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Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

In the news this month is the
announcement from the managing
director of Alstom in Britain and
Ireland who has warned that the
company’s Derby factoryin Litchurch
Lane will have run out of work by the
end of January when the building of
Aventra units is completed, and if it
closes thousands of jobs will be lost.

Nick Crossfield was giving evidence in
Westminster to the Transport Select
Committee, which is preparing a
report on the future of Britain’s trains.

While the Committee was in session,
protestors from Derby and the union
Unite were demonstrating outside.

Mr Crossfield said: ‘We finish the
manufacturing programmes at the
end of January - so in six weeks we
go from an annual output of 650 cars
employing 3,000 people to zero. The
meter is running.’

There are also fears for the security of
jobs in Alstom’s supply chain, much of
whichisinthe EastMidlands, andthose
fears are already proving justified. He
continued: ‘Today, | have the supply
chain showing liquidation. My paint
supplier has gone into insolvency,
a major on-site supplier providing
the wiring loom employing several
hundred people [has] announced at
the end of January it is done.

‘Thetiming of these decisionsiscritical
because if don’t get clarity in the next
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six weeks - it all goes.’

He also told MPs on the Committee
that ‘there is a conversation to come’
about how the Prime Minister’s
decision to abandon HS2 to Crewe
and Manchester will affect the order
forrolling stock on the high speed line,
which was won jointly by Alstom and
Hitachi.

He concluded that train building in
Derby was at ‘serious risk, and that
‘clarity about future orders, including
on HS2’was needed urgently, warning
that if Litchurch Lane closes Britain
could need to import trains in future
from as far away as China.

The leaderof Derby City Council Baggy
Shanker was among the protestors in
Westminster.

He has already criticised the lack of
governmentinvolvement, saying: ‘The
hundreds of jobs that will disappear at
Alstom will be mirrored by thousands
more in the supply chain and when
the nation does want to order new
trains in the future, it will struggle to
find anyone in the UK to build them.

‘This is simply unthinkable for a
country which gave railways to the
world, and the Government has to find
the political will to resolve this crisis.’

However it would seem that we
can’t just build vehicles for the sake
of keeping the works open. Surely

the UK currently has one of the
most modern fleets of trains, in fact
we seem to be withdrawing some
vehicles that are not life expired just
because newer vehicles are cheaper
to lease.

In other news, the RMT has published
the results of a survey which says
more than 90 per cent of Network
Rail workers think a major railway
incident is likely to happen in the next
two years because of spending cuts.
Network Rail budgets are determined
by the Government and the Office of
Rail and Road.

The union said Network Rail is set to
cut£1.2 billion of its budget for Control
Period 7 between 2024 and 2029,
‘leading to an overwhelming majority
of its staff fearing future accidents
and serious safety-related incidents
on the railway: It claimed the cuts
include ‘abandoning track renewals
for at least the next five years’ and the
permanent loss of highly specialised,
skilled jobs and equipment ‘as
reports of broken rails on our ageing
infrastructure rise.

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy
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Tyne & Wear Metro car No. 4058 arrives at Whitley Bay
station on November 15th. The train is forming a South
Shields to St. James service which starts its journey on
the south bank of the River Tyne before heading into
Newcastle city centre. Andy Pratt

The Midland Pullman departs Glaisdale for an
extraordinarydaytourthroughthe spectacularYorkshire
Moors and Esk Valley to the historic fishing port of Whitby

on November 7th. Colin Irwin

/


mailto:editor%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=
mailto:charter.scene%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=
mailto:nosh.report%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=Food%20for%20Thought%21

Terms & Conditions

Railtalk Magazine is a free monthly online digital we will be happy to provide details of respective
magazine (e-mag), provided in PDF format. owners once permission has been granted to
pass on such information.

Railtalk Magazine takes no responsibility for any

information provided or printed in this magazine. Railtalk Magazine is published by

Best efforts are made at the point of going to HAD-PRINT a trading name of HAD-IT LIMITED.
publish, to effect all information is correct,
however no guarantees are given or implied. HAD-PRINT

Unit 2-4, France Ind. Complex,
All content is © copyright either Railtalk Magazine Vivars Way, Canal Road, Selby
or it’s respective owners. All items are credited North Yorkshire YO8 8BE
to their respective owners and no parts of the
magazine should be reproduced without first info@had-print.co.uk | 01757 600211
obtaining permission. In cases where ownership

is unclear, please contact the editorial team and

On November 1st, Class 66 718 ‘Peter Lord Hendy of Richmond’ stands in the loop at Hellifield

waiting for its path down to Leyland via Blackburn.

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without contributions from:
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Erik de Zeeuw and the guys at
RailUK.
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On November 25th, Class 390 043
working an Edinburgh to London
Euston service is seen ready
to depart from Birmingham
International.

Avanti

West Coast
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Avanti West Coast celebrates Crewe’s railway heritage in new station mural

A bespoke mural has been unveiled at Crewe station celebrating the town’s
railway heritage.

The large-scale artwork, which takes its inspiration from the words of local
poet Gareth Williams, is part of a project by Avanti West Coast and North
Staffordshire Community Rail Partnership.

The poem, entitled ‘Tracks are our Veins’, features on the 12-metre mural,
along with several of the town’s notable landmarks.

The display at the Avanti West Coast managed station, so synonymous with
the railway, marks the end of a 12-month celebration of 185 years of history
since renowned civil engineer, Joseph Locke, first identified Crewe as a
junction on the new West Coast Main Line.

Karen Grimshaw, Avanti West Coast Station Manager at Crewe, said: “Millions
of people pass through the station each year but few outside the area, know
the real story of Crewe. Gareth’s passion and words are really brought to life
by the mural and the customer reaction has been really positive.”

Gareth, who set up his own business Rhymeology during lockdown to help
companies express themselves in an innovative way, grew up in Crewe and
was also from a railway family.

