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Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

In the news this month, a report from
the RIA rules out battery locos and calls
for targeted electrification to benefit rail
freight.....

The Railway Industry Association
has published a report calling for a
strategic programme of freight-focused
electrification designed to maximise the
potential for electric haulage and make
better use of the existing wires to deliver
benefits for freight customers, passengers
and taxpayers.

Growing rail freight: the need for
targeted electrification was published
on July 8th by RIA in conjunction with
the Rail Freight Group and the Railway
Engineering Institution, drawing on
research undertaken by the University
of Birmingham. The report says
electrification is a proven technology
for high-volume passenger and freight
transport. It enables freight trains to
haul heavier loads and operate at speeds
that minimise conflicts with passenger
services, as well as lowering whole-life
costs.

Recommendations
The report recommends that the future
Great British Railways should:

incentivise the use of electric haulage and
support the costs of new locomotives to
ensure electric haulage is competitively
priced relative to diesel;

improve existing power suppliestoenable
freight to operate wherever electrification
is available;

undertake short infill electrification
projects to create more end-to-end
electrified routes;

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk

|lssue 238

ensure that the specification for new
passenger-focused electrification
schemes support freight on any route
where it is likely to operate;

considertheneedsoffreightwhenlocating
gaps in discontinuous electrification
and discrete charging facilities, with
consideration of gradients and the long-
termpotentialofbatteryhybridoperation;

work  collaboratively  to  identify
incremental additions to passenger
electrification schemes which would fill
gaps in freight electrification.

The reportdoes notcallforelectrifying the
entire network, as a previous RIA report
found electrifying a further third of the
network for passenger traffic would also
electrify 95% of freight traffic.

Electric locos for the long-term

The report says electric locomotives
are the best long-term option for future
freight operations, with electro-diesel
locomotives offering a practical interim
solution. Research from the University of
Birmingham concludes that battery-only
locomotives have a role in shunting and
very short trips, but are not a substitute
for main line electrification. Electric-
battery locomotives are not a direct
replacement for a ‘go-anywhere’ diesel,
but they could be viable on multimodal
routes with short unelectrified sections.
The report says their role is likely to grow
as battery technology improves and more
of the network is electrified.

‘Research and modelling conclusively
endorsesthecaseforfurtherelectrification
of freight routes; said RailEl CEO Stephen
Barber. ’'The report identifies viable
solutions for replacing diesel powered

locomotives on arange of haulage duties.
It dispels the myth that battery-powered
locomotives will remove the need for
future electrification.

‘Immediate opportunities’ for infill
electrification

Barber said there were ‘immediate
opportunities’forinfill electrification, and
this should exploit RIA’s Electrification
Cost Challenge 2.0 which found that a
rolling programme of electrification is
likely to reduce costs by a third. RIA Senior
Technical Advisor David Clarke said ‘by
maximising the use of electric freight, we
can unlock additional capacity, improve
reliability, reduce costs and deliver great
economic benefits across the country:

He said ‘the government has set an
ambitious target to grow rail freight by
75% by 2050. Achieving that target will
require a strategic approach to freight
electrification, focused on the key routes
where electric traction can deliver the
greatest benefits.

Rail Freight Group Director General
Maggie Simpson said ‘electric rail freight
offers many advantages for customers,
and we need to use it wherever possible.
The private sector freight operators are
investing in new bi-mode locomotives
which represent a step change in
capability, and with the right frameworks
can help maximise rail’s environmental
advantages. This report provides a
pragmatic framework to help achieve
this.’

Once again, thanks for all the photos
sent in this month, we really appreciate

the time taken to send them to us.

Until next month, stay safe. Andy

/

This Page Front Cover
Class 73 No. E6003 arrives at Norchard on June 13th. Last light of the evening catches GBRf (on hire to
David Lindsell DCR) Class 60 095 northbound at Winwick with 6F92,

Chaddesden Sidings to Ravenhead Sidings loaded sand
train on June 27th. Brian Dobbs



mailto:editor%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=
mailto:charter.scene%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=
mailto:nosh.report%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=Food%20for%20Thought%21

| . B - 1,,!!,_._!_ _
i -::;:':f-"- ' _ , i e Sl L T 4 g 1y P ‘IH ™ -i"'"'"'.i‘ﬂir""\""l-fl *-—-1"

. _ = st T, : .-."Tuwﬁru_:ﬁ..tiﬂ'_
"'1.--; *r-r1. ‘*ﬂqh' Ww - =

- 4 # e a
i E - ' . rj,l
i ..I -r 2 1 :.' .I'I L

-8 |,._'|- H'«r. e

||" I.l-
' .-”-.—

-1-nL-+ p:f' -..ri-.l— -%L*—‘—- "'..:-E’--n-
AL

‘m A b *-1r_+';,. S

i " | II Ny i .' ! 1 | h i .- 5 -- _ ¥
= |I [ .-.- .'"I I fr : 1 s 1 " T L LI r:l - '-"'". ® _.r
e W"ﬂ,"ﬂ' NN ®, (PR e R . [ R ru-x,""..:--- "El i g

#rﬂ- ”‘ - l.- |l r lrr'i H‘I‘, |I'| r.

M '"-.. .|

i

il

| = I}t i A L N T e ey -“..-ﬁ :_ :- -':"“;:- i
L | 4%#’”‘*’? "*"“h!“' sl L. 'ﬁ? Th' T el RS e M H e “ g e

T!“ '1"

I | ol .I_‘:I:Ilu.i'_::'lll'l .'..' _|I'.I;' :- -I-I-:I II: #I Ir ! PRI )
gl BEASY W R 2

Terms & Conditions

Railtalk Magazine is a free monthly online digital we will be happy to provide details of respective
magazine (e-mag), provided in PDF format. owners once permission has been granted to
pass on such information.

Railtalk Magazine takes no responsibility for any

information provided or printed in this magazine. Railtalk Magazine is published by

Best efforts are made at the point of going to HAD-PRINT a trading name of HAD-IT LIMITED.
publish, to effect all information is correct,
however no guarantees are given or implied. HAD-PRINT

Unit 2-4, France Ind. Complex,
All content is © copyright either Railtalk Magazine Vivars Way, Canal Road, Selby
or it’s respective owners. All items are credited North Yorkshire YO8 8BE
to their respective owners and no parts of the
magazine should be reproduced without first info@had-print.co.uk | 01757 600211
obtaining permission. In cases where ownership

is unclear, please contact the editorial team and

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our
task of putting these magazines
together a joy when we see so many
great photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without contributions from:
Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,

Mark Armstrong,

John Balaam, Brian Battersby,
Steven Beesley, Barry Beeston,
Mark Bennett, Michael Bennett,
Ben Bucki,

lan Callander, Keith Chapman,
Steve Chapman, Julian Churchill,
Russell Clarke, Nick Clemson,
Keith Davies, Brian Dobbs,

Derek Elston, Eddie Emmott,

POCTa -

Thomas Niederl

Mark Enderby, Colin Gildersleve,
Paul Godding, Vernon Goodey,
John Goodrich, Greig Gibson,
Carl Grocott,Richard Hargreaves,
Dave Harris, James Haywood,

Brian Hewertson, Paul Hewertson,

Stuart Hillis, Pete Holloway,
David Hollowood, Colin Irwin,
John Johnson,

Richard Jones, Anton Kendall,
Colin Kennington, Ken Livermore,
Mathijs Kok, David Lindsell,
Barry Longson, Michael Lynam,
Kevin McCormick, Phil Martin,
David Mead, Chris Morrison,
Ken Mumford, Alan Naylor,
Gerald Nicholl,

Jeff Nicholls, Chris Perkins,
Mark Pichowicz,

Colin Pidgeon, Neil Pugh,

Andy Pratt, Andre Pronk,

Alan Rigby, Charlie Robbins,
Bryan Roberts, Barry Robinson,
Dennis Rowland, Tim Saunders,
Neil Scarlett,

Paul Senior, Alan Sinclair,

John Sloane, Laurence Sly,

Lee Stanford, Steve Stepney,
Steven Thompson,

Mark Torkington, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross, Gerard van Vliet,
David Wood, Leuan Wood,
Shep Woolley, Erik de Zeeuw
and the guys at RailUK.
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Charter Scene Excursions by Rail
The High Speed Sonnet

Romic HST with ex GWR power cars Nos. 43122

and 43094 plus former CrossCountry carriages _ 1o S
and a blue and grey buffet car approach Y, N LSRN L el e, sard ® o wet s,

