  Coach  on  East  Coast  trains.  

travelling  in  a  Quiet  Coach.  However,  they  would  prefer  that  mobile  phones  and  other  electronic  devices,  including  lap  

enjoyable  journey.    “We  already  have  a  Quiet  Coach  in  Standard  Class,  and  are  delighted  to  now  introduce  a  Quiet  Coach  

Class  Quiet  Coach  will  be  available  from  this  Friday,  25  February,  for  travel  from  Sunday  22  May.

East  Midlands  Trains  starts  work  on  Meridian  
train  makeover  

completely  refurbished.  
The  improvement  programme,  which  will  be  carried  out  at  the  company’s  Derby  Etches  Park  Depot,  will  deliver  a  totally  
new  interior  look  for  passengers.  New  leather  seats  will  enhance  the  First  Class  area  of  the  train,  and  new  seat  covers  

also  be  changes  to  increase  the  available  luggage  space.  

The  £6  million  refurbishment  is  due  to  be  completed  by  early  2012.    The  Meridian  trains  are  used  to  operate  services  

-­‐

pay  a  small  charge  using  a  debit  or  credit  card  through  the  online  secure  payment  page.      

Chiltern  Mainline  Announcement

of  the  Chiltern  Mainline  to  late  summer.    This  decision  has  been  taken  following  a  thorough  review  of  its  Evergreen  3  
project  which  highlighted  a  risk  of  overrunning  engineering  works  in  May  if  the  works  proceeded  as  planned.  
  

impact  on  their  work  or  home  life  in  the  busy  month  of  May.
  
The  project  to  create  the  Chiltern  Mainline  commenced  in  January  2010,  and  has  so  far  delivered  a  series  of  

  

that  some  weekend  closures  of  the  route  that  would  have  resulted  in  no  trains  to  Marylebone  will  now  be  scaled  back.

August,  when  many  commuters  are  on  holiday  and  passenger  numbers  are  at  their  lowest.    This  will  be  done  through  a  

Chiltern  Railways  Chairman  Adrian  Shooter  CBE  said,  “We  are  obviously  disappointed  to  be  postponing  the  launch  of  the  

back  from  their  summer  break.”
  

Royal  Wedding  Fever  Grips  Europe  

bookings  for  the  royal  wedding  on  Friday  29  April,  compared  to  the  same  weekend  last  year.  

seen  a  surge  in  bookings  from  republican  Germany  and  France  as  well  as  from  Belgium  and  the  Netherlands,  which  have  

Middleton  get  married  on  April  29.  
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South  West  Trains  provides  even  greener  trains  
with  launch  of  new  energy  meter

  System  (TEMS),  which  is  being  piloted  on  20  of  the  company’s  Class  444,  450,  455  and  458  trains,  will  allow  improved  
environmental  performance  through  the  development  of  new  eco-­‐friendly  driving  techniques.
  

technology  by  May  2011.

The  energy  meter  allows  the  South  West  Trains  engineering  team  to  accurately  determine  the  energy  used  by  trains  on  

every  South  West  Trains  service,  through  developing  new  eco-­‐friendly  driving  techniques  which  reduce  electricity  

footprint  even  further.

eco-­‐friendly  driving  techniques.  

The  scheme  will  generate  valuable  data  which  will  be  assessed  by  train  engineers  and  driver  managers.  It  will  provide  

will  remain  at  the  same  levels  as  currently.

Engineers  from  Network  Rail  and  its  contractors  worked  round-­‐the-­‐clock  on  the  weekend  of  February  5th/6th  so  

Shortly  before  midnight  on  Saturday  5th  February,  Network  Rail  was  contacted  by  Derbyshire  police  to  say  that  a  landslip  

well  done.”  

very  well  into  the  day  trip  market.”
David  Adams  McGilp,  VisitScotland’s  Regional  Director  in  Argyll  and  Bute  said:  “We  are  delighted  that  there  will  be  even  
more  Sunday  trains  to  and  from  Oban  this  year  from  Edinburgh.  There  are  lots  of  things  to  see  and  do  in  the  Seafood  
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the  railway  easier  to  use,  safer  and  more  accessible  for  everyone.  Whether  you’re  lugging  heavy  bags,  have  small  

This  month  was  Andy’s  nineteenth  birthday  (I  know  many  
of  you  may  not  have  known,  but  now  you  do  you  could  go  
out  and  get  him  a  late  present!  No,  don’t  worry  you  don’t  
have  to!).  
Anyway,  we  went  to  Great  Central  Railway  for  his  birthday  

the  rails!  It  was  however,  on  the  model  railway.