Commentingonthemural,hesaid: “Like most peoplefrom Crewe, therailway
isin my blood. We are incredibly proud of the role our town has played, and
will continue to play in the railway story. So it was a great honour to be asked
to bring that story to life through rhyme and what better place for the mural
than the station itself.”

The project will continue into 2024, with primary and high schools in Crewe
producing a poetry booklet. This will feature Gareth’s poem, alongside
verses from pupils on a range of rail related themes including the history of
the railway in Crewe and the future of rail travel. The project will conclude
with a poetry event at Crewe Station.

EmmaMcintoshCommunityRail Partnership Officer,North StaffsCommunity
Rail Partnership said: “Gareth’s poemisawonderful celebration ofthe origins
of Crewe and one we hope will inspire pupils at local schools to capture,
through poetry, the town’s close links with the railway.”



Avanti

run.

West Coast

Class 805 005 heads through Acton Bridge
on October 31st with a Preston - Oxley test

Avanti West Coast opens new round of funding to support community projects

Avanti West Coast has launched a new round of funding
for projects designed to improve stations and create a
differenceincommunitieslocaltoitsroute. TheCustomer
and Communities Improvement Fund (CCIF) is open for
applications for initiatives that address regeneration
challenges and social needs across the regions served
by Avanti West Coast.

Itisthefourth round of funding theintercity operator has
made available to support charitable and community
activities on its network, as part of CCIF. This latest
investment will see money awarded to the successful
bidders over a one-year period.

Charities, stakeholders, organisations, and community
groups located within 10 miles of a station managed or

served by the intercity operator on the West Coast Main
Line, which runs between London, Scotland, and North
Wales, are encouraged to submit proposals for projects
that can bring positive change to local communities.

Submissions could range from schemes aimed at
improving the experience at stations through giant
art installations, to better integrated journeys using
sustainable transport modes, or connecting young
people to education or job opportunities.

Applications should consider the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals - a blueprint to achieve
a better and more sustainable future for all. This helped
shape Avanti West Coast’s thinking behind the CCIF, to
create inclusive, prosperous, and connected

communities.

One beneficiary of the CCIF was Sherborne Community
Hub Project - a children’s gardening group and adult
peer support group based on a residential estate close
to Crewe town centre. They secured fundingin April 2021
to continue running the hub for two years so residents
of all ages could carry on benefitting from regular peer
support and activity days. The funds also enabled them
to transform the hub to make the outside area accessible
and the inside space better equipped to accommodate
a range of activities.

Andy Mellors, Managing Director of Avanti West Coast,
said: “We’re delighted to be opening another round of
our Customer and Communities Improvement Fund to

build on the positive changes we’ve helped deliver in
previous years. At Avanti West Coast we connect people
and places to opportunity and this fund will help do
just that - by supporting initiatives that matter most to
those communities across our route. We would love for
local organisations, community groups, stakeholders,
and charities to bid for a share of the funding, so we can
support projects that will benefit them, as well as create
a difference in the regions we serve.”

For more information about CCIF and guidance on
how to apply for a share of the fund, visit: https://
www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/about-us/sustainability/
community-hub

The closing date for applications is 23:59 on January
12th 2024.
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Caledonian

Sleeper

Class 92 023 passes Coppull on November
3rd with an empty stock working from
Warrington to Glasgow following the
termination of the previous nights’ service.

Caledonian Sleeper raises £6090 for Give A Dog A bone

Caledonian Sleeper has provided a significant
contribution to the Scottish loneliness charity Give a
Dog a Bone. Through generous donations, £6,090 has
successfully been raised to supportthe charity’songoing
work.

The donations allowed Give a Dog a Bone to hold two
separate raffle competitions, each contributing to the
impressive total raised. One raffle featured a bottle
of limited-edition single cask single malt whisky, a
creation in collaboration with Annandale Distillery to
commemorate Caledonian Sleeper’s 150th anniversary.

The second raffle offered a pair of return tickets on board
the iconic Caledonian Sleeper train.

The funds raised will be channelled into Give a Dog a
Bone’s community space project, which allows older
adults to socialise in a safe space, learn new skills, and
alleviate loneliness through animal companionship.

The charity currently provides community spaces in
Shawlands, Troon and Alloa where adults over 60 are
welcomed each day to relax and enjoy the company of
dogs, staff and volunteers.

Many of the individuals who engage with the charity
live alone and the community spaces therefore provide
much needed social interaction and companionship to
help tackle the adverse effects of loneliness.

Kathryn Darbandi, Managing Director for Caledonian
Sleeper, commented: “Caledonian Sleeper is proud to
have supported Give a Dog a Bone forthe pastfouryears.
It’shearteningtoseethepositiveimpactourcontributions
have on the charity’svital workin alleviating loneliness.”

Louise Russell, Founder and Chief Executive at Give a
Dog a Bone, said: “We are incredibly grateful to have the
continued support of Caledonian Sleeper.

Donations such as this allow us to continue welcoming
people into our community spaces each day, as well as
caring for our companion dogs who provide happiness
to the lives of so many people.”
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On November 18th, ECML Leedsto London King’s Cross services
were diverted eastwards from Leeds via Gascoigne Wood and
Hambleton West Junction. Class 800 110 and 800 205 are seen
hereondiesel power crossing over at Hambleton West Junction
to join the link curve to the ECML.
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FIRST TRI-MODE LONG DISTANCE TRAINS FOR THE EAST COAST MAIN LINE

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is pleased to
confirm that CAF has been named as the successful
bidder to deliver a fleet of 10 new tri-mode trains for
LNER. Porterbrook has been chosen as the financier
of the new fleet. The trains will be able to operate in
electric, battery or diesel mode.