Small Heath with the Bishop Auckland West bl WA R R g welraNg, B &N AN T
to Stratford-upon-Avon ‘HST Sonnet’ on June i N ¥ ORI, 5 R o S TR R

29th.
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Charter Scene Excursions by Rail
The High Speed Sonnet

Romic HST headed by power car No. 43094
- passes Heney-in-Arden with the Return ‘HST

Sonnet’ from Stratford-upon-Avon to Bishop
Auckland West on June 20th. = B _ ]
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Vintage Trains

The Cathedrals
Express

OnJune 12th, York played host to GWR ‘Castle’
ClassNo.5043‘EarlofMountEdgcumbe’whileit
was on arare outing to the north-east. Working
1729 Birmingham New Street - Newcastle, it
is pictured arriving and departing under the
great station roof with Class 37 240 on the rear.
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Charter Scene Vintage Trains

GWR Castle Class No. 5043 ‘Earl of Mount
Edgcumbe’ stands in the evening sunshine at
YorkonJunel2thwiththereturning‘Cathedrals
Express’ which it worked throughout from
Newcastle to Birmingham.
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Charter Scene Vintage Trains e _
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The Cathedrals Express 1 W ~. . -
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z ot
It’s not every day that you see a Great Western TR e -
steam |loco at Newcastle. On June 12th, ‘Castle’ S
Class No. 5043 ‘Earl of Mount Edgcumbe’ has e

arrived working 1729 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
06:30 from Birmingham New Street. Class

37 240 was on the rear, ready to haul the train
to Tyne Yard for servicing.
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Charter Scene Northern bBelle

Northern Belle 3

1

-
2 a8 v .
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Class 57 313 ‘Scarborough Castle’ calls at
Preston with 1270 06:11 Coventry - Edinburgh

on June 20th.




Charter Scene Northern bBelle

Northern Belle
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Charter Scene bBelmond
British Pullman

Class 67 024 leads the Belmond °‘British
Pullman’ posh ex 17281 08:07 London Victoria
to Stamford through Northampton with 67 021
on the tail on June 12th.
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Charter Scene Hastings Diesels
The English Riviera Express

S SRR R P
- Dave Harris
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Charter Scene Midland Pullman

Settle & Carlisle Pullman

TheLSL Midland Pullman headssouthbound at
Winwick with 1236 Carlisle to Watford Junction

on June 10th. 5
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Charter Scene Midland Pullman =
Settle & Carlisle Pullman

Power cars Nos. 43055 ‘Loch Morar’ and 43055
top’n’tail 1235 ‘The Settle & Carlisle Pullman’,
07:22 Watford Junction to Carlisle making its
station call at Northampton on June 10th.
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ittle different on the
Coast Express’ on June 27th as SR BoB Class
No. 34067 ‘Tangmere’ works 1786 tender first
towards Askam and onwards to Ravenglass.

Charter Scene Ra
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company

The Cumbrian Coast Express

SR BoB Class No. 34067 ‘Tangmere’ works the
return ‘Cumbrian Coast Express’ 1287 away
from Arnside Viaduct towards Carnforth on
June 27th.
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company

The Cumbrian Coast Express

Class 86 259 heads southbound in the early
evening at Winwick with 1287, a returning RTC
tour from Ravenglass to London Euston oon
June 27th.
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains

Under threatening skies LNER Peppercorn A2
Class No. 60532 ‘Blue Peter’ makes a fine sight
and sound as it works the ‘Fellsman’ through
Dent Station towards Garsdale and on to
Carlisle on July 1st.

Settle & Carlisle Fellsman

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk
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Saphos Trains

Settle & Carlisle
Fellsman

hith the photographer sheltering under a

handy tree in the pouring rain to watch, and
with Class 57 302 bringing up the rear, ‘Blue
Peter’ makes plenty of sound and smoke as it

races north through Golborne on a ‘Settle and e & | 1 | J ;
1 L .

Carlisle Fellsman’ on June 3rd’. | | -
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‘Blue Peter’ passes Golborne Junction at

walking pace with Saphos Trains’ ‘Settle and >
Carlisle Fellsman’ on July 1st. An immaculate

Class 47 No. D1645 brought up the rear of the

train.

. 4

LNER A2 No. 60532 working a Crewe to Carlisle

‘Fellsman’ passes Moore on July 1st.
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains
Settle &§ Carlisle Fellsman

Withthelongawaitedforecastofrainbeginning

tofallLNERPeppercornA2ClassNo.60532 ‘Blue _ 8

Peter’ works the return leg of the ‘Fellsman’ ta SRS RS at=T
through Kirkby Stephen station and into the iy s el g
climb to Aisgill summit and back to Crewe on

July 1st.
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains

Settle & Carlisle Fellsman

A D
" S

M

1|'
;I.

L R TR

3

il fp e E nn]

il prans divis gighil

¥ \
-.:'.’:‘.\,ﬂm—"" ' -5-" "“‘5" ‘”': !
B § - . TE Ao
[
o,
= "u'\-'\-\_-

"
'|.|.+l --.i'-'

i __'_=-=:"‘i-ﬂ“-l-":
..l.'lll'
ﬁt"'.EZ B O

'H.

.
#"._.'_q

..'.. __-r__.‘:!hl .-|'|Fr|1_I _J.—:.

T

e = B e T
BT S, vl
e T o e el




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 23

Charter Scene LSL Private Charter ‘

Private Charter

Passing through Winwick at a crawl due to a .
temporary speed restriction, the only breath —
of steam from ‘Blue Peter’ is from the safety

valves. The loco was working a private charter

from Langwathby to Crewe on June 8th.
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Charter Scene LSL Private Charter

Private Charter

LNER A2 Class No. 60532 with a Langwathby to
Crewe private charter passes Walton New Jct.
on June 8th.
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Charter Scene LSL Private Charter

Private Charter

= T — T ———————
= T P = -

On June 8th, LNER Peppercorn A2 Class No. | TR T e A ¢ = e ﬁﬁ_ , i
60532 ‘Blue Peter’ works a private charter 1733 - | e ' o e - N = -9 T IR e
through Greenholme towards Shap summit ¢ Wt : e

and on to Penrith.
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Charter Scene LSL Private Charter

Private Charter

No. 60532 ‘Blue Peter’ is seen working the
return LSL private charter from Langwathby |

towards Aisgill summit and back to Crewe on S T e
June 8th. SR s
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Charter Scene Locomotive Services Ltd.

The Chairman’s Train

Southern Pacific No. 34046 ‘Braunton’ and
Class 50 050 ‘Fearless’ storm through Standish
on July 10th whilst working the first leg of a
Chairmans’ charter from Crewe to Hellifield.
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains

The Welsh Marches Express
Class47712,with20132and 20118 ontherear,

pass Kemps Eye working 1262 Shrewsbury -
Paignton on June 24th.
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Charter Scene Saphos Trains
The Welsh Marches Express

Class47712,with20132and 20118 ontherear,
pass Kemps Eye working 1262 Shrewsbury -
Paignton on June 24th.
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Charter Scene Statesman Rail

The Cornish Riviera & Mazey Day Statesman

. '| L .. '::n L ‘{:f*ri'. -'Ja‘i.;'t : ".-_f':"'_"'tn'r__ '.:'-"'
Class37521and 37667 workingthe 17251 Derby ¥ ﬁ_i fed b S % ﬁ *“5' B R T

- .-!I'.'.- .
- Penzance pass Besford on June 27th.
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company
The Mazey Day Cornishman

Class 37 669 and 37 668 with 47 832 on the rear
pass Abbotswood on June 27th working 1736
Dorridge - Penzance.
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company

The Cumbrian Mountain Express

Running an hour or so late on June 20th,
SR BoB Class No. 34067 ‘Tangmere’ speeds
through Beckfoot with the northbound
‘Cumbrian Mountain Express’ toward Tebay
and on to Carlisle with Mick Kelly driving and
Matt Anderson on the shovel, the crew will also
work the return over the S&C.
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company

The Cumbrian Mountain Express

From under the Boar, SR BoB Class No. 34067

‘Tangmere’ drifts away from the summit with

the return leg of ‘The Cumbrian Mountain TSR o e e R E . e o _ [ _
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company
The Coast to Coast Express

OnJune6th,the1Z32LiverpooltoScarborough
passes Guide Bridge with SR BoB Class No.
34067 ‘Tangmere’ in charge and Class 47 813
on the rear.
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company
The Coast to Coast Express
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company Cowme el
The Aberystwyth Coastal Voyager it RGN J‘F*

Class 97 303 and 97 302 working 1273 London
Euston to Aberystwyth pass Oakengates on

June 6th.
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company

The Aberystwyth Coastal Voyager

Class 97 303 and 97 302 working 1273 London
Euston - Aberystwyth pass Meole Brace on
June 6th.
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Charter Scene Railway Touring Company
The Aberystwyth Coastal Voyager

Keith Davies




Charter Scene bBelmond

The Britannic Explorer

Class 66 748 heads ‘The Britannic Explorer’
approaching Bentley Heath Crossing en-route
from Appleby to Greenford on June 13th.
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Belmond

The Britannic Explorer

)

The 10 coach Britannic Explorer set is seen
arriving at Towyn June 24th behind Class

97 304 ‘The Talyllyn Railway’ and 97 303 ‘Dave
Berry’ returning from stabling at Barmouth.

