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Railtalk Magazine Xtra, a magazine written Photographic Contributions

by the Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why All Photographic contributions should to be sent
not join the team. We are always looking for to us via email, post or via the members section
talented photographers and writers to join us at  page on our website. Contact addresses are
Railtalk. Be it though pictorial submissions or via provided above.

a written article featuring an event or railtour,

All images should be provided at a resolution of

at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Whenever | visit stations outside of the UK, the majority of
them are clean, pleasant and well maintained, even the
smaller ones. Well | have been impressed that although
DB in Germany is trying to save money in order to reduce
its debt, thereisstill the passionforkeeping stationsclean

DB starts spring cleaning at hundreds of stations

Deep cleaning in around 700 stations « Future stations
benefit particularly « DB will invest a total of more than
100 million euros in cleanliness at its stations in 2025 « The
sense of security among travellers and station visitors will
iImprove

Deutsche Bahn (DB) is launching a comprehensive cleaning
campaign in April at more than 100 future stations and
around 600 other stations across Germany. Hundreds of DB
employees are on a massive mission, tackling platforms,
stairs, tunnels, elevator shafts, glass surfaces, control
panels on vending machines and elevators, furniture, and
display cases. Thelaborious removal of graffitiand chewing
gum is also part of the effort. The goal: to visibly improve
the appearance of the stations.

Ralf Thieme, Member of the Board of Management for
Passenger Stations at DB InfraGO AG: “Once a year, a
major clean-up is necessary - this applies to train stations
as much as to our living rooms. Our travellers and station
visitors want clean stations. We are investing more than
100 million euros in this this year. And it’s money well spent.
Our surveys show that where things are clean and well-
maintained, our passengers are happy to board the train.”

Spring cleaning will take place nationwide over the nextten
weeks. Many cities and municipalities, including Dresden,
Erfurt, Saarbrticken, and Wiesbaden, are participating and
simultaneously cleaning the area around the stations.

Passenger surveys show that the sense of safety increases
when the station is clean.

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk

Welcome to Issue 224 Xtra

One focus of the major cleaning campaign is the more than
100 future stations nationwide that DB modernized last
year.

What are stations of the future?

DB is modernizing its stations of the future in a holistic and
clear quality standard, with attractive design, improved
comfort through more weather protection and new
waiting furniture, better passenger information, greater
accessibility, and modern lighting. They are as accessible
and attractive as possible for passengers. Stations of the
future are exemplary of the success of DB’s S3 renovation
program: DB is developing stations of the future quickly
and according to high standards.

In 2024, DB converted 113 stations into stations of the
future. In 2025, the stations of the future will go into
series production: another 100 will follow this year. DB is
modernizing with consistent design concepts along entire
lines and routes, including stations on the Hamburg-Berlin
line, which will be completely renovated in 2025. In addition
to the stations of the future, DB will modernize hundreds
more stations across Germany in 2025

Until next month...
David
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Slovenian DMU No. 713.103 working train No. LP3209 SBB Cargo Xload Class 193.458 ‘Wasserturm Mannheim’

from Ljubljana to Crnomelj has just departed the halt at is seen near Valburg on April 3rd working a Rail Hub

Otovec on March 19th. Thomas Niederl Milano, Melzo (Hannibal/Contship) to Botlekterminal,

Rotterdam (C.RO Ports) intermodal. Erik de Zeeuw
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With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our
task of putting these magazines
together a joy when we see so many
great photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without contributions from:
Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,
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John Balaam, Brian Battersby,
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Richard Hargreaves, Dave Harris,
James Haywood, Brian Hewertson,
Paul Hewertson, Stuart Hillis,
David Hollowood, Colin Irwin,
John Johnson, Richard Jones,
Anton Kendall,

Colin Kennington, Ken Livermore,
Mathijs Kok, David Lindsell,
Barry Longson, Michael Lynam,
Kevin McCormick, Phil Martin,
David Mead, Chris Morrison,

Ken Mumford, Alan Naylor,
Gerald Nicholl,

Jeff Nicholls, Chris Perkins,

Mark Pichowicz,

Colin Pidgeon, Neil Pugh,

Andy Pratt, Andre Pronk,

Alan Rigby, Charlie Robbins,

Gerard van Vliet

Bryan Roberts, Barry Robinson,
Dennis Rowland, Tim Saunders,
Neil Scarlett,

Paul Senior, Alan Sinclair,

John Sloane, Laurence Sly,

Lee Stanford, Steve Stepney,
Steven Thompson,

Mark Torkington, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross, Gerard van Vliet,
David Wood, Leuan Wood,
Shep Woolley, Erik de Zeeuw
and the guys at RailUK.



OBBRailCargoGroup(RCG)andERREuropean
Rail Rent are banking on continuity: in 2024,
the companies extended their partnership
- keeping 500 tried-and-tested Shimmns
wagons reliably on the rails.

The partnership between RCG and ERR is
a prime example of long-term cooperation
and mutual trust. The two companies have
workedhandinhandformanyyearsandhave
continued to develop their collaboration to
serve the needs of the industry in freight
transport efficiently and with high quality.

One example of this is the Shimmns
wagons, which are specially optimised for
the sustainable transport of coils - coiled
steel or metal strip. 500 Shimmns, which are
provided by ERR, are permanently available

Partnership with ERR extended: Trust and sustainability on the rails

towell-known steel customersinAustriaand
Europe.Byextendingtheircooperation,both
partners are demonstrating their reliability
and their ability to respond jointly to
constantly changing market requirements.