Benefits of tri-mode trains range from a reduction in
emissions, particulates, noise and vibration pollution,
lowermaintenanceandoperatingcostsandupgradeable
technology, with an expected increase in range and
performance as technology develops further. Battery
power reduces the need to use diesel traction in areas
where overhead powerlines are not available.

Complementingthemodern Azumafleet of 65trains, the
new ten-coach trains will help LNER achieve its vision of
becoming the most loved, progressive and trusted train
operatorin the UK, delivering an exceptional service for
the customers and communities served along its 956-
mile network.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said:
“Successfully delivering this new fleet is an integral part
of LNER’s Business Plan. Our focus is ensuring we create
afleetthat truly matchesthe needs of all our customers,
with clear targets on setting new standards for comfort,
accessibility, and exceptional customer service.”

Thisnew fleet of trains will keep LNER on track to reduce
its emissions by 67 per cent by 2035 and be net zero by

2045. LNER has already reduced carbon emissions by
50 per cent compared with 2018/19. Per mile, LNER
trains produce 15 times less carbon emissions than a
domestic flight.

Rail Minister, Huw Merriman, said: “Replacing ageing
rollingstockiscrucialtothesustainability, reliabilityand
growth of ourrailnetwork,and ’mdelighted passengers
travelling on LNER services will benefit from improved
services and greener journeys on these modern trains.

“Private sector investment plays an important role
within the UK rail industry and this order will help drive
economic growth across the country while supporting
skilled jobs.”

Richard Garner, CAF UK Director, said: “The new CAF
fleet of more sustainable and environmentally friendly
tri-mode trains will reduce carbon emissions, noise and
vibration pollution and optimise energy consumption
while increasing service operation efficiency and
performance on the East Coast Main Line.”

Mary Grant, Porterbrook CEO, said: “Porterbrook is
delighted to fund and take ownership of this state-
of-the-art new tri-mode fleet for LNER, supporting its
focus on creating a world-class service that matches
the needs of customers with lower emission trains.”
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On an overcast November 30th, Eurostar E320s Nos.
4023and4015sitatthebufferstopsinthemagnificent
London St. Pancras International station.

How to save money while travelling with Greater
Anglia this Christmas

Greater Angliais advising travellers to book in advance this
festive season to take advantage of the best value fares.
The train operator has a range of Advance fares, starting at
just £10 single between London and Norwich. Passengers
canalsotake advantage of a £8 single between London and
Cambridge. Customers are advised to book in advance in
order to benefit from the best value fares.

Customers can save money by using a Railcard. By using
the 16-25, 26-30, Disabled Persons, Family & Friends,
Network, Senior, Veterans and Two Together Railcards,
customers can save up to a third off prices, while the 16-
17 Saver gives a 50 per cent discount.

Rail travellers can also spend an evening out in London
and return home the same evening or the next morning,
all for £25 with the London Evening Out and London
Overnight tickets. Customers travelling between stations
between Norwich to Colchester, plus branch lines such as
Lowestoft to either Liverpool Street or Stratford can also
benefit from this offer.

Martin Moran, Commercial Director, Greater Anglia said:
“We know the lead-up to the festive period is a busy time
for customers travelling for parties, days out and shopping
trips. For the cheapest fares, customers should book
directly on the Greater Anglia website or app.

We also have a range of money-saving tips including
GroupSave for groups of 3-9 people, who can save a third
on their tickets while travelling together. Our Off-Peak
fares also offer excellent value for money. Network Rail
will be carrying out some engineering work this winter so
customers are reminded to plan ahead and check before
they travel.”

Forthoselookingforgreatshoppingand festivefunoutside
the capital, Greater Anglia serves popular destinations
including Cambridge, Chelmsford, Colchester, Ipswich,
Bury St Edmunds and Norwich.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Travel card validity on trains

Q: | live in Stevenage and when | travel into London,
| normally terminate at King’s Cross and buy a travel

card so | can use the tube to get to wherever | need to
be.

One time, | ended up at London Bridge. Normally
| would use my travel card to get back on the tube
to KGX, but | have considered getting on a train that
travels directly from LBG back to Stevenage. Would
my travel card cover the portion of travel from LBG to
KGX on Thameslink trains? Would be good to avoid
the tube and also a change of trains!

A: A Travelcard is not only valid on the London
Underground, contrary to what many think.

Itis also valid on:

All National Rail services within the zones it covers (with
two specific exceptions - the Heathrow Express service,
and the Southeastern High Speed services between St
Pancras and Stratford)

All DLR services within the zones it covers

All London Overground services within the zones it
covers

All Elizabeth Line services within the zones it covers
The entirety of the London Bus network (Buses do not
have zones - any Travelcard can be used on any London
Bus)

The entirety of the London Trams network (same
principle as Buses, but Trams are only covered if the
Travelcard covers at least one of Zones 3, 4, 5 or 6)

At the possible risk of stating the obvious, but are you
awareyoucangetatravelcard (eitherone dayorlonger
periods) from Stevenage? This would cover the bit
from Stevenage to the edge of London, then everything
inside London, and might well work out cheaper than
buying it in two chunks.

(although might depend if the journey in is peak time
and the London bit is off peak)

Only thing to be aware of - if you do the one day
travelcard thing from a station outside London, it’s only
valid for one journey from your starting station and one
journey back there. Some people get caught

out by this if they want to go home in the afternoon
and out again in the evening. A season ticket including

travelcard would be valid for as many journeys as you
like.

Split ticketing - does the train have
to call at the named stations?

Q:I’m making a journey from Birmingham New Street
to London Euston.

I’'ve been sold split tickets for the single journey,
consisting of: Anytime Return from Coventry to
Birmingham New Street (the return leg)

Off-Peak Return from Milton Keynes Central to
Coventry (the return leg) - valid only only for travel
via (changing trains or passing through) Rugby
Off-Peak Return from London Euston to Milton Keynes
Central (the return leg)

Can you confirm definitively: Do | need to complete
my (return leg) journey from Birmingham New Street
to London Euston on trains calling at Coventry (all
do), Rugby and Milton Keynes Central? Or can | use a
train which doesn’t call at Rugby and Milton Keynes
Central but does pass through non-stop?