A

The 10 coach Britannic Explorer set is seen
arriving at Machynlleth on June 23rd behind
Class 97 304 ‘The Talyllyn Railway’ and 97 303
‘Dave Berry’.

h 4
Class 97 304 and 97 303 working 1766

Llandrindodd - Pwllheli pass Yockleton on
June 23rd.
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Charter Scene belmond

The Britannic Explorer
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Charter Scene
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ECS and Light
Engine Moves
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Class 142 003 trundles through Standish on its
way from Crewe to Hellifield to work a leg of a
Chairmans’ charter on July 10th.

A

Class 37 240 is seen at the rear of the stock
of the Cathedrals Express from Birmingham
as it heads away from Winwick towards its
afternoon stabling point at Warrington on July
11th.

A 4

GWR Castle Class No. 7029 ‘Clun Castle’ creeps
past Winwick on July 11th as it approaches
its stabling point of Warrington after arrival
at Liverpool Lime St. on a Cathedrals Express
from Birmingham and reversal at Lowton.
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Charter Scene ECS and Light Engine Moves

Class 20 118 and 20 132, working the 5765
Goodrington - Crewe pass Battlefield on June
25th. Class 47 712 was on the rear.
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Charter Scene a0 R S SN N el e, b | g O P A

ECS and Light
Engine Moves

)

Class 40 No. D345 leads a test working from
Carnforth to Crewe into Charnock Richard on
July 1st with Class 37 665 at the rear.

A
‘Britannia’ and Class 20 118 and 20 132 with
a Crewe to Carnforth test run pass Moore on

June 17th.

|||||

A 4
‘Britannia’ and Class 20 118 and 20 132 with

a Crewe to Carnforth test run pass Moore on
June 17th.




Charter Scene

ECS and Light &
Engine Moves

)

AtestrunforClass 89001 ‘Avocet’ on June 17th,
seen returning past Wigan N.W. with Class
90 001 ‘Royal Scot’.

Wy
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A

Wigan North Western was very busy on June
17th with No. 70000 ‘Britannia’ passing on
5741 Crewe to Carnforth with Class 20 118 and
20 132 on the rear.

h 4
Wigan North Western was very busy on June

17th with No. 70000 ‘Britannia’ passing on
5Z41 Crewe to Carnforth with Class 20 118 and
20 132 on the rear.
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Mark Enderby

Engine Moves
Jeff Nicholls

Charter Scene
ECS and Light

Jeff Nicholls




Charter Scene
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ECS and Light
Engine Moves
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)

LSL’s Class 20s Nos. D8107 (20 107) and D8096
(20 096) speed past Wigan North Western on
June 17th working 0250 Askam to Crewe.
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A

Class 45 118 returning to Crewe from Keighley
passes Moore on June 17th.

A 4
Class 90 001 leads 89 001 back from Preston to

Crewe through a sunny Winwick on June 17th.
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Charter Scene ECS and Light Engine Moves

On June 17th, BR Standard Class 7 No. 70000
‘Britannia’ heads 5741 on the approach to
Carnforth during its test run from Crewe.

th
B e s - ~ .
S —. = i

i

a';.':'%iflll'aiﬂl—tl:,"m—i— 4 g

e A e .

r LS

L' —
o

M



www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 49

ECS and Light

Engine Moves

)

Class 40 No. D345 rolls south through the
cornfields of Winwick on a test run from
Carnforth to Crewe on July 1st. Class 37 685 -
brought up therearand led the ensemble back
to Carnforth later the same afternoon.

v

Southern ‘Pacific No. 34046 ‘Braunton’ and
Class 50 No. D400 ‘Fearless’ run past Winwick
whilst returning from Upperby to Crewe on
July 11th.
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On June 17th, Having been turned in Carnforth
Yard BR Class 7 No. 70000 ‘Britannia’ begins
its journey back to Crewe hopefully with a
successful test run.
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Charter Scene

ECS and Light
Engine Moves

On June 16th and under threatening skies its
a big welcome back to the mainline for LMS
8F Class No. 48151 as it works 5M50 passed

Starricks Farm to Hellifield and back to
Carnforth.

y
Class 57 302 passes Northampton on the tail

of 5751, the 07:09 Crewe H.S. to Southall Loco
Services Ltd. ECS move on June 12th.

A 4

Class 37 667 ‘Flopsie’ working a single HST
coach between 2 barrier coaches as 5047, the
08:17 Crewe H.S. to Eastleigh Arlington (Zg) at
Northampton on June 10th.
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Charter Scene
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)

No. 70000 ‘Britannia’ sweeps past Standish
with a test working from Crewe to Carnforth
on June 17th with Class 20 132 and 20 118
‘Saltburn by the Sea’ bringing up the rear.

A

Class 20 118 and 20 132 pass Cheney Longyville
with 5265 Goodrington C.H.S - Crewe H.S. on
June 25th,
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h 4
Class 90001 leads 89 001 as they pass Standish

on June 17th whilst working a return test from
Preston to Crewe.
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Charter Scene

ECS and Light
Engine Moves

)

Class 20 132 leads 20 118 and 47 712 as 0262
Crewe - Coton Hill through Battlefield on June
24th.

A

Class 20 132, 20 118 and LNER B1 No. 61306
‘Mayflower’ on 5Z61 Bishop’s Lydeard to
Southall Loco Services pass Swindon on July
3rd.
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the major lineside fire near Winsford which

resulted in huge delays and diversions???)
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Charter Scene

ECS and Light
Engine Moves

)

On June 17th, Locomotive Services’ Class

90 001 ‘Royal Scot’ and 89 001 ‘Avocet’ depart
Preston for Crewe having undertaken a test
run for 89 001.

A

Locomotive Services’ Peak Class 45 118 ‘The
RoyalArtilleryman’ passeslightenginethrough
Leyland on June 17th working from Keighley
(KWVR) - Crewe.

) 4
Two Tone Green Class 47 No. D1924 ‘Crewe

Diesel Depot’ top’n’tail with 57 302 pass
Northampton with 5751, the 07:09 Crewe H.S.
to Southall Loco Services Ltd. ECS move on
June 12th.
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Charter Scene

ECS and Light
Engine Moves

} Class 37 240 creeps towards Winwick on
July 11th whilst working the empty stock
to Liverpool Lime St. of the ill fated return
Cathedrals Express to Birmingham with GWR
Castle Class No. 7029 ‘Clun Castle’ on the rear.

A

‘Britannia’ arrives at Preston on June 17th with
a test run from Crewe.

v
BR Standard Class 7 No. 70000 ‘Britannia’,

Class 20 132, 20 118 and support coaches pass
through Leyland on June 17th returning to
Crewe on a test train from Carnforth.
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Avanti

The Pride Pendolino, Class 390 119 flashes
past Standish whilst working the 08:50

London Eustonto Edinburgh serviceon June

West Coast
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Beloved Avanti West Coast Train Manager

If you are regular on the Avanti West Coast network,
chances are you may have bumped into Train Manager
Bob Carpenterwithhisfriendlysmileand warmwelcome.
But what you may not know is that spritely Bob is one of
the oldest train managers in the UK at the age of 84.

Born in June 1942, the grandfather of six, grew up in
South London, near to the Brighton Main Line, where
he developed a love for the railways. Influenced by his
father’spassionfortrainsandaBritish Railrepresentative
at a school careers evening, Bob applied to the industry
and was offered a Fireman Cleaner role when he was
15-years-old. Teachers, however, did not approve the
early release from his studies, and the job offer had
expired by the time he had left school six months later.