More rail - less CO,

The steel industry is increasingly focusing
on sustainability - not only in production,
but also in transport. Shimmns wagons are
therefore making an important contribution
to shifting steel transport from road to
environmentally friendly rail. This means
lower emissions, more efficient logistics
chains and an important contribution to the
green transformation of the industry. The
ongoing cooperation and joint commitment
of ERR and RCG thus contribute to the goal
of a sustainable future.

Broad wagon portfoliofor strongindustries
The partnership between RCG and ERR has
a long tradition: in addition to the Shimmns
wagons, RCG already uses tank wagons,
container wagons, open freight wagons,
bulk freight wagons and special wagons for
the transport of mineral oil. The continuous
expansion of the portfolio reflects the
efforts of both companies to continuously
develop innovative and reliable solutions
for the different industries. The common
goal: efficient, reliable and environmentally
friendly logistics solutions for the industry

railrent.com

of tomorrow.

TransFER Salzburg-Augsburg extended to Ulm

OBB Rail Cargo Group (RCG) is expanding
its existing TransFER Salzburg-Augsburg
to include a further destination: Ulm. This
makes the TransFER an even more efficient
connection between Austria and Southern
Germany.

The TransFER Salzburg-Augsburg-Ulm
now operates with three round trips per
week instead of two, one of which has
been extended to Ulm. This expansion
strengthens the link between Southern
Germany and RCG’s international
TransNET, while improving conventional
single wagonload services for customersin
various industries. It not only facilitates the
flow of goods between the two regions, but
alsostrengthenssupplychainsofnumerous
companies in Central and South-Eastern
Europe. Dangerous goods in accordance
withRID canalsobetransported. RCGoffers
efficient end-to-end logistics solutions
- from transshipment and state-of-the-
art warehousing to professional customs
clearance.

Direct connection from Salzburg via
Augsburg to Ulm

Rail-based antenna connections bring
goods from all over Austria to Salzburg,
where the TransFER is assembled. The
main leg then continues to Augsburg and
Ulm - with a continuous connection in
the reverse direction back to Salzburg. In
Ulm, goods can either be delivered directly
to customers via their own sidings, or - if
no rail access is available - via the nearby
transshipment hub in Ummendorf for
collection and delivery.

available for products such as paper rolls,
heavy plate and coils. Storage is provided
in an area of around 5,000 square metres.
Road transport is available for the first and
last mile to ensure seamless delivery and
collection to and from end customers. This
creates a highly flexible and tailor-made
solution: while customers with their own
siding can be supplied directly via Ulm, the
Ummendorf hub handles distribution for
companieswithoutadirectrail connection.

Transshipment hub Ummendorf:
Efficient handling and flexible
distribution

The hub in Ummendorf is ideally
equipped for the transshipment
between rail and road. A wide variety
of goods - with the exception of
containers and round timber - are
handled efficiently on approximately
2,000 metres of track. Handling takes
place both under cover and in open
areas. Specialised handling is

AUGSBURG

SALZBURG

Special prize at the
Energy GlobeAward

Rail transport causes significantly fewer
emissions than road transport - however,
standard market tools are only able to
calculate the actual extent of the savings on
the basis of average values. With the MEILS
emissions calculator, the OBB Rail Cargo
Group (RCG) has succeeded in calculating the
emissions values precisely and separately for
each rail transport operation. It represents
a milestone in the transition to sustainable
transport - this was also the opinion of the
jury of the prestigious Energy Globe Award,
which presented the RCG with a special prize
for this achievement on March 27th.

What distinguishes the MEILS project?
MEILS stands for “Mapping Environmental
Impacts of Logistics Solutions”. The project
therefore aims to quantify the positive effects
of rail transport on the environment. The
tool collects data on all transport operations
handled by RCG and collates it to calculate the
emissions. In addition to the specific cargo

mass, the calculation also takes the type of
traction actually used and the exact route into
account. Finally, a TUV-certified certificate
shows the emissions for all consignments in
an individually defined period and compares
them against the value that would have been
generated transporting them by road. This
documentservesasproofforRCGcustomersof
the sustainability report and as confirmation
of their unavoidable emissions in the market
being offset.

A benefit for RCG customers and society

In addition to the RCG customers who benefit
from this advanced calculation technology,
the project has a positive effect on society as
a whole: it makes the environmental impact
of transport modes visible and thus serves
to raise awareness. With the use of actual
consignment-specific data, RCG is once again
able to position itself as an international
pioneer.
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The year 2024 was extremely challenging for the entire
Europeanrailfreight market. Acutedeclineof commodity
volumes traditionally transported by railway continued 1§
and many of large carriers across the EU report massive
losses, staff reduction and issues with liquidity. Despite Ees
further growth in transport performance of CD Cargo &%
branches and subsidiaries abroad, the total volume of =
transportdecreasedto56.7millionoftonnesin2024.“The §
decrease in volumes occurred above all on the domestic g5
transport market, particularly as a consequence of 2
gradual decline in transport of lignite to power stations &
and heating plants. In the field of metallurgical industry, g
essential reduction in production of Liberty Ostrava was ga*
crucial, and lower demand was also for transport of
timber by railway,” comments Tomas Toth, chairman of

the Board of CD Cargo, as

CD Cargo was reacting continuously to the performance
decline and started its transformation in time with the |

aim to adapt itself to the new reality and prepare for

the future. “The change in the structure of transported £
commodities and the overall decline in performance

on the rail freight market in the Czech Republic leads %

us to inevitable reduction in capacities for which we ¢
don’t have use. We systematically lower the numbers

of freight wagons, locomotives, and also employees. A | >
fundamental change is also happening in the product == f'#" e
of Single Wagon Loads, which is economically no longer ,:*E
sustainable in its current form,” continues Tomas Toth. g