A: For split tickets, your train must call at the station(s)
mentioned onthetickets, inthis case MKC and Coventry.

Doesitalso, legally, need to call at Rugby, for the ‘valid
only for travel via Rugby’ element? Or can it simply
pass through non-stopping?

No, just go via - ie pass through
Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Not often seen in daylight hours, electrification
vehicles Nos.. DR76922 and DR76901 pass through
Rugeley TV on November 7th, working 6X81 09:19
Rugby North to Crewe and return.

Greater Anglia looks to break down stereotypes and attract more women to apply for roles

Greater Anglia is working to break down the myths
around the male-dominated train driver role, as it looks
to attract more women into the job through a series
of special events. The train operator recently held a
bespoke event at its training academy in Stratford.
The event saw 25 women who currently work for the
operator, in a variety of roles, learn about the tests and
skills required to become a train driver.

The ‘taster day’, which was held on November 10th,
allowed attendees to learn about what happens
inside the cab and at the depot, while being given the
opportunity to ask questions about the job to existing
female train drivers. Prospective drivers were also able
to try their hand at ‘driving’ a train on the state-of-the-

art full cab simulators.

Katy Bucknell, HR Director at Greater Anglia, said:
“Historically, the role of the train driver has always been
correlated with a male person - but you can be any
gender to undertake that role and it is important that
we break down that stereotype. Days like this give our
female colleagues a chance to look at the recruitment
andtraining processandwehopethatitwillincreaseour
applications for female train drivers in the company.”

Greater Anglia operates trains from London Liverpool
Street to destinations across the East of England. A
quarter of its workforce is made up of women, but out
of 805 mainline train drivers, only 8% are women.

LottieHart,aGreaterAngliaDepotDriveratthe Southend
Victoria depot, said: “It doesn’t matter what genderyou
are — on the railway, you do your training and if you are
able to fulfil the role and concentrate, you are suitable.
Everyone has been welcoming. There are so many
avenues within Greater Anglia thatyoucangoonanddo
regardless of who you are. | am very proud to be where |
am. | have got daughters so when | said that | am going
to go on and be an actual train driver, | feel like they are
proud of me too.”

Greater Anglia has a number of driver depots across its
network at London Liverpool Street, Bishop’s Stortford,
Cambridge, Ilford, Southend Victoria, Colchester,
Clacton-on-Sea, Ipswich and Norwich.

The female driver information event is part of Greater
Anglia’s diversity and inclusion strategy, which sees the
company working year-round to make itself a better
and more inclusive place to work.

All jobs available at Greater Anglia can be found on the
greateranglia.co.uk website under the careers section
on the ‘about us’ page.

The application process involves undertaking initial
assessments at Greater Anglia’s Academy in Stratford,
interviewsand, ifsuccessful,you’llthenspendtimeinthe
classroom learning about all the rules and regulations,
as well as the intimate detail needed about each train
you’ll be driving.
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The 3S81 05:51 Totton to Totton
RHTT MPV heads through Eastleigh
on November 8th.

Bigger and better Gatwick Airport station
opened on November 2 1st

Anew look GatwickAirportstationopenedonNovember
21st, transforming the journey from train to plane and
giving passengers travelling between Brighton and
London easier, faster, more reliable journeys.

A bigger, better and brighter station with a new second
concourse and airport entrance will double the space
for the millions of passengers that use the station each
year.

Eight new escalators and five new lifts will provide a step
change for accessibility. The new lifts and escalators,
along with four new stairways and widened platforms,
will help passengers move between the train station
and the airport more quickly and easily.

Easierjourneysfromtraintoplanewillbenefitpassengers
across the wider network, helping keep trains running
on time by removing the congestion and queuing on
platforms that delay trains.

Passengers travelling on the Brighton Main Line are
already seeing the benefits of the project thanks to
track upgrades that have helped reduce journey times
between Brighton and London to one hour on some
services.

The existing station concourse is also bigger and better
than ever before with new customer information
systems, more ticket gates, a dedicated passenger
assistance point enhancing the passenger experience
and helping people move through the station more
quickly. The new concourse will act as the new entrance
for people accessing the airport terminal, while the
existing concourse will be for people exiting. The
existing station concourse, station footbridges and the
South Terminal linkspan have been refurbished and
reconfigured to provide a seamless one-way system to
the airport from the train station.

Lucy McAuliffe, Network Rail Sussex route director,
said: “We are proud to have worked with our partners
to deliver a station upgrade that makes journeys to the
airport much easier for all passengers and encourages
people to ditch the car and travel by rail, the cleanest
and greenest way to travel. This project is not just for
those makingtheir way to the airport, the work benefits
passengers across the region by giving them quicker
journeys and a more reliable timetable.”

Transport Secretary Mark Harper, said: “With the
millions of passengerstravellinginto Gatwick Airport by
train each year, this station is a major public transport
hub that is being upgraded with Government funding
— improving the train-to-plane journey and delivering
more reliable services for passengers. This project
demonstrates that this Government is committed to
fundingimprovementstoourrail network, transforming
a vital station into an impressive gateway to the UK and
encouraging more British and international passengers
to travel by train.”

Jenny Saunders, Customer Services Director for Govia
Thameslink Railway, said: “Our trains sustainably
speed people to the airport in just half an hour from
London - and that’s much better for the environment
than driving. However, right now, the station struggles
with the numbers using it and that holds up our trains,
delaying everyone. This stunning redevelopment will
fix all that. Our customers are going to love the extra
space and improved accessibility that will make the
journey between train and plane quicker, easier and
more attractive.”