After working two decades in clerical positions for Royal
Mail, he decided to make his dream to work with trains
a reality and joined British Railways in 1992 as Catering
Staff. He soon trained hisway up to Train Manager where,
nearly 35 years later, he continues to work on part-time
basis because he loves the industry and enjoys helping
customers with their journeys.

For Bob, the railway is a family affair as his grandson,
Nick, has followed in his footsteps by also joining the
industry. Nick Carpenter, 37, began with the West Coast
intercity operator straight after completing his A-Levels
in 2006, tracing a similar path to his grandad by starting
in catering and moving up to Train Manager.

Reflecting on his job, Bob said: “I’'ve loved the railway
since lwas akid. Growing up close the main line between
London Bridge and Brighton, | was sort of born into
the sounds of trains. | could have stopped work when |
reachedretirementage, butitgives me areasontogetup
in the morning. I have many interests at home; however
we’ve all got to have something which we love doing,
and working in this job is what I love doing. Working for
the railways is like working as part of a family, they’re
like an extended one. You care about these people as
you’re with them 12 hours a day, three times a week.”

He continued: “Looking back, some of my fondest
memories are of the Grand National Specials we used
to run in the nineties with volunteer crews. From the
moment | left Euston to the moment | got to Lime Street
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and back again, | just never stopped laughing. As a man
of my age at the time, | don’t know whether it’s working
with younger people, but it was the greatest fun I’'ve had
inyears.”

Working out of London Euston station, Bob travels all
over the West Midlands and North West every week,
providing a professional helping hand and welcoming
manner to customers onboard his trains. He is beloved
by his Avanti West Coast colleagues at the London hub
for his friendly, always-smiling nature.

Speaking about following in his grandad’s footsteps,
Nick added: “It was inevitable, to be honest with my
grandad being such a good role model. As a child I’d go
to his house with my brothers and he’d turn up in his
uniform at 9pm and tell us, ‘I’'ve been to Scotland and
backin a day’ - that for me that was magic.

“When | was 10, we were on holiday and took a trip on
the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway, where he
bought me a souvenir train whistle from the gift shop. It
satin my cupboard of keepsakes for years, and now, it is

in his 80s still welcomes customers onboard

my whistle for work, and | never leave without it.

“When | finally joined the railway, | remember my first
job that I had out on my own was actually working with
him as my guard. We did a Glasgow train on a Sunday
afternoon and it was really busy. He never stopped from
the moment we left the platform at Euston until we got
to Preston.”

Kathryn O’Brien, Customer Experience Director at
Avanti West Coast said: “Bob is a much-loved and highly
respected part of our onboard team, who displays an
incredible passion for the railway and his job every time
he steps onto a train.

“We talk about being a railway family, and for Bob the
railway has remained in his family with his grandson
Nick inspired to also become a Train Manager. They are
both such a joy amongst our Euston colleagues, and
Bob truly is a fantastic role-model to highlight that you
should never give up on achieving your dream job - no
matter your age.”
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Avanti

West Coast

Class 390 119 with a London Euston to
Edinburgh service passes Moore on June 17th.

y

On June 12th, Class 805 003 works a diverted
1A14, the 06:47 Holyhead to London Euston
service through Northampton.
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Class 390 130 passes through Northampton
with a diverted north bound service on June
12th.
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A _I_ o West Coast’s Class 57 314 hauls a failed
vanTti Avanti 390 040 past Manchester Oxford

Road on June 12th working 5255 Preston to

UJ CS 'I' C Oq4as 'I' Longsight depot.
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Avanti
West Coast

June 17th.

Avanti West Coast’s Class 805 Evero fleet has reached
a major milestone serving the West Coast Main Line by
notching five million miles on the network.

Entering into passenger service in June 2024, the Class
805s make up half of the intercity operator’s Evero
fleet, which comprises of 13 bi-mode (Class 805) and 10
electric (Class 807) trains. The fleet was introduced as
part of Avanti’s commitment to increasing the number
of services in its timetable and, for the Class 805s
specifically, the operator’s goal of reaching net zero by
2031.

Predominantly operating on Avanti’s route between
London and North Wales, the five million miles clocked
up by the Class 805s - the equivalent distance to circling
Earth 40 times - marks a major landmark in the fleet’s
progress since its launch last year.

These miles also contribute towards a greener way of
travelling for customers due to the bi-mode functionality
installed onthetrains, which allowsforalmosttwo thirds
of the journey between the capital and Holyhead

Class 390 119 returns from Edinburgh -
London Euston passing Norton Crossing on

to operate using electric power. The seamless transition
between this and diesel happens after services depart
from Crewe, where the remainder of the route along the
North Wales coast isn’t electrified.

Before the launch of the new fleet, the Class 221 model
previously operated the route between London and
North Wales, only running on diesel. In the year leading
up to April 2026, the Class 805 fleet produced almost
two-thirds less carbon per vehicle kilometre than its
predecessor in the year before.

As well as serving Holyhead and other destinations
in North Wales, the Class 805s operate some services
between London and the West Midlands. In January
and April this year, Avanti West Coast also utilised the
diesel power functionality of the trains to allow for it
to continue offering a rail service to customers via the
historic Settle and Carlisleroute, while essential upgrade
work closed the West Coast Main Line between Preston
and Carlisle. A total of 59,620 miles were completed
along the diversionary route across the days of closure.
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In addition, introducing the Class 805 fleet has allowed
for Avanti West Coast to enhance its service between
Londonand Chester,addingtwo additionalserviceseach
weekday in September last year - increasing the service
to hourly and boosting connectivity to destinations
along the North Wales route.

The award-winning Class 805 fleet continues to offer
customers a better travelling experience. Each five-
carriage train offers 16 percent more seats than its
predecessor, allowing for more customers to make
journeys to popular destinations within North Wales.
They offer more leg room, increased luggage space and
industry-leading accessibility features - including Braille
and large print labels on seats.

Owain Morgan, Senior Performance Manager at Avanti
West Coast, said: “The achievement of five million miles
by our Class 805 Everofleetis a significant milestone and
testament to both the performance of the fleet and our
colleagues who work tirelessly to ensure their reliability
each and every day.

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 59

“The introduction of a brand-new intercity fleet across
our network has represented a real step change in
both the service we offer and customer experience,
particularly for communities across North Wales.

“Passengers are now benefiting from modern,
comfortable trains designed around their needs. These
enhancements, combined with improved accessibility,
onboard technology and operational performance, are
helping us provide a higher-quality journey and support
our ambition to deliver the best possible experience for
customers travelling across the West Coast.”
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Avanti

e e

West Coast

)

Class 390 152 arrives at Wigan North Western
with 1M13 Preston to London Euston service
on June 25th.

y

Class 390 008 works a diverted 1H08 08:53
LondonEustontoManchesterPiccadillyservice
through Northampton on June 12th.

AVARTI Q-\
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Class805010workingadiverted 1D83,the09:00 -

London Euston to Holyhead passes through
Northampton on June 12th.

BT\
o EST GO




Avanti
West Coast

Class 390 131 passes Charnock Richard on July
1st with a service from Glasgow to London

Euston.

y

Class 390 016 hurries past Standish on its way
from Glasgow to London Euston on July 10th.

v

At Liverpool Lime Street on June 17th, Avanti
‘Evero’ No. 807 004 awaits departure with the

next service to London Euston.
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Avanti
West Coast

)

Class 390 138 flashes past Winwickon July 11th
with a service from London Euston to Glasgow.

y

Class 390042 passes Winwick on July 11th with
a service from Edinburgh to London Euston.

v

Class 390 122 sweeps through Standish with
a London Euston to Glasgow service on July
10th.
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Class 66 736 and 73 969 with the 21:15 London www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 63

C Q I A d onian Euston - Inverness arrive at Kingussie on May

12th.

Sleeper




Caledonian

Sleeper

Lee Stanford
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Class 68 021 powers an Explorer set on www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 65

a Stourbridge Junction - Bicester North
training run out of Leamington Spa on June
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Chiltern Railways Joins Rail Safe Friendly Programme at Gold Level

Chiltern Railways has proudly joined the Rail Safe
Friendly programme at Gold level, demonstrating its
commitment to educating young people about railway
safety and helping to prevent incidents of trespass and
unsafe behaviour across the rail network.

The Rail Safe Friendly programme enables schools and
the rail industry to work together towards a shared
goal: equipping children and young people with the
knowledge they need to stay safe around railways.
Through free,engaging educationalresources and direct
collaboration with industry partners, the programme
helps embed life-saving safety messages into schools
and communities nationwide.