The freight transport segment itself registered a & "%

loss of CZK 945 million. “The economic results were *
negatively influenced above all by transactions related ?.n;—
to the ongoing process of downsizing the company - *
reserves for severance payments to employees and '.ﬁ
one-time revaluation of the assets, ie redundant rolling
stock,” explains Tomas Toth. In total, these accounting ﬁ‘ﬁ
transactions exceeded the amount of one billion Czech |
crowns. In case of asset revaluation, it means no real =
expenditure, but a necessary accounting adjustment ==

which supports transparent management and long- ; A

'1'-'

term sustainability of the company. =

Photo: ©CD Cargo
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Alstom,globalleaderinsmartandsustainable
mobility, announces an unprecedented
investment plan of more than 150 million
euro at its French sites to meet the growing
demand of the French and international
rail market, particularly for very high-speed
trains.

“The very high-speed market is currently
experiencing strong growth and Alstom
is delighted to see the growing interest in
the Avelia Horizon double-deck high-speed
train, a truly unique offering on the market”,
said Frédéric Wiscart, President of Alstom
France. “Thisunprecedented programme for
the Group will enable us to meet our current
commitments and strengthen Alstom’s
industrial base with innovative technologies
stemming from Industry 4.0 to better serve
customers”.

Alstom announces an investment plan of over 1350 million euro
to increase production capacity at its sites in France

Responding to market demand

To better meet the growing demand from
the French and international markets for its
Avelia very high-speed train platform and
deliver on its ongoing commitments, the
Alstom Group will increase its production
capacity and mobilise its industrial base.

To this end, Alstom is announcing a plan
to accelerate its investments, including a
150-million-euro package to increase the
Group’s production capacity at several
French sites:

« Part of this investment (20%) will go
directly towards opening a new assembly
line for Avelia very high-speed trains at
Alstom’s Valenciennes Petite-Forét site, a
first for this site in the North of France.

« This investment plan will also make it
possible to double the carbody shell and

assembly linesforthe Aveliavery high-speed
trains at Alstom’s La Rochelle site.

« These new production lines will make the
mostofourLeanmanufacturinginnovations,
for improved performance and ergonomics.
« In addition, we will continue our
investmentsindigitalisation and simulation,
forexamplewiththe‘TrainLab’inLaRochelle
which helps reduce the testing time for new
trains.

« Alstom will also be investing in the
industrial capacity of the Belfort site by
constructing a new building to prepare for
the commercial launch of very high-speed
trains. With a length of 250 metres, this new
building will be able to accommodate a
complete Avelia Horizon trainset.

e Investments are also planned at sites
manufacturing components for Avelia very
high-speed trains, such as Petit Quevilly,

Ornans, Tarbes, and Le Creusot, including
with robotisation and advanced welding
technology.

« Alstomisalsoinvestinginits supply chain
to help its suppliers support the Group’s
growth.

These investments will be accompanied by
the hiring of at least 1,000 people in France
in2025. These hirings and theinvestmentsin
Alstom’s capacityin France will also generate
orsecure more than 2,500 jobs with Alstom’s
French suppliers.

Avelia Horizon, the world’s only double-
deck very high-speed train

Drawing on more than 40 years’ experience
in high-speed commercial service, Alstom’s
Avelia Horizon very high-speed train is the
latest generation of double-deck trains

capable of operating at speeds of 300 kph.
It offers great operational flexibility and
guaranteeshighlevelsofsafetyandpassenger
experience. It comprises two innovative
short-length power cars, combining high
performance and compactness, and
articulated double-deck passengers cars.
With the largest seating capacity on the
market, AveliaHorizon offersaveryhighlevel
of service and comfort, while considerably
reducingoperatingcostsperseat. Preventive
maintenance costs have been cut by 30%,
thanks in particular to the optimisation of
the bogies.

ALSTOM™, Avelia™, and Avelia Horizon™ are
protected trademarks of the Alstom Group.

Bye bye CO2: Eight customised hybrid metre-gauge multiple units
built by Stadler for southern France

Sustainable rail transport is on the horizon
for the Chemins de fer de Provence (CP),
followingthe contract signing by Région Sud
and Stadler for the delivery of eight hybrid-
powered multiple units. The vehicles,
customised for CP’s narrow-gauge network,
feature battery technology, reducing CO2
emissions by up to 77 per cent. They will be
manufactured in Bussnang.

The French railway company Chemins de
fer de Provence (CP) and Stadler are paving
the way for more environmentally friendly
railway operations between Nice and Digne-
les-Bains. The two companies have signed
a contract for the delivery of eight two-car
metre-gauge multiple units. This is one
of Stadler’s largest orders for the French
market.

The vehicles are replacing CP’s diesel legacy
fleet and are equipped with a hybrid drive.
Themoreenvironmentallyfriendly trains will
be used on the 150-kilometre-long narrow-
gaugelinebetween Niceand Digne-les-Bains
in the urban area of Nice. The metre-gauge
multiple units run on battery power, while
the hybrid drive comprises battery and a
biodiesel-powered engine for use in rural
areas. The hybrid drive significantly reduces
CO2emissionsbyupto 77 percentcompared
to a diesel vehicle. A charging station for the
battery is being built in Nice.

The customised trains are 40 metres long
and can carry around 180 passengers. They
are manufactured at the Stadler plant in
Bussnang in northeast Switzerland.