Jonathan Pollard, Chief Commercial Officer, London
Gatwick, said: “This bigger, better and brighter new
station concourse will dramatically improve the
experienceforourpassengers.Thenumberofpassengers
getting to the airport by rail is growing steadily and
now over 40% use the train. This fantastic new, fully
accessible station concourse will encourage even more
passengers to come to the airport using sustainable
public transport.”


http://www.locofleetshop.co.uk

New partnership calls on rail users to help as it’s revealed
170,000 people are reported missing each year

The UK’s largest rail company, Govia Thameslink Railway
(GTR), has partnered with charity, Missing People, to
support its mission to find and help the 170,000 people
who are reported missing every year in the UK.

From now until the end of January, GTR is utilising its
far-reaching Wi-Fi network to increase the visibility
of individuals who are considered long-term missing.
Customers logging into Wi-Fi onboard Southern,
Thameslink, Great Northern and Gatwick Express trains
will see a different missing person each week. With
more than five million passengers logging into GTR’s
Wi-Fi every week, it is hoped this exposure will help the
charity’s mission to give these people a Safe Way Home.
With one person reportedly going missing every 90
seconds in the UK, that could be up to 40 people in a
single rush hour or daily commute. To represent this
figure, 40 sets of disappearing footprints are on display
from today at London Blackfriars station, set to be seen
by more than 100,000 people every day.

GTR’s Safeguarding and Wellbeing Manager, Laura
Campbell, said that working closely with a charity like
MissingPeopleiskeyforGTRinsupportingitscommunities
after seeing a 20% month-on-month increase in cases of
vulnerable people at stations. Over the past year, we’ve
seen a concerning increase in reports about vulnerable
people on our network. We know that winter can be
a tough time for many, so it’s really important we’re
looking out for those most at risk. Our staff are trained
in how to look out for and look after those who may be
vulnerable, and we want our passengers to be aware
too. We hope that together with our passengers, we can
positively contribute to the vital work of Missing People
and help reunite families with loved ones this winter.”

The partnership comes after GTR awarded Missing
People £25,000 as part of its community fund to support
local causes across its network. The funding will help to
increase awareness of Missing People and its helplines,
with posters and station announcements in place at
GTR’s busiest station - East Croydon - along with digital

posters at selected sites across the entire network. The
Safe Way Home campaign offers help to those with
a loved one missing, as well as signposting on how to
anonymously report information about someone who
IS missing.

Paul Joseph, Head of Helpline at Missing People, said
that as winter approaches, concerns for the welfare of
missing people and their loved ones increases, with rail
networks serving as one of the most common forms of
transport where people go missing. As the clocks go back
and the days become darker, there’s even more concern
for people who are missing or at risk of going missing.
Our aim with GTR is to provide as much awareness and
support to these people as possible in the lead up to
winter across one of the key modes of transport that
people use to go missing. Launching our partnership
with GTR at this time of year will help to provide valuable
resources that could make a significant impact to the
lives of those affected by a missing person.”

Working with the loved ones of people who are missing
is key to the support Missing People provides. Suzi,
whose brother Shaune will appear on GTR’s Wi-Fi login
page as part of the campaign, said that she’s grateful for
anything that could help to find her brother.

“It’s hard to comprehend the feelings you experience
when someone you love goes missing. My brother went
missing six years ago after a medical appointment in
Eltham. That’s six years of not knowing where he is or
if he’s okay. When he went missing, he was a brother to
four, a father to five and a grandfather to one. | am so
grateful for the support that Missing People and GTR are
providing to help find my brother. | just want to know
that he’s okay.”

Anyone who is affected by someone going missing or is
thinking of going missing can contact Missing People on
116 000.
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Class 90 042 and 90 009 lead the 4M87 11:13
Felixstowe North F.LT. to Trafford Park F.L.T.
across the River Stour at Cattawade on
November 7th.

Commuters look forward to more reliable
services as first passenger trains run to City
of London using digital signalling

Trains run more efficiently because system
allows drivers to ‘see’ much further ahead

Significant milestone for the £1.4bn
government-funded East Coast Digital
Programme

On November 27th, Great Northern commuters
began travelling to the City of London in trains
controlled by cutting-edge digital in-cab signalling
(European Train Control System, or ETCS), giving
them a more reliable, greener service.

This is a significant milestone for the £1.4bn
government-funded East Coast Digital Programme
(ECDP),settoimprovejourneysalongtheEastCoast
Mainline, from London to north of Peterborough,
providing the foundations for the expansion of
digital signalling across the UK network.

Thefirstdigitallysignalled passengertrainoperated
ontheNorthernCityLinebetweenFinsburyParkand
Moorgate after parent company Govia Thameslink
Railway (GTR), Network Rail and Siemens Mobility
switched on the system.

Introducingdigitalsignallingonthisbusycommuter
line is an important first stage in the ECDP, which
will see the first introduction of digital ETCS to an
intercity mainline in Great Britain.

Progressively, more trains will operate with digital
signalling, as more Great Northern drivers are
trained to use the technology. Traditional signals
will be kept at the side of the track until everyone
is trained and the old system can be switched off.

Oliver Turner, Head of ERTMS for GTR said: “I’'m
delighted for our team and I’'m delighted for
our passengers. Getting to this point has been a
monumental cross-industry effort. It will pave the
way for the wider rollout of digital signalling on the
East Coast Main Line, promising better reliability
for everybody.”

Drivers using digital ETCS aren’t told to stop and
go by fixed signals at the side of the track. Instead,

they drive according to a target speed set by the
systemin their cab thatis kept continually updated
about the location of other trains by a multitude
of beacons positioned along the track. The system
effectively allows drivers to ‘see’ much further
ahead than line-of-sight signals would ever allow,
meaning trains can run more efficiently.

The next phase of the ECDP will see digital
signalling introduced between Welwyn Garden City
and Hitchin, on the East Coast Mainline. The first
digitally signalled trains are expected to operate
on this section of the route by the end of 2025.