On  a  more  serious  note  though  I  saw  on  the  news  this  
month  about  the  ten  year  anniversary  of  The  Great  Heck  
rail  crash.  I  was  shocked  at  what  happened  that  day  and  
although  I  don’t  remember  it  happening  I  was  glad  to  be  
told  about  it  on  the  news,  as  it’s  important  to  remember  
that  although  this  magazine  supports  trains  as  a  great  

and  it’s  important  to  take  great  care.  

his  head  out  of  the  window  on  the  trains....  I  know  that
some  people  have  had  serious  injuries  from  hanging  out  of  
train  windows.
But  it  is  good  we  all  remember  the  people  that  lost  their  
lives  that  day,  and  we  must  learn  from  these  accidents  to  
make  sure  that  it  doesn’t  happen  again.

  Back  to  Andy’s  birthday  when  I  was  worried  he  might  lose  
his  head  on  his  birthday...  we  had  cake  that  I  brought
in  a  lovely  old  guards  van  as  we  travelled  along  the  line.
Andy  brought  his  presents  in  the  car  that  I  had  bought
and  Andy  spent  some  of  his  birthday  money  buying  me  an  
all  day  rover,  so  thank  you  Andy.  

as  though  it  would  be  sunny  at  all,  I  enjoyed  being  in  the  
old  fashioned  carriages  and  Andy  had  a  lovely  day  (even  

up  early  anyway  which  Andy  was  pleased  about  you  may  

Now  Andy  also  went  to  Austria  this  month  and  I  really  
enjoyed  having  the  week  to  myself  but  I  did  miss  him,  he  
took  a  lot  of  photos  of  trains  there  so  watch  out  for  them  
in  future  issues.  He  tell  me  that  it  was  snowing  
in  Austria  so  there  may  be  some  nice  picturesque  ones  
too.  
I  hope  you  all  have  a  great  month  of  March!

about  what  I  could  write  about  please  drop  me  an  email,  
I  always  love  the  fan  mail.
     megan.thomason@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

View from the Outside

people  in  developing  countries  and  in  so  doing  help  them  to  regain  their  independence.”      

First  the  spectacles  will  be  graded,  sorted,  cleaned  and  polished,  before  being  distributed  across  India  and  Africa  and  

of  the  recipient.    

mailto:megan.thomason%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=from%20the%20outside
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Welcome  to  another  “Nosh  Report”,  remember  that  this  is  
your  chance  to  let  everyone  know  where  to  go  for  
something  to  eat  or  drink,  (eg:  cafe,  takeaway,  sandwich  
shop)  when  out  and  about.  It  can  also  be  about  whilst  
you  are  on  a  railtour  or  sampling  the  delights  of  on  train  
catering.

Not  too  far  for  me  this  month,  but  a  trip  to  Tamworth  to  
sample  an  Italian  restaurant  recommended  by  a  friend  of  
mine.
  
It  is  called  “Portobelo  Ristorante”  and  is  located  at  12  Sil-­‐

Telephone:  01827  54474
Sunday  to  Friday  you  can  choose  dishes  from  the  set  menu  

orders.

opening  at  12:00  midday  through  to  8:00pm  where
you  can  have  a  choice  of  any  Pizza  or  Pasta  dish  from  
their  a  l’a  carte  menu  priced  at  just  £5.00!  
(the  full  menu  is  also  available  at  standard  prices).

they  open  before  18.00  is  on  Sundays  and  Fridays.

there  was  certainly  plenty  of  choice.
As  soon  as  I  saw  the  menu  I  know  that  it  would  be  the  
steak  for  me,  and  it  was  delicious.  Again  this  is  one  meal  
not  to  be  rushed,  so  don’t  pop  in  for  a  quick  bite.  

But  if  you  have  a  couple  of  hours  spare  it’s  highly
recommended.
  