“Stadler is delighted with the order
from Chemins de fer de Provence
and very pleased to be building
customised metre-gauge multiple |
unitsforthisclient.Weareproudtobe
abletomakeasignificantcontribution
to environmentally friendly mobility
on this route in the Région Sud |
with the hybrid drive,” says Ansgar
Brockmeyer, Head of Marketing & 8
Sales at Stadler. “Passengers can =
look forward to travelling on state-
of-the-art, comfortable trains, which
take them to their destination in a
more sustainable way.”
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The S-Bahn trains will be equipped with
the European Train Control System
(ETCS] and modern ATO technology for
automated train operations.

Alstom, a global leader in smart and
sustainable mobility, has signed a contract
with S-Bahn Hamburg for a technology
upgrade of 82 S-Bahn trains of type BR 490.

The S-Bahn trains will be equipped with the
EuropeanTrainControlSystem (ETCS)[1]and
modern ATO[2] technology for automated
train operations. This involves semi-
automatic train operation with GoA2[3]. The
contract value exceeds 60 million euros[4].

Alstom will equip four prototype vehicles
with ETCS Onvia units and ATO technology
by 2029 and re-homologate them. This work
will be carried out at Alstom’s Hennigsdorf

Alstom equips S-Bahn Hamburg for digital rail operations

T 11,
Wi |

location. The contract also includes the
delivery of the technical equipment for the
retrofit of the remaining 78 trains.

Additionally, Alstom will support the serial
retrofitting process, which will be carried
out by Deutsche Bahn. The 82 S-Bahn trains
are part of the first batch of BR 490 trains
ordered in 2013. Sixty-four S-Bahn trains
from the second batch are from the start
equipped with ETCS and ATO in the factory.
In the future, the entire BR 490 fleet of the
Hamburg S-Bahn will be ready for digital rail
operations.

“The combination of digitalisation and
automationisthekeyto more green mobility
onrail.ltallowsshorterheadwaysandhigher
passenger numbers while at the same time
reducing energy consumption. This way,
climate protection and the mobility shift to

“:ﬁJ%

rail go hand in hand,” says Tim Dawidowsky,
President of the Central and Northern
Europe region, Alstom. “With this project,
the Hamburg S-Bahnis makinganimportant
contribution to the digitalisation of rail in
Germany. Alstom supports this effort with
expertise, experience, and cutting-edge
technology.”

Jan Schroder, Chairman of the Management
Board of S-Bahn Hamburg, said: “With the
full digitalisation of S-Bahn Hamburg, we are
setting new standards for the future of rail.
| am pleased that we were able to secure a
strong partner like Alstom for the retrofit of
the last 82 vehicles. The full digitalisation of
thefleetisamilestoneforincreased capacity,
better quality, and much higher efficiency in
S-Bahn operations. My special thanks go to
the city of Hamburg and the Authority for
Transport and Mobility Transition for their

[

strong commitment to S-Bahn Hamburg.”

Global leader in digitalisation

With over 120 ETCS projects worldwide,
around 24,800 Onvia Cab onboard units
in over 200 vehicle types, and more than
13,300 kilometers of equipped tracks,
Alstom is a global leader in the digitalisation
of rail transport. Onvia Cab is designed for
installation and integration on all types of
new trains as well as for retrofitting existing
vehicles. Onvia Cab is compatible with the
latest, TSI 2023 standard at Baseline 3 level
ensuring compatibility and compliance.

InGermany, forinstance,Alstomisequipping
215 S-Bahn trains and 118 regional trains
with ETCS and ATO for the flagship project
Digital Node Stuttgart.
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ALSTOM™  Onvia™ and Onvia Cab™ are
protected trademarks of the Alstom Group.
[1] ETCS (European Train Control System)

[2] ATO (Automated Train Operation)

[3] GoA (Grade of Automation) GoA2 stands
for semi-automated train operations with
driver on board.

[4] Order intake in Fiscal Year 2024/25. Fiscal
Year 2024/25 ended 31.03.2025.

Image: DB Regio In Hamburg ©Deutsche
Bahn AG | Oliver Lang



The planned deployment of the FLIRT
Akku vehicles is a major step towards the
decarbonisation of local rail passenger
transport in Thuringia. This order is part of
a new DB Regio transport contract that runs
from December 2028 to December 2043 and
covers an annual service volume of around
3.6 million timetabled kilometres. The new
battery-electric vehicles can bridge sections
ofupto80kilometreswithoutoverheadlines
by using the energy stored during overhead
line operation. This enables a significant
reduction in CO2 emissions and contributes
to locally emission-free operation.

ChristineSinger,ChairwomanoftheRegional
Management of DB Regio Sltidost: “Winning
the contract is an important milestone for
us and, together with our partners in local
public transport, we are making an active
contribution to the mobility transition. We
are delighted to be going into operation
with these modern, comfortable and
environmentally friendly battery-electric
vehicles.”

Jure Mikolci¢, CEO of Stadler Division
Germany: “DB Regio has ordered 19
FLIRT Akku multiple-unit trains for use in
Thuringia and we are delighted that the
first battery-powered trains for the green
heart of Germany will come from Stadler.
We are thus making a joint contribution to
environmentally friendly mobility.”

Modern equipment and a high level of
comfort

The new FLIRT Akku vehicles not only
offer more seats, but also barrier-free
boarding, generous seat spacing, Wi-Fi,
video surveillance and modern electronic
passenger information. With 160 seating
options in the vehicles in the form of 148
fixed seats and 12 leaning aids as well as
separate folding seat-free areas for bicycles,
wheelchairs and pushchairs, passengers are
offered a high level of comfort.