Ed Akers, Network Rail’'s Principal Programme
Sponsor, ECDP, said: “Today is a huge step forward
towards a digital future where traditional ‘lights on
sticks’ are removed and technology delivers a more
reliable and punctual railway. On the Northern City
Line our cross-industry partnership has learned by
doing, and the experience we’ve all gained will help
us progress digital transformation on the main line
and beyond.”

BenLane, SiemensMobility’s Project Director, ECDP
said: “This is a major milestone for the rail industry
and I’m proud that Siemens Mobility has brought
the technology and experience to help deliver in
collaboration with programme partners. Certain to
transform the everyday for passengers, economies
and communities along the route, this milestone
demonstrates we’re on the right track to bringing
innovative digital signalling to the East Coast Main
Line and beyond.”
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Largelogo blueliveried Class37418’ An Comunn
Gaidhealach’ passes Kirkham with the Vintage

. Trains, ‘Blackpool Illuminations Explorer’
R al I tour from Birmingham to Blackpool North on
November 11th.

Class 08 605 sits in the HS2 logistics Hub at Willesden on November

20th.

Transpennine Route Upgrade set to commence revamp of Huddersfield Station

Fromtheendof November, Transpennine Route Upgrade
(TRU) commenced major upgrades at Huddersfield
station, bringing passengers one step closer to a sleek,
modern and more accessible station. The work, which
is part of a multi-billion-pound railway programme, will
seethewaitingroomsandtoiletarea, previously referred
to as the old tearoom, removed.

Whilst these upgrades are required, preserving the rich
heritage of this Grade I-listed station is vital. To enable
this, engineers will carefully dismantle the waiting
room, before taking it off site to be stored. It will later be
reinstated as part of the new platforms 3 and 4 layout.

Whilst the waiting room area is out of use, a temporary
toilet block will be installed at the Manchester end of
platform 4. These toilet facilities will include a fully
accessible toilet, with baby changing facilities.

Paul Sumner, Senior Sponsor on the Transpennine
Route Upgrade said: “Huddersfield Station is an iconic
building and an intrinsic part of West Yorkshire heritage,
so whilst this series of improvements are necessary, the
restoration and retention of its historic features is of
paramount importance. That’s why - after an extensive
in-depth planning process - the Transpennine Route

Upgrade will bring the station up to modern standards
in terms of functionality, without harming it’s cultural
and traditional significance.”

From early January, engineers will start the restoration
of the existing trainshed roof, which is one of only a few
remaining ‘Euston roof’ examples on the operational
railway today. During this time, the long stay car park
will be closed to allow a site compound to be installed.

Chris Nutton, Major Projects Director for TransPennine
Express, said: “Huddersfield station will undergo major
changes over the next few years, which will enable,
faster and more frequent trains to call there and provide
betterfacilitiesforthe millions of passengerswho usethe
station every year. We would like to thank our customers
in advance for their understanding and patience as we
work together with colleagues from Network Rail to
transform Huddersfield into a station fit for the 21st
century’.

The upcoming station improvement work is part of a
wider, more long-term goal of transforming Huddersfield
Station with a new layout, longer platforms, a new
footbridgeandarefurbishedroofstructure,withrestored
lantern.

Over three million passengers travelled through
Huddersfield Station last year, with that number set to
steadily increase. The upgrades at Huddersfield Station
will take Transpennine Route Upgrade one step closer

to their vision of creating a cleaner, greener, and

more reliable railway system that will bring improved
connectivity and travel experiences to passengers
travelling across the Pennines.
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RSS owned Class 08 683 is seen standing in
Eastleigh Yard on November 21st.

Network Rail’s Rail Head Cleaner MPV Nos. DR98904 and DR98554 reverse at Southport whilst working a circuit
from Wigan via Preston, Blackburn, Todmorden and Bolton to mention just a few..

Network Rail and DB Cargo colleagues scoop prestigious fundraising award

Colleagues from Network Rail and DB Cargo have been
presented with a Heart of Gold award recognising their
mammothfundraisingeffortsforYorkshire-basedcharity,
Martin House Children’s Hospice, totalling a quarter-of-
a-million pounds. At the Heart of Gold ceremony, hosted
bytheRailwayBenefitFund,theindustrycolleagueswere
awarded the Team Award after raising over £250,000 for
Martin House Children’s Hospice, using their own time
to plan and operate rail charter services throughout the
country.

The team started fundraising in 2019 for Martin House,
who provide free hospice care and support for children
and young people with life-limiting conditions and
their families, in response to a Network Rail colleague,
Charlotte Bullock, using the charity’s services to help
care for her young son Luca before he tragically passed
away aged 11.

In2022,Charlottealsosadly passed awaybutsheremains
the inspiration and driving force behind colleagues from
Network Rail and DB Cargo continuing to fundraise for
Martin House. The money raised will provide a year of
bereavement services, a year of support groups and 300
home visits to support children and young people who
need the hospice’s care.

The Railway Benefit Fund’s ‘Heart of Gold’ awards
celebrate those in the rail industry who have made a

real difference in their workplace or community. The
winners are nominated and voted for by the every day
people who work in rail, with over 2,200 votes cast in the
five categories.

Jerry Dickinson, Senior Incident Controller for Network
Rail and one of the group’s fundraisers, said: “We are
thrilled to win this award and be recognised in this way.
Being presented with this award is incredibly special
to all of us, but we do what we do because we want to
help and give something back and continue to support
Martin House.

“Our team have seen first-hand the incredible work that
the hospice does, and we are so proud that we have been
able to support their vital work through our charters
and associated fundraising. We are equally proud of the
cross-industry work that plans and delivers these trains
and really demonstrates how we can achieve anything
as one team working to a common goal.”