By joining the programme at Gold level, Chiltern

Railways is supporting schools across its network to
access vital rail safety education while encouraging
long-term engagement with the initiative. Gold-
level membership reflects a strong commitment to
promoting rail safety awareness and supporting schools
in achieving accreditation through active participation
in the programme.

As part of its Gold-level partnership, Chiltern Railways
will sponsor 150 schools, helpingthem gain access to the
Rail Safe Friendly programme and its educational safety
resources. Through its involvement in Rail Safe Friendly,
Chiltern Railways is also creating long-term social value
by supporting safer communities, empowering young
people with life-saving education, and strengthening
engagement between the railway industry, schools, and

local communities across its network.

Rail Safe Friendly, delivered by Learn Live, continues to
grow across the UK rail industry, helping schools access
curriculum-linked rail safety content through live and
on-demand broadcasts. Schools can work towards
Bronze, Silver, or Gold accreditation by engaging with
the content and championing rail safety within their
communities.

Craig Kerr, Interim Head of HSSE at Chiltern Railways,
said: “We are proud to join the Rail Safe Friendly
programme at Gold level and support schools across our
network in delivering important rail safety education to
young people. Safety is at the heart of everything we do
at Chiltern Railways, and this partnership will help more

childrenunderstand how to stay safe around the railway.
By sponsoring 150 schools through the programme, we
areinvesting in safer communities and helpingto ensure
life-saving safety messages reach young people, parents
and teachers across the regions we serve.”

Stuart Heaton, Managing Director of Learn Live and Rail
Safe Friendly, said: “We are pleased to welcome Chiltern
Railways as a Gold-level supporter of the Rail Safe
Friendly programme. Their commitment demonstrates
the proactive role the rail industry is taking to improve
safety education for young people across the country.
By working together with rail partners and schools, we
can continue delivering impactful, life-saving messages
directly into classrooms and communities.”



C h o I _I_ Class 68 021 departs Eastleigh Depot on July 4th with 09:42 Eastleigh vvvvvv.ra|Italkmagazme.co.uk 06
I ern Depot - Banbury - Wembley empty stock working with Chiltern set CHO9.
In the background, Class 444 009 is seen passing as the rear unit of 08:35

R ‘e i I w O y S London Waterloo - Weymouth service.
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C h i I _I_ crn Class 68 031 and a Mk5 set passes Tyseley with vvvvvv.ra|Italkmagazme.co.uk of

a Bicester North to Stourbridge Junction depot
crew training run on July 3rd.
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Class 70 805 passes Helwith Bridge on June 13th
working a Carlisle N.Y. - Chirk log train.#
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Colas

Rail

)

Class 70 802 runs through Winwick with a
Carlisle to Chirk log train on July 11th.

Class 66 544 on hire to Colas top’n’tails with e e Rl |
70806 0n6F27Westbury Down TC to Patchway, R et Z o . I
seen heading through Swindon on June 6th. ~— "'-:-:-__:_;:_ TSTRNENE u R e Jh
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On June 23rd, Class 70 802, in the guise of
yard shunter, returns a rake of freshly-loaded
autoballasters from the loading dock at
Eastleigh to the yard, for later collection.
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Colas

Rail

)

Class 70 805 passes Sutton Park on June 9th
with6C3705:35 Chirk Kronospan - Carlisle Yard.

v

Class 70 806 with 70 809 dit on 6M40 Westbury
to Stud Farm pass Swindon on June 4th. Class
70 809 had failed at Wotton Bassett Junction
and 70 806 ran as 1799 Westbury to Wootton
Bassett to rescue the train which passed ek
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CrossCountry

)

Class 221 116 departs Penzance with 1S53
Penzance - Edinburgh service on June 29th.
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Refurbished Class 220 023 arrives into York on . -'“ - v S . ¥ ‘N | - o B F A=z 1"“—1.. -
June 12th working the 06:35 Bristol Temple M SEEREETs ' | = P LT et g
Meads to Newcastle service.




CrossCountry

i

)

Class 220 029 and 220 112 pass Heaton Norris
onJune22nd, working the 09:45 Bournemouth
to Manchester Piccadilly service.

y

Class 221 116 enters Penzance with 1C11 06:40
Bristol Temple Meads - Penzance service on
June 29th,

v

Class 170 618 stands at Leicester with 1L40
the 12:20 Birmingham New Street to Stansted
Airport service on June 11th.
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)

Class 66 168 heads southbound at Winwick on
June24thwith 6E16 Knowsley to Wilton loaded
refuse train.

y

Class66 109 passes Bayston Hill with 6245 16:00 '_'I-_': W { i) ﬂ r'I!"l'i'I'I'_Iiﬁl'

Arpley Sidings - Cardiff Tidal T.C.on June 9th.  PPoRES Pt ARt AR o MU R I
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Class66074withanArpleyto Tunstead working
passes Moore on June 17th.
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Class 66 099 with ‘We Stand with Ukraine’ livery
departs Rainford with 6E28 Knowsley to Wilton
loaded waste train on June 25th.

JUNCTION | T

y

Class 66 093 with a Knowsley to Wilton working
passes Stockport on June 18th.
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Morris Cowley M.AT to Southampton Eastern
Docks Arbels on June 23rd.
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At Rainford Junction, the signalman waits to take
the token from Class 66 099 ‘We Stand with Ukraine’

with 6E26 10:50 Knowsley to Wilton domestic and
industrial waste train, on a warm June 24th.
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DB
Cargo

Class 66 653 passes Kemps Eye with 6V75 09:31

Dee Marsh Reception Sidings - Margam T.C. on
June 18th.

Sl i v

y

Class 66 658 shunting 6V15 Boston Docks to

Swindon Stores is seen at Swindon on June
4th.

v

At Wigan Wallgate on June 17th, Class 66 099
‘We Stand With Ukraine’ passes through with
the daily Wilton to Knowsley waste empties.




DB
Cargo

)

On June 25th, Class 66 659 passes Bayston Hill
with 6V75 09:31 Dee Marsh Reception Sidings -
Margam T.C.

y

Class 66 023 passes Northampton working
6071 14:59 Daventry International Railfreight
Reception Rfd to Dollands Moor Sidings empty
water train on June 23rd.

v

Class 66 099 prepares to cross Heaton Norris
Junctionon June 22nd, working 6E26 the 10:52
Knowsley to Wilton loaded waste containers.
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)

Class 66 015 heads the 4M96 Southampton
- Birch Coppice past the magnificent floral
display at Leamington Spa on June 9th.

4 " LEABINGTON SPAR e
Class 66 108 forges through Charnock Richard ﬁf R 4
cuttingon July 1stwiththe SeaforthtoMossend R s |

intermodal.

v

Class 66 109 with Peel Ports decals, passes
through Preston on June 30th working an
intermodal train from Seaforth C.T. - Mossend.
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DB
Cargo

Class 66 654 clatters it’s way through Leicester
working 6D32 09:39 Elstow Redland Siding to
Mountsorrel Sidings empties on June 11th.

y

Class 66 100 passes through Blackburn on

June 30th with an engineers train from Crewe
Basford Hall - Brewery Junction.

v

Class 66 186 ‘Antony Slater’ works through
Leicester on June 11th with 6V92, the 10:34
Corby B.S.C. to Margam T.C. empties.
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D B AR
Cargo % |

Class 66 148 ‘Pride in Motion’ heads the 4M96
09:48 Southampton Birch Coppice at Tyseley
on June 19th. West Midlands Railway’s Class
172007 and 172 008 had just departed with the
13:22 Kidderminster - Whitlocks End service.

4 )
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v

Class 66 176 passes through Doncasteron June
30th working 6X07 York Engineers to Decoy
with DR92478 in tow.
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Direct Rail

Services

)

At the head of the delayed early morning
Tesco train, on July 1st Class 88 006 eases onto
the Down Slow line at Golborne to allow a
northbound Pendolino to overtake.

A

Class 66 429 passes through Wigan North
Western on June 17th running light engine as
OKO05 from Carlisle - Crewe via the S&C.

h 4

On June 17th, Class 66 423 passes through
Lancaster with an aggregates train from Shap
Summit Quarry - Doncaster.
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Direct Rail

Services

)

The regular 6K05 engineers train from Carlisle
to Crewe headed by Class 66 429 approaches
Hellifield on June 9th.