Pioneering design for Thuringia
For the first time in Thuringia, a binding
interior and exterior design was specified

Deutsche Bahn completes

Deutsche Bahn AG (DB) has completed the
sale of its logistics subsidiary DB Schenker
to the Danish transport and logistics group
DSV for an enterprise value of €14.3 billion.

This represents an important step for DB
to focus on its core business. The proceeds
from the sale will remain entirely within the
DB Group and significantly reduce its debt.
The sales process proceeded according to
plan and was successfully completed ahead
of schedule. In recent weeks, DSV received
the final approvals for the acquisition of DB
Schenker from the antitrust authorities of
the European Union and the United States.
DSV’s stated goal is to create one of the
world’s leading companies in the transport
and logistics industry. As the new owner,
DSV has announced investments of

approximately one billion euros in Germany
over the next three to five years.

Dr. Richard Lutz, CEO of DB: “We have
completed the largest transaction in
the history of Deutsche Bahn and in the
history of the logistics industry. For DB, the
Schenkersale meansless complexity and full
concentration on our core business, which
we will fundamentally restructure over the
next three years in the three dimensions of
infrastructure, operations, and profitability.
With DSV, DB Schenker gains a new owner
that promises a unique market position and
international growth prospects.”

Jens Lund, CEO of DSV A/S: “With the
completion of the acquisition of Schenker,
we havereached amilestonein DSV’s history.

for the vehicles,which
will gradually be used
in other parts of
Thuringia to make local
rail passenger transport
recognisable. '

Stadlerfurtherexpands
market leadership

Stadler has established
itself as the market

leader in the field
of alternative drive
technologies. In

Europe alone, 50 per
cent of all rail vehicles

with alternative
drive systems come
from  Stadler. The

company has made
significant progress in
the development and implementation of
battery-powered trains. These trains offer
an environmentally friendly alternative to
conventional diesel drives and are

We have worked hard towards completing
the transaction, and | am delighted to
welcomeournew colleaguestoDSV. Withthis
acquisition, we are a global market leaderin
thetransportandlogisticsindustry,atatime
when global supply chains are more in focus
than ever and our customers need a reliable
and agile global network of services and
products. By combining the two companies,
we are creating a unique, flexible platform
for long-term growth. This will benefit our
customers, employees, shareholders, and
all our stakeholders.”

Jochen Thewes, CEO of Schenker AG: “Today
marks the end of the most successful era in
Schenker’s more than 150-year history. We
lookbackwithgreatprideontheoutstanding
results we have achieved in recent years

Stadler supplies 19 FLIRT Akku vehicles
for the Central Thuringia battery network

RESE Erfurt Hbf
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particularly suitable for routes that are

partially non-electrified. Stadler has further

expanded its leading position with several
successful projects and orders, such as the

under our owner, Deutsche Bahn. With
DSV, we now have the opportunity to build
the world’s largest logistics group. We look
forward to working together on this great
vision and are committed to a responsible,
collaborative partnership.”

In December 2023, DB initiated the open,
transparent, and  non-discriminatory
process for the sale of DB Schenker in
accordance with the requirements of EU
law. In the competitive sales process, DSV
prevailed with the offerthat was clearly most
economically advantageous for Deutsche
Bahn AG. DSV and Deutsche Bahn signed the
sale agreement in September 2024. DB had
already completed the sale of its European
local transport subsidiary DB Arriva in the
summer of 2024.

delivery of 44 FLIRT Akku trains to DB Regio
for use on the Palatinate network and a total
of 151 FLIRT Akku trains in Germany.

sale of logistics subsidiary Db Schenker to DSV

About DB Schenker
Withapproximately71,100employeesatover
1,850 locations in more than 130 countries,
DB Schenker is one of the world’s leading
logistics service providers. The company
offers land transport, air and ocean freight,
as well as comprehensive logistics solutions
and globalsupply chain managementfroma
single source. With the goal of a sustainable
futureforthelogisticsindustry,thecompany
continuously invests in innovative transport
solutions, renewable energies, and low-
emission products for its customers.



Germany

Siemens Mobility has started production
of the hydrogen-powered trains that will
begin operating on the Sudostbayernbahn
network in late 2026. The order is for three
2-car Mireo Plus H trains. Ordered by the
state of Bavaria, the ultra-modern hydrogen
trains will replace diesel trains currently
operating from the network’s Muhldorf hub
and significantly reduce CO2 emissions as
well as noise and exhaust gas in the region.
The new trains will feature nine spaces for
bicycles, special high-frequency-permeable
windows for improved mobile phone
reception, and comfortable car access
thanks to their low-floor design. Equipped
with the European Train Control System
(ETCS), the Mireo Plus H ensures maximum
operational safety and efficiency. Along
with the series contract, Siemens Mobility
was also awarded a service contract for the
trains’ hydrogen supply system.

The hydrogen trains will serve eight stations
on the Muhldorf (Upper Bavaria) - TuRling

Siemens Mobility builds emission-free hydrogen-powered
trains for SUdostbayernbahn

- Burghausen non-electrified route, which
is 32.3 kilometres long. Deutsche Bahn (DB)
will build an electrolysis plant in Muhldorf
that will be 100-percent powered by green
electricity.

Andre Rodenbeck, CEO Rolling Stock at
Siemens Mobility: “We are proud to be
delivering Mireo Plus H hydrogen trains to
Deutsche Bahn and thus enabling emission-
free mobility in our home region. Our
hydrogen trains feature mature technology,
high energy efficiency, strong drive power,
long operating range, and low noise levels.”
“Hydrogen trains are an important building
block for DB on its path to achieving climate
neutrality,” said Cornelia Wurtz, Managing
Directorof DBRegioNetzVerkehrs GmbH. “By
introducing the Mireo Plus H, we are helping
drive the climate-friendly rail transport
transition at Sudostbayernbahn.”