They  are  located  not  far  from  Tamworth  Castle,  so  if  you  

Just  a  brief  bit  about  the  place  itself:

the  peoples  choice  award  for  the  best  restaurant  since  

As  I  always  say,  if  you  know  of  anywhere  that  is  worth  a  

steve.roberts@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

Stephen  W  Roberts

The Nosh Report 
New  CCTV  highlights  crazy  driving  and  people  risking  lives  at  level  crossings  across  Britain

to  change  their  behaviour  at  level  crossings  where  motorists  and  pedestrians  break  the  law  daily,  many  causing  

There  were  3,446  recorded  incidents  of  misuse  at  level  crossings  across  Britain  last  year,  although  it  is  thought  the  true  

law  by  jumping  the  lights  or  swerving  around  barriers  at  level  crossings.  Hundreds  of  pedestrians  are  also  risking  their  

-­‐
sengers  across  Britain.”  
    

behaviour  and  deter  them  from  jumping  lights  and  swerving  around  barriers  and  gates.

damage.  ©  Network  Rail

mailto:steve.roberts%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=nosh%20report
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  A Different View
light,  made  even  more  striking  by  the  appearance  of  a  crescent  moon.  Paul  Godding
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On  the  face  of  it  this  photo  is  just  a  DRS  Class  66,  but  have  a  look  at  the
number  plate  on  the  car!  



117116

A  Northern  Class  333  crosses  the  River  Aire  at  Bingley
on  February  19th.  Ben  Bucki
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  Preserved Railways

Great  Central  Winter  Diesel  Gala

Central  on  February  12th.  Richard  Hargreaves

Great Central Railway
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  Despite  having  been  at  the  Great  Central  for  quite  a  few  years  now,  this  event  was

the  loco  performed  superbly.  Andy
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  Another  shot  of  the  Railcare  Wolverton  Works  shunter  
Class  08  629  seen  here  at  Quorn  and  Woodhouse.

Richard  Hargreaves
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Network  Rail  owned  Class  37  198  has  moved  from  Rothley

Richard  Hargreaves
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on  February  12th  having  a  test  run.  Andy



129128

Winter  Steam  Gala  

on  February  13th.  Class47
 Keighley & Worth Valley
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on  the  Sunday  of  the  Steam  Gala,  February  13th.  Ben  Bucki

Above:  Hudswell  Clarke  0-­‐6-­‐0T  No.  1704  “Nunlow”  waits  with  the  local  train  to  Ingrow  West  on  February  13th.  Class47
Below:  Black  5  No.  44871  is  seen  with  the  early  morning  freight  approaching  Oakworth  on  February  12th.  Chris  Stanley
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on  February  12th.  Alan  Naylor
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Alan  Naylor
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                     The  Gr8  Escape!

                    

The  Great  Central  Railway  is  staging  a  spectacular  two-­‐day  event  on  9th  and  10th  April,  in  support  of  another  heritage  

million  to  repair.

The  Appeal

southern  terminus  at  Cheltenham  Racecourse.  Both  failures  occurred  following  two  successive  severe  winters.
On  top  of  that,  the  railway  lost  over  £70,000  of  income  from  its  important  ‘Santa  Special’  season  because  of  heavy  snow.    
These  events  have  combined  to  present  the  railway  with  what  GWSR  Plc  chairman,  Malcolm  Temple,  describes  as  its  

‘gravest  challenge  ever’.
He  says:  “The  support  shown  by  the  Great  Central  Railway  is  overwhelming  and  on  behalf  of  every  member  of  our

“Without  doubt,  this  is  the  gravest  challenge  our  railway  has  ever  faced  and  its  future  depends  on  success  of  our  £  

something  we  will  never  forget.”

which  £500,000  has  been  met  by  insurance.    The  most  recent  failure  of  the  so-­‐called  ‘Chicken  Curve’

Richard  Patching,  GCR’s  Commercial  Manager  said:  “This  is  wonderful  opportunity  for  supporters  of  both  GWSR  and  GCR  

demonstrate  their  support  and  help  GWSR’s  survival”

The  Event

(the  owning  group  of  3850  have  agreed  to  stay  for  a  longer  period  to  cover  the  event  and  donate  their  steaming  fee  to  

http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/
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  Alan  Naylor
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Ben  Bucki
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GCR  Winter  Steam  Gala
  On  January  29th,  customers  are  seen  boarding  the  evening  dining  service  at  

Great Central Railway
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First  of  the  visitors  is  8F  no.  45160  repatriated  from  Turkey.  It  will  partner  classmate  no.  48264  currently  running  in  a  red  

the  diesels.