A

Class 66 424 and 68 008 pass light engine
through Preston on June 30th working from
Crewe Gresty Bridge - Carlisle Kingmoor.

A 4

Class 88 005 passes through Preston on June
10thworkingaTescointermodalfrom Daventry
- Coatbridge.
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Direct Rail
Services

)

Class 66 423 approaches Lancaster on June
17th with an aggregates train from Shap
Summit Quarry - Doncaster.

v

Class 66 431 powers through Winwick on July
11th at the head of the 4S44 service from
Daventry to Coatbridge.
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East Midlands
Railway
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)

Class 222 007 runs in to Leicester a few behind
schedule with 1B37, the 10:50 Nottingham to
London St. Pancras Internationalon June 11th.

y

Class810006 runsinto avery wet Leicesterwith
1C38, the 10:35 Sheffield to London St. Pancras
International on June 11th.

v

OnJunellth,Class810003 workingin multiple
with 810 004 eases into Leicester where it will

reverse with shakedown run 5Q30, the 10:26
from Old Dalby.
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Freightliner
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)

Class 90 039 in the ‘Back Bone of the Economy’
livery,with90021inthe‘Donald Malcolm’livery
pause at Preston on June 6th whilst working
4M30 the 11:00 Coatbridge to Daventry liner
which was being diverted via Bolton.

y

Class 66 542 sneaks round the back at Leicester

with 4L93, the 09:51 Lawley Street F.L.T. to . | . | i _ . .

Felixstowe North F.LT. on June 11th. i i | | (> R AERY ) 7 (O | [ - | “ A Y
| e =g T = | - — 'rf-' ﬂ ||

Class 66 533 leads 4L58, the 05:06 Trafford Park \ G . T e G e e ' % | ey

F.L.T. to London Gateway Freightliner through \| A S0 R T e e N T B S £ s : _"’**“*"t:h;-ﬁg.;ﬂh R 5.
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Freightliner

)

Class 66 507 working 4L44, the 07:57 Basford
Hall Yard (Fl) to London Gateway Freightliner
passes through Northampton on June 27th.

y

On June 27th, running 50mins late, the 4M93
11:59 London Gateway Freightliner to Basford
Hall Yard (Fl) trundles through Northampton
behind Class 66 598 with 66 509 and 66 554 DIT.

v

Class 66 509 ‘Freightliner Retirement
Association’ passes Northampton with 4L58,
the 05:06 Trafford Park F.L.T.to London Gateway
Freightliner on June 10th.

Freightliner
i
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Freightliner L

Class 66 505 arrives at Eastleigh station with
the 4M61 Southampton M.C.T to Trafford Park
F.L.T servicein tow on June 23rd before, having
executed a crew change, continuing on its way
north.

y

Class 66504yingsitswaysouthatNorthampton
with 4L60, the 07:20 Trafford Park F.L.T. to
London Gateway Freightliner service on June
12th.

v
Class 90 014 ‘Over The Rainbow’ and 90 009 i _ o e T
working 4M45, the 02:50 Felixstowe North F.L.T. e P e — st Lo
to Garston F.LT. heads through Northampton i TR S - e ST
on June 10th.
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Freightliner

)

On July 11th, the 4549 service from Daventry
to Grangemouth makes afinesight asitsweeps
past Winwick headed by Class 90 014 ‘Over the
Rainbow’ and 90 043.

A 4

Class90006leads90044,90039and 90004 past
Norton Bridge on June 13th with a Coatbridge
to Crewe working.
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On June 22nd, Class 66 751 had charge of 4H61 : S § “"-“'
11:17 Small Heath to Hindlow empty stone

hoppers, seen at Heaton Norris, Stockport.

y

Class 66 726 passes Walcot with 6M05 10:51
Tinsley Yard - Coton Hill T.C. on June 2nd.

h 4

Re-geared and renumbered Class66 671 passes
Stockport on June 17th hauling the regular
08:50 Peak Forest to Salford Hope Street.
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Class 66 307 runs towards Cheadle Hulme on
June 27th, working 6G93 the 15:46 Basford Hall
to Stalybridge engineers train.

y

Class 66 744 ‘Heart of Wales’ running light
engine as 0Z67, the 14:19 Wembley Loco
Sidings P,Q,R to Bescot Up Engineers Sidings
route learner passes Northampton on June
23rd.

h 4

Re-geared and renumbered Class 66 687 runs
past Felling on the Newcastle Metro route,
working 6N87 Lynemouth PS to Tyne Coal
Terminal on June 12th.
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)

Class 66 755 ‘Tony Berkeley OBE’ with 6M53
Goonbarrow - Cliffe Vale loaded China Clay
approaches Dawlish Warren on June 22nd.
Also in the consist is 66 712 which had been
stranded at Par with a coolant leak.

y

Class 66 799 ‘Modern Railways Diamond
Jubilee’ was found dead in consist of 4M47,
the 11:35 London Gateway GBRf to Hams Hall
GBRf with 99 006 working the train on June
23rd.

W 0OnJune3rd,duskatWinwickand a high1SO
sees less than half of one of the longest trains
that pass through on a regular basis. Class

66 755 with the Dagenham Docks - Mossend
trainofFordvehiclescrawlstowardsaredsignal
to allow a pair of Freightliner 90s to overtake.
This train runs as 6X77, due to its length.
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Class 66 719 ‘Michael Portillo’ heads the Hams
Hall to Mossend intermodal through Charnock
Richard cutting on July 1st.

y

Class 99 006 with 66 799 ‘Modern Railways
Diamond Jubilee’ dead in consist passes
Northampton with 4M47, the 11:35 London
Gateway GBRfto Hams Hall GBRf on June 23rd.
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Class 66 771 with a Small Heath to Hindlow
working passes Stockport on June 18th.
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GB Railfreight (GBRf), in collaboration
with Maritime Transport and DP World,
has marked a significant milestone in the
introduction of its new Class 99 locomotive
fleet, as testing progressed to the next
stage on Wednesday June 17th, with an
intermodal service successfully operating
between DP World’s London Gateway and
Maritime’s Hams Hall Rail Freight Terminal.

The successful operation represents
one of the final stages in the testing and
commissioning programme ahead of full
commercial operations for the Class 99
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GB RAILFREIGHT MARKS NEXT KEY MILESTONE FOR CLASS 99

FLEET WITH INTERMODAL SERVICE TRIAL

fleet, which are due to commence in July.

Thetrial saw one of GBRf’s new locomotives
haulingaliveintermodalservice alongakey
strategic freight corridor, demonstrating
the Class 99’s capability in real operating
conditions. The newfleetrepresentsamajor
step forward for UK rail freight, combining
electric and diesel capability to make the
cleanest and safest way of moving goods
around the country even cleaner and safer.

By successfully operating between London
Gateway and Hams Hall Rail Freight

Terminal, the trial underlines both the
operational flexibility of the Class 99s and
their role in supporting more sustainable,
resilient, and productive intermodal
logistics across the UK.

This trial comes in the same week that
the newest member of the Class 99 fleet,
locomotive 99010, arrived at Avonmouth,
further strengthening the fleet ahead of
entry into service.

John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight, said:
“This is one of the final milestones before

the Class 99s enter full commercial service,
and it is fantastic to see an intermodal train
hauled by one of these new locomotives
on the network. The Class 99 represents a
real step change for our industry, building
on rail’s position as the cleanest and most
productive way to move goods around the
country.

“After a successful trial, we are ready to
deliver a new era for rail freight in Britain.”

JohnBailey,ManagingDirector-Intermodal
at Maritime Transport, said: “We are very
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pleased to beworking closely with GBRfand
DP World on this important trial, marking
another positive step in the introduction of
the Class 99 fleet.