The Mireo Plus H is a state-of-the-art
hydrogen train based on Siemens Mobility’s

proven regional train platform, which is
available with electric, battery, or hydrogen-
powered drives. On the hydrogen-powered
variant, a roof-mounted fuel cell and
lithium-ion batteries installed beneath the
car floor ensure operation completely free
of CO2 emissions. With its hydrogen supply
system and electric drive, the train has a
high drive power of 1.7 MW that enables it
to accelerate up to 1.1 m/s2 and reach a top
speed of 140 km/h. The train has a range of
up to 1,200 kilometres on a single tank of
fuel, depending on factors such as the route
topography and driving style. The trains also
have impressively low lifecycle costs and a
rapid fuelling function that allows refuelling
in approximately 15 minutes, depending on
the fuelling station.

The Mireo design, based on an integrated
lightweight aluminium structure, is energy-
saving and environmentally friendly. The
train’s improved aerodynamics, energy-
efficient components and intelligent

onboard network management system also
help reduce resources and emissions.
Hydrogen trains are acknowledged as an
environmentally friendly alternative to
conventional diesel trains and offer several
advantages:

« Environmental friendliness: Hydrogen
trains only emit water vapour during
operation and no harmful emissions such
as carbon dioxide (CO?) or nitrogen oxides
(NO2), helping to reduce air pollution and
combat climate change.

 Flexibility: Hydrogen trains can operate
on non-electrified railway lines since they
converttheirtanked hydrogen into electrical
energy using on-board fuel cells and needn’t
relyonoverhead contactlinesorotherpower
sources. A two-car Mireo Plus H train has a
range of up to 1,200 kilometres on a single
tank of hydrogen.

« Noise reduction: Hydrogen trains are
quieter than conventional diesel trains since
they are electrically powered and produce
less mechanical noise.

Concentration on core business: Stores remain, DB dissolves ServiceStore DB brand

Retail specialists take over the approximately 200 shops for travel
supplies at train stations and continue to run them as innovative, new
concepts under their own name
DB restructuring program S3 takes effect

The “ServiceStores DB” concept was originally
intended to provide space for small kiosk
providers to operate a comprehensive range of
passenger services at the station with uniform,
high-quality standards. However, the majority of

Deutsche Bahn (DB) is discontinuing its “ServiceStore DB” brand for travel
convenience stores at train stations. The stores, which are primarily located
at smaller and medium-sized stations, will continue to operate under the
brand names of their respective operators. For travellers and visitors, this
means that the stores will remain and will continue to be modernized. At
the same time, with this step, DB is focusing its station-related capacities
onits core business: the holistic development of train stations into “stations
of the future,” the renovation of technical and structural facilities, and the
improvement of passenger information.

“We want the best for our customers and, at the same time, advance DB’s
restructuring course. That’s why we’re placing the approximately 200 stores
in the hands of specialists. This will provide a boost to investment and
innovation in passenger service and make our stations, and thus rail travel,
even more attractive,’ said Ralf Thieme,MemberoftheBoard of Management
for Passenger Stations at DB InfraGO.

these businesses were taken over by a few market
leaders with their own expertise in passenger
needs. Therefore, DB is now paving the way for
the contract partners to continue operating the
storesundertheirownbrands, makethenecessary
investments in modernization, and implement
their own new, innovative concepts. This benefits
both passengers and station visitors. The staff at the ServiceStores DB are
employees of the respective operators. The ServiceStore DB brand will be
discontinued by the end of 2026.

DB has launched “S3,” a comprehensive program for the structural
restructuring of the Group over the next three years. This also means
concentrating on its core business. By the end of 2027, DB will restructure
the Group inthree areas: infrastructure, railway operations, and profitability.
For train stations, this means the focus is entirely on holistic modernization

and creating more attractive, clean, and safe stations with a high quality of
stay for travellers. To this end, DB will develop around 100 stations per year
into Stations of the Future by 2027 .

Withtherestructuringprogram, DBiscreating astable basisforthe continued
growth of Strong Rail and for stations as attractive hubs for modern mobility.



Germany

Heavy Haul Power International GmbH
(HHPI) and European Loc Pool (ELP) are
continuing their long-standing partnership.
With the signing of a new leasing agreement
for another EuroDual locomotive, HHPI’s
fleet will grow to a total of nine powerful
machines from ELP. This marks another
consistent step for a company that has
focusedonstrength,efficiency,andreliability
in rail freight transport since its founding.

Where HHPI once relied on heavy diesel
locomotives like the Class 66, today the
company prioritizes efficiency and flexibility,
consistently shiftingits transport operations
to a more sustainable rail-based model. The
EuroDuallocomotivehasestablisheditselfas
an indispensable backbone for HHPI’s block
train operations. Its unique combination
of up to 6.2 megawatts of electric power
and 2.8 megawatts of diesel power for non-
electrified sections enables a tractive effort
of 500 kilonewtonsinbothelectricand diesel
modes, allowing the company to move even
the heaviest loads efficiently and flexibly.
HHPI offers block train solutions in which
locomotiveand wagon setsoperate asafixed
system. The EuroDual fits seamlessly into
this concept, creating independence from
additional shunting or route locomotives.

“The EuroDual impresses us every day. Its
performance both across the network and
on main corridors is outstanding and gives
us operational security. At the same time, it
supports our strategy of largely phasing out
puredieseloperationsinthefuture,’ explains
Thomas Schofbauer, Managing Director of
HHPI. “With this ninth locomotive, we are
preparing for further growth and the
increasing demands of our customers.”