bringing  1960s  bands  to  play  some  music  from  the  swinging  decade,    re-­‐enactors  and  Hi-­‐De-­‐Hi  holiday

will  be  the  chance  to  take  the  regulator  of  a  guest  loco  for  a  tenner.  Over  the  weekend,  besides  60s  re-­‐enactors  and  

GWR  Small  Prarie  2-­‐6-­‐2T  No.  5526  works  a  local  service  

http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/
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http://www.c58lg.co.uk
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A  bid  for  a  £2.5m  from  the  new  Government  Regional  Growth  Fund  has  been  made  by  the  Great  Central  Railway  

GCR  Development  Chairman  Nigel  Harris  said:  “The  bid  will  allow  us  to  make  a  physical  start  on  work  and  employ  key  
members  of  the  project  team.  Crucially  it  will  also  lever  in  £12.5million  pounds  of  private  investment  to  complete  the  

consultants  Atkins,  jointly  funded  by  East  Midlands  Development  Agency  and  the  Great  Central  Railway.  It  established  

higher.

GWR  “City”  Class  4-­‐4-­‐0  No.  3717  “City  Of  Truro”  is  seen  pulling  forward  

following  watering  and  coaling  on  January  29th.

http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/
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GWR  “City”  Class  4-­‐4-­‐0  No.  3717  “City  Of  Truro”  speeds  along  the  
Great  Central  with  the  mail  train  at  the  winter  steam  gala.  John  Edkins
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Diesel  Theme  Day
A  young  enthusiast  obviously  appreciates  quality
at  Rawtenstall  on  January  8th.  Paul  Godding

East Lancashire Railway
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than  £50,000.

The  Trust  has  apologised  to  its  customers  over  Tornado’s  lack  of  availability  before  this  date  and  is  sorry  to  have  
disappointed  so  many  of  Tornado’s  passengers.

and  understanding.

environment,  they  are  a  source  of  great  disappointment  to  all  of  Tornado’s  supporters  and  customers  and  our  
customers’  passengers.  We  are  working  as  hard  as  we  can  to  bring  Tornado  back  to  full  health  and  onto  the  main  line  in  
May  as  planned.”

New  Steam  for  the  Main  Line

Above:  Class  37  901  “Mirlees  Pioneer”  is  seen  at  Rawtenstall  on  January  8th.  Paul  Godding

on  January  8th.  Paul  Godding
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Ian  Furness

  Ian  Furness  

Ian  Furness

Crewe Heritage Centre
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Class  55  022  has  had  a  bit  of  a  makeover  recently  in  order  to  celebrate  her  
50th  birthday.    Seen  here  at  Bury  on  February  28th.  ©  Ken  Carr

http://royalscotsgrey.com
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  From the Archives 

Chris  Morrison
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Above:  Class  67  013  heads  a  mail  train  along  the  South  West  coastline  on  August  4th  2003.  Richard  Hargreaves
Below:  Class  20  118  is  seen  at  Crewe  Basford  Hall  during  an  open  day  in  August  1985.  

Shrewsbury  stabling  point  in  May  1986.  Chris  Morrison

Chris  Morrison
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on  December  29th  1981.  Derek  Elston
Below:  HST  power  car  43169  in  primer  in  the  paint  shop  at  Crewe  Works  on  June  6th  1981.  Derek  Elston

Richard  Hargreaves

Derek  Elston
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Above:  Class  37  133,  37  044  and  two  Class  50s  are  seen  in  Doncaster  Works,  July  1984.  Derek  Elston
Below:  Class  47  715  in  lovely  Scotrail  livery,  is  seen  at  Glasgow  Queen  St.  on  May  27th  1987.  Derek  Hopkins

Above:  Class  45  107  is  seen  stabled  at  Bedford  on  May  28th  1988.  Derek  Elston

in  early  1990s.  Derek  Elston
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Pete  Cheshire

Below:  Doncaster  Works  in  July  1984  and  Class  58  016,  58  017  and  58  018  are  just  being  built.  Derek  Elston
Derek  Hopkins

the  day  of  it’s  naming,  March  30th  1988.  Derek  Elston



  The Back Page
Thanks  for  reading  this  issue,  

East  Midlands  Trains  Class  153  302,  

Trent  with  local  service  for  Crewe.  
Cameron  Burgess