“The successful operation into Hams Hall
Rail Freight Terminal demonstrates the
strength of collaboration across the rail
freight sector, and the important role our
rail terminal network continues to play in
connectingthe UK’s major ports with inland
markets, giving businesses greater access
to efficient, low-carbon routes across the
country.”
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Class 69 010 passes Mount Pleasant Crossing, e = H?_ 8 SRR TR et
Southampton on a sunny June 15th with 14:48 | o ' i '
Eastleigh - Westbury engineers train which on
this occasion consisted of two wagons.
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Class 66 307 passes Walcot on June 23rd with
6M05 10:51 Tinsley Yard - Coton Hill Yard.
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On June 3rd, Class 99 006 and 66 749 race
through a very wet Earlestown station on
another Tuebrook - Drax trial working, this
time via the Calder Valley route. The building
on the left is part of the very historic station.
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Viewed from the Bishopstoke Road bridge, the
yard at Eastleigh is fairly quiet on the afternoon
of June 23rd. Locos in view are (l-r) Class
70 802,66 716,66 747,69 014 and 66 551.
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A chance meeting of two re-geared GBRf locos,
neitherincorporatelivery,occurredatHellifield
on June 9th when grey Class 66 693 heading
the 12:37 Horton to Brindle Heath loaded stone
passed green 66 689 taking empty box wagons
to Horton quarry for loading.

il

h 4

Spending the day on yard shunting duties,
Class 69 011 pauses to take in the hot sun at
Eastleigh on June 23rd.
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Class 66 727 passes through St. Helens | ' =
Junction station with 6E09, Liverpool FLT to N
Drax Biomass on June 24th.

MARITIME ..,

v oe M vy

Class 66301 workingthe 6M05 Tinsley to Coton
Hill passes Oakengates on June 16th.




)

Class 66 710 working the 3Z19 Cranmore to
Doncaster Decoy Down Yard is seen at Swindon
on June 4th, with 66 766 on the rear.

y

Class 66 745 hauls classmates 66 726 and
66 723 through Guide Bridge on July 4th with
OMS80 Doncaster to Crewe Basford Hall.

v

Class 66 766 ‘Gail Richardson’ eases 4124, the
05:36 East Midlands Gateway Terminal GBRf
to London Gateway GBRf into platform 1 at
Northampton on June 10th.
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Transpennine route upgrade sees engineering

trains pass Castleton and on June 6th Class ==

66 750 working 6219 Crewe to Bradley Wood £ gy ’
Jct. pulls out of Castleton goods loop with i i

I

i

|

¥

|

I
66 735 on the rear. :' ' o |

y

Class 69007 with a Doncasterto Tuebrook light
engine move is seen at Moore on June 28th.

T

g

i

W Running on electric power, Class 99 006
leads 66 749 with a Tuebrook - Drax Biomass
trainatCulchethfootcrossing. The Class 99 had
beenontrialsontheliverpoolDocks-Tuebrook
trains and was bound for Drax via Healey Mills.
It only got as far as Bradley Junction where the
train was cancelled because of a bridge strike,
according to RTT, June 1st.

et
-55,4“ '-:"a‘a!‘l s l_shr F IR Yy
s\ . it“ T

he P L S
ey i | o0 e s g B
" I-;:‘."‘I"'TI- r.:ll (Rl =

e 472 | T

o HATE S
e




o T L AW | il a e a11id LT 2 . I A B g B e
...._.'ﬂq_ A U - o ¥ L Sl =l ..__.. _...__.._.r._-.__m.. 1......._.__. !
?_ :qfv i i . | oy i = b b .1p.*mﬂ%fnﬁﬁrr 8]
i N G LR G A LT TR T 0 Sl Pl ey [ el g B e A L2

o ¥

uk 99

7 m__.q..

el Ly

-r-'_..'
- =
T

Ty |

e

i
L,

- ﬂj -
3
i

[talkmagazine.co

WWW.Idl

TR T

i

e i

==
ng P
—
e,
S e

s

=

.
e .

sssassoPODRED
—— e s [

|es.

duti

Aventra

:

)

6th

.....q

Ir nex

e

=
L]

J
T

;

il
®

5

A

June

.

L

ing the

ing of
ts Class 720 140 and 720 144 stand in

IoNn awal

s
——
—

On a dull even
uni

Clacton stat

\Y
e
O
\Y
O




ST R | —— - www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 100

Great Western
Railway

Class 802 106 passes through Long Rock on the
approach to Penzance with 1C01 06:00 London
Paddington - Penzance on June 29th.




Great Western
Railway

Class 802 108 passes through the Pool between e a2 0L T e, 1 s Tl (A ¢ DI T, T SR ﬁ«
Camborne and Redruth with 1A84 10:20 4 ) A ' g | A o et S T
Penzance - London Paddington on July 3rd.

y

On June 29th, Class 175 007 is seen sat in the
sidings at Penzance after failing at St. Erthon a
Plymouth bound service two days earlier.

v

Class 165 102 on 5Q66 St. Phillips Marsh to
Wolverton passes through a wet Swindon on
June 6th.
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Great Western
Railway

Class 802 009 leads 802 016 through the Pool
between Camborne and Redruth with 1C72
08:03 London Paddington - Penzance on July
3rd.

y

Class802001departsPenzancewith2P1311:50
Penzance - Plymouth service on June 29th.
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Class 175 115 heads through the Pool between
Camborne and Redruth with 2C05 06:55 Exeter
St. David’s - Penzance service on July 3rd.
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Heavy Haul

Rail

)

Class 70 008 storms through Guide Bridge
working a late running 6H51 Dowlow to
Ashburys stonetrainon July 2nd.
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Passing through Guide Bridge on July 4th  Shizd || S8 4& ¢ A
was Class 66 951 on 6Y33 Crewe Basford
Hall to Stalybridge ballast working for the

TransPennine Route Upgrade.

Freighthiner
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v

En route from Fareham, Hanson Aggregates
with the 6V16 service to Whatley Quarry, Class
66 618 ‘Railways Illustrated Annual
Photographic Awards / Alan Barnes’ pauses at
Eastleigh Station on June 23rd.
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Heavy Haul
Rail

Class 66 419 and 66 545 pass Kempseye with
6Y46 04:15 Ninian Park to Crewe Basford Hall
Yard on June 18th.

y

Class 59 001 on 6C47 Appleford to Whatley
heads through Swindon on June 6th.

v

On a hot June 22nd, Class 59 204 brings its
loaded rake of 16 assorted hopper wagons
to a stand as the driver prepares to enter the

i

Tolworth Day Aggregates facility, immediately ' - g L e e e G N LTS ' (et a e e, T ase
after passing through the station. The run from ' ' . 2T i s\ h s W A L e S e T MRS e U T
Hanwell Bridge Loop has taken just under two

hours.
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Class 66622 on adiverted 6C52 West Drayton to <l —— e— . e 3. — 8 T
EastUskYardviaGloucester,duetoengineering NaSRAR Y . N | = T = < T —ENFTCE !t.lﬁ'll-.ﬁ -
in the Severn Tunnel, is seen at Swindon on M e - e e = ool = B ' ]
June 4th.
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Class 66 623 passes light engine through B tel . Freightiirer S
Sheffield on June 2nd, heading from Tunstead oAy . L ]EEE:!E ﬁEﬁEE
Sidings - Leeds Balm Road. —"g ' - .
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Class 70 016 passes through Sheffield on June
2nd,with arakeofcementtanksfrom Dewsbury
Blue Circle Cement - Hope (Earl Sidings).
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Class 91 111 departs Leeds with a service
to London King’s Cross on June 10th.
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To mark the 150th anniversary of the birth
of Sir Nigel Gresley, former Chief Mechanical
Engineer of the original LNER, a special
Azuma train livery has been unveiled at
Doncaster railway station.

‘Gresley 150’ marks the work and influence
of the railway pioneer, famous for designing
iconic locomotives such as Mallard and
Flying Scotsman, who was instrumental in
changing the face of the railway industry in
the 1900s.

In a special event at Doncaster station,
guestsincludingSirNigelGresley’sgrandson
and great-granddaughter were amongst

A Moving Legacy: LNER Unveils ‘Gresley 150" Azuma Livery
to Celebrate Life of Railway Pioneer

the first people to see the striking livery on
the side ofamodern LNER Azuma train (unit
No. 801 228).

The design features original technical
drawings of Gresley locomotives from the
archives of the National Railway Museum,
alongside artwork depicting the Mallard
steam engine by John Park of Poster
Creative, and a bust of Sir Nigel Gresley. Its
Garter Blue colour is the same iconic colour
that Gresley introduced for his streamlined
A4 Pacific steam locomotives in 1937.

After being unveiled on Platform 8 at
Doncaster station, invited guests then

enjoyed a return trip to York on the train’s
inaugural journey with its new livery. In
the coming days, it will travel thousands
of miles across the East Coast Main Line
to destinations including Newcastle,
Edinburgh, Leeds, and London.

David Horne, Managing Director of LNER,
said: “Thisisamomentousdayinthe history
of LNER as we recognise the significant
impact that Sir Nigel Gresley had on the
original LNER, as well as the wider rail
industry.