The EuroDuals are primarily used by HHPl on
key heavy freight corridors in Germany and
beyond. Thanks to their high tractive power
and operational versatility, HHPI can also

handledemandinglogisticstaskson partially
electrified routes without compromising on
economic efficiency. This capability is made

HHPI Signs for 9th EuroDual from ELP - Powerful Partnership Continues

possible by the dual
drive - a true unique
selling point in the
market.

“Tractive power,
sustainability, and
energy efficiency are
not separate factors
for us, but closely
intertwined. For us,
the EuroDual stands
as a synonym for these
values. Its flexibility is [
the decisive building
block for a sustainable
logistics model,”
Schofbauer adds. “The
decision for another
locomotive was easy |
because we know the
reliability and quality

from years of §
experience.”

Thanks to European g&g,
Loc Pools full-service SiSS
leasing model, HHPI #38
notonly gains access to e
cutting-edge @&

technology but [ g
also benefits from FUSEAEE
a comprehensive SESES

service package. All
maintenance and
servicing activities are 3§
fully covered, allowing [S
HHPI to focus entirely §&

on its core business. :
The collaboration is
characterized by trust,
technical  expertise,
and a shared commitment to innovation.

“We know what we have in ELP. The
locomotives fully meet our requirements,
and the collaboration is always on an equal
footing. This is exactly how modern leasing
should work,” Schofbauer summarizes.

Leinenschart fur Zugkralt

Willem Goosen, CEO of European Loc Pool,
is pleased with the continued trust: “HHPI
was one of our first customers and remains
a close partner to this day. Their decision to
opt for another EuroDual underlines the
long-term success of our collaboration. We
look

forward to achieving many more milestones
together.”

With the addition of its ninth EuroDual, HHPI
once again proves that it is one of the pace

settersin heavyrail freight. The combination
of technical excellence, a clear strategy, and

Passion for Iraction

strong partnerships makes the company a
role model for modern rail freight logistics
in Europe. The locomotive will be delivered
to HHPI in September this year.



BBL Logistik GmbH and European Loc
Pool (ELP) are continuing their successful
collaboration and strategically expanding
their fleet. With the signing of a new leasing
agreement for two additional Euro9000
locomotives, BBL reaches another
milestone: the fleet now includes a total of
nine locomotives from ELP (five EuroDual
and now four Euro9000 locomotives).
This makes the company not only one of
ELP’s most loyal but also one of its largest
customers. The decision underscores the
joint ambition to make rail freight in Europe
more efficient, sustainable, and high-
performing. The Euro9000 is the flagship
among modern six-axle hybrid locomotives,
combining maximum traction power with
ultimate flexibility. With an electric power
output of 9 megawatts, an additional diesel
engineprovidingupto l.9megawatts,andan
impressivetractive effort of 500 kilonewtons,
itisideallysuitedforcross-borderoperations
along challenging European corridors.

“We are once again opting for the Euro9000
because it sets new standards in terms of
traction, flexibility, and efficiency,” says Jens
Ziese, Managing Director of BBL Logistik
GmbH. “With the EuroDual, we have already
achieved excellentresultsonboth electrified
and non-electrified routes. The Euro9000
takes it a step further with its multisystem
capabilities. This performance is a true
gamechanger, especially for our complex
construction train operations.”

The new locomotives will be deployed
primarily in heavy railway construction
transport, particularly for supplying non-
electrified construction sites, where reliable
traction and a strong dual power system are
critical. Thanks tothe seamless combination
of high-performance electric traction and a
powerfuldieselengine, non-electrified route
sections can be operated just as efficiently
as main lines. Thisis especially important for
BBL, whose core business includes logistics
for construction sites and the supply and
removal of materialsforrailway construction

BBL Logistik Signs for Two More Euro9000 Locomotives
- A Milestone in a Successful Partnership

projects.

“For us, sustainability,
energy efficiency, and
operational flexibility
are not just buzzwords
but daily requirements,”
adds Thomas Gritzka,
also Managing Director at
BBL.“ The Euro9000 brings
all of this together in one
machine and perfectly
aligns with our strategy.
High tractive power was a
key decision-making factor
for us - but also the ability
to operate internationally
without switching traction
types.”

European Loc Pool’s full- - = S8
service leasing model not | &St

only delivers state-of-
the-art locomotives but e
also includes complete =

maintenance and support B % o
throughout the lease term. S
For BBL, thistranslatesinto & |
maximum availability, high ==
planning reliability, and ===
predictable cost structures == =
- all decisive factors in a EEE5%
dynamic logistics market. @Fas
“We expect reliability, &
innovation, and a deep g %
understandingofourneeds EiEases
from a leasing partner - S wae
and that’s exactly what ELP
delivers,” Ziese continues.
“The  partnership-based
communication, technical support, and
long-term orientation of our collaboration
are invaluable to us.”

. o TR
.......

Emiel Knarren, Chief Commercial Officer at
ELP,emphasizes:“BBLisapartnerwhoshares
our vision - powerful, future-proof solutions
for rail freight transport. The decision to opt
fortwo more Euro9000 locomotives confirms

European

L=

Leldenschalt fur Zugkraft

theirtrustin our conceptand motivatesusto
continue offering the best solutions for our
customers. We are proud to walk this path
together.”

With the deployment of the Euro9000, BBL
once again proves to be an innovation
leader in the industry. Together with ELP,
they are actively shaping the transformation
of European rail freight - with foresight,
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responsibility, and technical excellence. The
locomotiveswillbedeliveredtothecompany
in May 2025.