Rosie Mellor-Silvester, Head of Regional and Individual
Fundraising at Martin House, said: “I, and all at Martin
House, are thrilled that the Charity Charter Team has
won this award. They are such an inspiring, motivated
and passionate team, who together make amazing
things happen!

“They truly are deserving winners and we are incredibly

grateful for their ongoing commitment to raising
both awareness and funds for Martin House. Huge
congratulations to them and all involved!”

Photo: Network Rail and DB Cargo staff win Heart of Gold
award. ©Network Rail
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Thedriver of Class 37 611 gets the right of way, at Wigan North Western
on November 23rd, with Class 331 104, working the 12:01 Skipton to
Allerton, stock move.

Green for go with first electric train for
Glasgow - Barrhead line

Network Rail has achieved a significant milestone on
the £63.3m Glasgow-Barrhead electrification project
with the first electric test train running on the route.
The train (a Class 380) successfully completed test runs
from between 15mph up to 75mph along the newly
electrified lines between Glasgow Central and Barrhead
station overnight on November 7th, into November 8th.
Further test trains will run over the next few weeks
ahead of the introduction of ScotRail electric passenger
services on the line in December.

Over the last two years, engineers have installed 360
stanchions and structures supporting more than 66,000
metresofoverhead powerlinesand renewed 130 metres
of track. Major modifications have been carried out to
bridges along the route, including the replacement of
Nithsdale Road bridge at Strathbungo to create enough
space for the new overhead lines. Bridge sidewalls were
raised in height at Kennishead and Priesthill & Darnley
stations to make them compliant for an electrified
railway. A significant amount of work also took place
at Barrhead station, with platform 3 extended by nine
metres to accommodate longer four-carriage electric
trains. This involved moving the current buffers and
rebuilding the access paths.

The Glasgow-Barrhead route is the latest to be
electrified as part of a Scottish Government investment
to decarbonise the railway to enable:

The introduction of Class 380 electric trains which will
offer a better travelling experience for passengers.
Areduction of noise and better air quality for those who
live and work near the railway.

Drive the modalshiftfromroadtorailand furtherreduce

the railway’s carbon footprint.

Paul Reilly, Network Rail’s senior programme manager,
said: “Running the test train on the Glasgow-Barrhead
line is a major milestone for everyone involved in
delivering this project over the last two years. The test
train successfully demonstrated that the overhead
equipment is operating as it should, ahead of ScotRail
introducing Class 380 electric services for passengers
on to the route in December. Electric trains are lighter,
cleaner and quieter than their diesel equivalents and
cause less wear and tear to the track. More reliable,
greener trains are better for our customers and
environment - helping Scotland’s Railway deliver our
contribution to a low carbon economy.”

David Simpson, ScotRail’s service deliverydirector, said:
“This trial was a massive step towards the introduction
of electric passenger trains on the recently electrified
Barrhead line, and paves the way for more sustainable,
eco-friendly journeys. The introduction of electric Class
380trainsontheBarrheadlinewillensurethatcustomers
along the route benefit from a more comfortable and
reliable service. We hope this will encourage more
people to choose rail travel instead of using the car,
particularly during our off-peak all day fares trial.”

The Glasgow-Barrhead projectformspartofthe Scottish
Government’s rolling programme of decarbonisation
and follows on from the electrification of the main
Edinburgh - Glasgow line, the Stirling-Dunblane-Alloa
routeandtheShottsline,with325singletrackkilometres
of electrified railway delivered across Scotland over the
last decade.



National

Rail

Network Rail’s chairman, Peter Hendy, Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill, has
been named New Londoner of the Year 2023 for his positive contribution to
the capital and his work in the public transport sector in London.

At this year’s awards, which took place at the Guildhall on November 15th,
Lord Hendy was recognised for his dedication to delivering high standards
in public transport in London and his impactful leadership at both, Network
Rail and Transport for London (TfL).

Speaking at the awards, Peter, Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill, said: “I’'ve spent
my career, or at least the latter part of it at TfL and Network Rail, making the
case for public transport connectivity, which creates growth, jobs, housing,
social cohesion and sustainability. Connectivity makes places and better
connectivity makes better places. The railway needs structural reform which
this Government have talked about and the next one will have to do,

Network Rail chairman named
New Londoner of the Year 2023

otherwise the huge investments politicians talk about won’t deliver
their true value.

“I’m working on Victoria, Waterloo, Euston, Stratford and Clapham
Junction, all of which are big enough stations to be better places
than they are, and to make the areas around them better too. They
won’t be completed in my tenure at Network Rail but I’'m following
the wise advice that if you’re given a big organisation, your job is to
look after it, make it a success, and leave it for others better than you
found it.

“I hope | did that at TfL and I’m trying to do that at Network Rail
and London Legacy Development Corporation. And when | do step
down, then | can properly sitin the House of Lords and remind those
in Government that ought to be their mantra too.”

1 30-year-old Beverley station footbridge reopens after refurbishment

Beverley station’s 130-year-old footbridge has
welcomed its first passenger in over 14 months after its
refurbishment project has been completed.

Since May 2023, Network Rail engineers have worked to
restore the Grade llI-listed structure to its former glory.
The original cast iron structure has been strengthened
and new parapets have been installed, along with new
surfacing and stair treads.

The bridge has also been repainted in traditional shades
ofredand cream,inkeepingwiththestructure’sheritage,
and its wooden canopy has been removed after years of
wear and tear.

Local rail enthusiast and regular Beverley station
passenger, John Edwards, was invited to be the first
person to walk over the bridge.

The bridge is a much-loved feature of Beverley station
and Network Rail has worked hard to give the bridge a
new lease of life and allow it to be used by passengers
for years to come.

In September 2022, the bridge had to close on safety
grounds to protect the people who used the bridge,
as well as train crew and passengers of trains passing
below. However, stepped access between the station’s

two platforms has now been reinstated following the
restoration work.