“He was a pioneer, a true innovator, and is
regarded as one of the all-time railway

A

greats. It is fitting for us to mark the 150th
anniversary of his birth with this special
livery, which will be a moving legacy as
we see this LNER Azuma travelling across
the length of the East Coast Main Line,
showcasingGresley’sinfluencetothousands
of customers each day.”

Ben Godfrey and Nina Britten, grandson and
great-granddaughter of Sir Nigel Gresley,
said: “We are incredibly proud of our
grandfather and great-grandfather who did
so much to positively change the railway.
Alongside many steam locomotives and
artefacts related to Sir Nigel Gresley that
continue to be preserved, this new livery

will tell a new generation of the impact felt
by millions of people, both historically and
in today’s world.”



Meet LNER train driver Bond, Jamie Bond.

Not only has Jamie got a licence to drive
a LNER Azuma, he also spends time on
His Majesty’s service, mixing his railway
role with travelling the world as an Army
Reservist.

Jamie joined LNER in April 2025 as an
apprentice train driver, qualifying in April
this year. Before the railway, Jamie joined
the Army at 18 and then moved to policing,
spending ten years as a frontline response
officer.

Throughout his policing career he
continued his service as an Army Reserve,
a commitment he has maintained up to
the present day. He now serves in 165
Port & Maritime Regiment, Royal Logistic
Corps as a Vehicle Specialist, a role which
involves the coordination and mobilisation
of some of the British Army’s most essential
vehicles to the frontline: from quad bikes to
challenger tanks. It’s a role that has taken
him across the world, experiencing global
operations and exercises, where his skills
and leadership have earned him a recent
promotion to Sergeant.

Speaking about his commitments Jamie
said: “I do get questions about my ‘double
life’ and how my two roles work together.
There are alot of transferable skills between
the Armed Forces and railway, and my
experience is that both jobs complement
each other incredibly well. Leadership,
decision-making, people skills are just a
few of the many qualities that each roles
requires, so one strengthens the other. I've
also found that military and railway share
the same core values and both have a love
for an acronym!”

When asked if he’d recommend becoming
an Army Reservist to others, Jamie said,
“Absolutely. The sense of accomplishment
and achievement | receive is fantastic;

The double life of LNER driver Jamie bond

plus, the fact the skills and training are so
complementary. I’'d say the same to those
in the military who may be considering a
different path, therailwayisagreatindustry
tojoin, and you’ll find it has the same sense
of camaraderie and belonging as the Armed
Forces.”

The Reservist role involves a commitment
to spend at least 27 days a year in the job,
undergoing continuous training. Under the

‘one Army’ concept the role is integrated
within the ‘full-time’ military and carries
the same expectation of deployment to
frontline areas.

James Downey, Finance Director and
Executive Sponsor of LNER Armed Services
Network Reveille, said: “Therailway and the
Armed Forces have a proud, long-standing
connection, and at LNER we’re committed
to supporting those who serve. I’m proud

Al

to be the Executive Sponsor of Reveille, our
Armed Forces staff network, which plays
a key role in connecting, supporting, and
championing colleagues from across the
business who are involved in the military
community. Our Reservist colleagues bring
valuable skills, discipline and leadership,
and we are dedicated to creating an
environment where they can thrive in both
their careers and their service.”
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The 2Z01 Preston to Derby manager’s special
on July 2nd passes Guide Bridge with ‘Caroline’
being pushed by Class 37 418, taking the line
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‘Caroline’ is propelled by Class 37 418
as they approach Charnock Richard on
a Glasgow - Wigan - Preston working on
July 1st. The onward intended working to
Merseyside was cancelled.
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Lumo 6 car unit Class 222 603 heads away
through Standish on June 17th with a trial
working from Stirling to London Euston.
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Becoming a common sight now on the WCML,
but still a bit of a novelty, Class 222 603 passes
the ripening corn at Winwick with the 08:50 | . ot F O AR e s S e .
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Network P
Rail

)

Colas power cars Nos. 43274 and 43303
working 1Q55 Derby R.T.C. to Derby R.T.C. pass
Oakengates on June 12th.

y

Colas power cars Nos. 43274 and 43303 with
a Slateford to Derby working pass Moore on
June 17th,
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The 1Q23 Bristol Kingsland Road to Derby R.T.C
- Network Rail exits Stratton loop on June 11th
with power car No. 43303 leading.



Network
Rail

)

On June 12th, power cars Nos. 43274 and
43303 are seen on Hencote Bank with 1Q55
11:44 Derby R.T.C. (Network Rail) - Derby R.T.C.(
Network Rail).

y

Colas Rail power cars Nos. 43251 and 43272,
both recently repainted, pass through Preston
on June 30th with a Network Rail Track
Inspection Train from Derby R.T.C. - Carlisle.

A 4

Route learner 0Z50 operated by power cars
Nos. 43277 ‘Safety Task Force’ and 43303 are
boarded at Doncaster by its crew ready to
depart on June 30th.
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Network
Rail

)

Class37099and 37422 top’n’tailthe Ultrasonic

test train on June 12th as it passes Stoneyford
Lane.
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Power cars Nos. 43303 and 43274 pass through
Lancaster on June 17th working a Network Rail

Inspection train as 1Q26 from Slateford Depot
- Crewe.
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Rail

Adventure

)

Power cars Nos. 43484 and 43468 with 0J25
Loughborough to Bury pass Diggle on June
10th.

y

Rail Adventure move 5723 from Bury to
Doncaster Wagon Shops reverses at Castleton
on June 16th with No. 43468 leading 60103
‘Flying Scotsman’ and 43484 on the rear.

v

A returning Rail Adventure move with power
cars Nos. 43468 and 43484 pass platform 1
at Rochdale with 5D26 Bury to Chaddesden
Sidings empty stock move on June 10th.
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Rail Operations
Group F .
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Class 93 004 and 93 008 on a wagon move to T —

{f L“" L

Mossend for tests to Daventry, pass Moore on i e X = A
June 6th. e gl ' -

y

Class 37 501 ‘Teesside Steelmaster’ passes
Bayston Hillon June 10th 5Q78 11:45 Holyhead s, s
Carriage M.D. - Cardiff Canton Sidings. P T N
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Class 93 008 and 93 004 top’n’tail a Mossend
to East Midlands Gateway working through s
Winwick on June 10th. i
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Rail Operations

Group

)

Class 93 004 heads a short test working of
containers north through Leyland on June
8th. Heading from Crewe to Mossend, the
combination returned south the following day.
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Class 93 006 and 93 007 top and tail a pair of
barrier coaches as they pass Winwick on June
11th on a working from Inverness to Crewe.
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Rail Operations
Group

Class37884workingthe5Q40Cardiff-Holyhead
passes Battlefield on June 24th.
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Class 93 008 is seen on the rear of a short test =& SSegiedis S8 E Wi e 0 2oe s o s Waay, =i | o T SR
working of containers north through Leyland A WA R e e ER RG-S S - S e i,
on June 8th led by Class 93 004. Heading from

Crewe to Mossend, the combination returned

south the following day.
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Working 5M58 Leeds Holbeck to Derby R.T.C.
Class 37 512 ‘Thornaby Demon’ and 37 510

‘Orion’ speed past Saddleworth on June 12th. gl RS 8 R TS e T R RS Tt SR Rt P s e T e
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On June 22nd, Class 185 108 and 185 123 run
slow line at Heaton Norris Junction, working
the 10:23 Cleethorpes to Liverpool Lime Street
service.
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On June 10th, Class 397 006 arrives at Preston
working a service to Glasgow.

v

A pair of Class 185s on a service to Liverpool
passed the remains of Fiddlers Ferry power

station at Penketh on June 14th.




. Class802214 passesthrough St.HelensJunctionstationwith9EQ9 Liverpool
T rans P egnnine Lime Streetto Newcastleservice. St. Helens Junction stationwasopenedon

1833 as partofthe Liverpool and Manchester Railway. The station originally

E X p re s sS had four platforms but only two survive, and the remaining Booking Office
and Waiting Room are now Grade 2 listed.
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Transport

for Wales

Class 67 008 and DVT No. 82227 pass Bayston
Hill with 1W50 16:30 Manchester Piccadilly -
Cardiff Central on June 8th.
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Class 197 113 passes Kemps Eye with 1V84 A AT ' [ S i e e R e
08:35 Holyhead to Cardiff Central on May 23rd.
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Class 153 909 and 153 367 are seen at Cheney
Longville with 2M12 17:38 Llandrindod -
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