About BBL

BBL Logistik GmbH is a nationwide rail
transport company headquartered in
Hanover, with branches in Hersbruck,
Frankfurt/Main, Mulheim, Ludwigshafen,
Libeck, and a maintenance facility in
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Passion for Iraction

Oebisfelde. The company specializes in the
logistical supply and removal for railway
constructionsites,constructionsitelogistics,
and the transport of track construction
materials, construction machinery, and
various other goods.




Turnaround initiated: DB InfraGO presents new status report
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Overall rating for all facilities and stations has
improved slightly
More than 380,000 facilities evaluated according to
school grading logic
Network scores 3.00, stations improve to 3.03

For the first time in years, the condition of Germany’s
railway infrastructure has not deteriorated further. This
is demonstrated by the new InfraGO 2024 Condition
Report.Allbridges,tunnels,supportingstructures,tracks,
switches, level crossings, signal boxes, overhead lines,
and station infrastructure facilities were examined and
evaluated using the school-grade system. The condition
rating for the entire rail network improved from 3.03
to 3.00 compared to the previous year, with the area
network beyond the main corridors performing better
than the heavily used sections with a condition rating
of 2.96. The condition rating for the stations improved
from 3.09 to 3.03.

Dr. Philipp Nagl, CEO of DB InfraGO AG : “This hasn’t
happened for many years: We have stopped the
deterioration of our infrastructure. The new condition
report clearly shows that last year’s record construction
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volume of €19.6 billion was well invested. Now it’s
important to consolidate these funds over the long term
- only then can a true turnaround be achieved. Because
despite our current success, many of our facilities and
stations are still in poor condition. We have to improve
them to convince customers to use the railway. This
can only be achieved if we can consistently pursue our
renovation course. The approved special fund offers a
unique opportunity for this.”

Since its launch in January 2024, DB InfraGO, in
close coordination with the federal government, has
prioritized investments in and maintenance of the
existing network. The clear goal: to halt the aging of the
railway and reverse the trend. The InfraGO condition
report, forwhichmorethan 380,000 infrastructure assets
were assessed, is showing initial results. The improved
condition rating for the rail network is primarily due to
new tracks and switches; the so-called superstructure is
one of the sections particularly relevant to punctuality.
On the Riedbahn line between Frankfurt/Main and
Mannheim alone, the general renovation improved the
condition rating for tracks, switches, signal boxes, and
level crossings from 4.20 to 1.52. DB InfraGO was also
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abletoimprovetheconditionratingatthel1l3completed
future stations through a large number of new facilities
and the upgrading of the existing asset portfolio.

Last year, DB InfraGO renewed and modernized a total
of around 2,000 kilometres of track, 1,800 switches,
and 120 bridges covering approximately 35,000 square
meters, as well as 3,500 control and safety technology
actuators. This public-spirited company also carried
out construction work at more than 870 stations.
This included, among other things, the renewal or
replacement of more than 200 escalators and elevators,
the conversion of approximately 150 platforms to make
thembarrier-free,andthereplacementof 1,600 monitors
and passenger information displays. At the same time,
the concept of “future stations” was established with
the implementation of these measures at 113 stations.
There is still an urgent need for action to modernize
control and signalling technology. Interlocking systems
only achieve a rating of 4.12. Every second of the
approximately 4,000 interlocking systems is in need
of renovation. Therefore, DB will replace 200 outdated
interlocking systems with modern technology in the
coming years. Overall, almost 17 percent of the rail
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network’s systems require renovation, and around 35
percentrequirerepair. Thisisalsoreflectedintheregional
assessment of the condition of the infrastructure. The
eastern German states, which have already invested
extensively in modernizing the rail network since
reunification, achieved better condition ratings than
the states in the rest of Germany. At the stations, there
is a particular need for action in the reception buildings,
information and telecommunications technology
systems, and elevators. To ensure a stable and efficient
infrastructure in the long term, further, targeted
investments are therefore necessary.

Theconditionreportprovides DBInfraGOwith akeybasis
for determining and effectively managing maintenance
and renewal needs. This public-benefit company is
responsible for the operation, maintenance, and further
development of Europe’s largest rail network, with over
34,000 kilometres of track, as well as for the design and
operation of approximately 5,400 stations nationwide.

Infrastructure renovation is one of three pillars of the S3
restructuring program to get the railway back on track.
It forms the basis for improving operational quality and
punctuality, as well as the Group’s economic recovery.



DB FernverkehrClass146.537/TWINDEXXVariodouble-deckIntercitytrain www.railtalkma §aZIne.co.u S A

passes Eystrup on March 7th working train No. IC2035 from Norddeich
Mole to Berlin Ostbahnhof.
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BSASEisenbahnVerkehrs GmbH & CO.KG Stadler Eurodual Class 159.210approaches
Steinbach am Wald with Gera to Vohburg tank. The huge bark beetle catastrophe
in the Franconian Forest is the result of spruce monocultures and global warming.
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On March 6th, Prefl3nitztalbahn No. E40.002 (Krauss-Maffei AG Miinchen-
Allach, 1957) is seen in Nienburg/Weser with a loco (former DB Class

145.068) on its way to Espenhain.
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On April 4th, ZMD3 No. 225 pauses at Kangra with the
afternoon train towards Nurpur Road on the Kangra Valley
narrow gauge railway.
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On April 5th, ZDM No. 232 departs Baijnath Paprola with
the 13:00 train to Joginder Nagar.
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Stillhanging about untilthe wires are turned on, WDP3 No. www.railt agdzINe.Co.Us
15525 departs Bathinda with train No. 14525 from Ambala

Cantt to Shri Ganganagar on April 7th.
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