Rebecca Winter, Senior Asset Engineer at Network Rail,
said: “I’m delighted that this historic, much-loved bridge
has been fully restored and has reopened thanks to the
hard work of our engineers.

“The bridge dates back to the 1880s but thanks to its
restoration it looks as good today as it did when it was
first installed over 130 years ago.

“I want to thank passengers for their patience while we
carried out this work, but now hope that it is used and
cared for throughout the years to come.”

Kerry Peters, regional director at Northern said: “I'd
like to thank everyone involved in this project. The
footbridge is a local landmark and the finished result of
the restoration looks fantastic. It will now continue to
serve the rail users of Beverley for many more decades
to come.”
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Whitehaven railway tunnel testing to seek source of mystery orange water

Tests are underway by rail engineers to find out how
a mystery orange coloured water is entering a railway
tunnel on the Cumbrian Coast line. The tunnel, which
takes trains one kilometre underground between
Corkickle and Whitehaven, sometimes floods. To cope
with that excess water and keep trains running safely,
it’s connected to Whitehaven harbour by a culvert. For
decades water has drained from the railway into the
harbour without an issue. However, since late 2022 the
waterin Queens Dock started to change to a rusty colour.
It’s believed the water, containing iron ochre, could be
from historic mine workings in the area.

So now Network Rail is carrying out detailed tests* to
find out how and where it’s getting into the tunnel, and
will work together alongside the Environment Agency,
Coal Authority and Whitehaven Harbour Commissioners
to find a long-term solution to the problem. For safety
trains are travelling at slower speeds through the tunnel
due to the ongoingissue with the flood water. Trains can
only run at 20mph instead of 40mph, meaning longer
journey times for passengers and freight.

PhilJames, Network Rail’sNorth Westroutedirectorsaid:
“We know this complex investigation work is causing
frustration as it’s taking a long time, so we thank

On November 18th, the passage of the ‘Midland
Pullman’ through Moorthorpe powered by Nos.
43059 and 43055, working 1744 Edinburgh -

harbour users, rail passengers and local people for their
continued patience. “We’re committed to working with
the Environment Agency and Coal Authority to find the
source of the water impacting our railway tunnel and
the harbour so we can plan next steps to find a solution
together.Solvingthisisalsoimportantforourpassengers
and freight, whose journeys we hope will be made more
reliable and faster once the source of the mysterious
orange water is made clear.”

Pete Miles, Environment Agency area environment
manager, said: “Analysis of water samples from
Whitehaven Harbour found no evidence of sewage
pollution. The results did show some increased metals
in the water and we are working with Network Rail who
are actively investigating this further to determine the
potential source. People can report environmental
concerns to the Environment Agency on 0800 807060.”

Andy Morritt, Coal Authority head of environment
strategy and sustainability, said: “We are continuing to
provide assistance and expertise as required to support
Network Rail’s investigations.”

Testing will be ongoing for several weeks and the results
will be shared with all partner agencies as soon as

On November 23rd, London NorthWestern’s Class 730 101, 730 103 and 730 106 arrive at Crewe from Oxley

before departing to Wavertree Junction on a test run.

possible. The hope is the findings can
inform next steps and reveal the scale
of what can be done to either mitigate,
reduce or in the best case scenario stop
the water from entering the railway tunnel
entirely.

*Ahydrogeological survey by Network Rail
is taking place, with specialist contractors
surveying the area to establish how the
local topography, infrastructure, historic
mining features and geology interact with
the surface and groundwater in the local
area.

The aim is to build a detailed picture to
explain where the water which flows into
Bransty Beck (including what makes its
way into and out of the tunnel drainage
system) comes from in more detail thanis
currently known. All organisations hope
this will help to pinpoint any sources of
water containing dissolved iron which
turns rust coloured when exposed to the
air, as seen in the railway tunnel and in
the harbour.



Did you KnOW - Ken Mumford

National
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Snow in April ?

Below the bufferbeam!

M7 No. 30479 leaves Fareham
in April 1955 working from
Portsmouth to Salisbury
via Eastleigh.

Who's expecting
wintry weather enroute?

Coal is the way forward - not oil!

Never used after conversion!

In 1947 several Drummond deigned ‘L11° SOUTHERN
4-4-0s were converted to burn oil; this

proved to be their downfall because they
were never used again after the oil-finng
scheme was abandoned the following year.

A visual disaster they rusted away

at Eastleigh and Fratton.
The ‘watercart’ tenders were said
to be grotesquely burdened

with oil tanks and crude metal ladders.

Polos, starting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each, Morf’s (neckwear), starting
each, minimal order of 3. from £27.50 each, minimal minimal order of 2. from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

order of 2.

Gymsacs, starting from We have a broad range of Promotional print T-shirt, Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2. each, minimal order of 2
bags to messenger bags.

Well done that man!

LIVE RAIL RESCUE

Ganger Saved Boy

Sub-Ganger T. _Coléeman., of
Bosham, _Iiul.le:i. a ﬁnu!;_‘r;ern Rail-
way employee? found a 2§- r-old
boy, R. L. Elleker, lving E:l-m
ohe live rail and rurmnning rail near
Bosham Station. He t his cap
round his hand and 1i 1the boy
o safetly jurt before a train passed
over the spot. He has now been

esented wilh the Carnegie Hero

und Trust's parchment, & < -
for £10 from Lthe Tund, and £10 in
savings certificatles from the
Southern Nellway Company.

Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting If you are after an item not shown,

£14.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, mouse mats, coasters. from £8.70 each, please ask, we have a vast range.

Ul EIO LU Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.

Societies Apparel

Clubs and

Standard turn-around time 5-7
days. Prices assume collection
from our Huddersfield Service
Centre. Postage if required
charged at cost.

nbhor INA2ZL

Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.
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huddersfield@had-it.co.uk « 01484 500441 « had-print.co.uk
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