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Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

What a month for heritage traction
on the UK network! With the sad
death of HM the Queen, both LSL
and West Coast provided additional
services to London Euston featuring
heritage electric locos. Following on
from that we had the long awaited
return to traffic of ‘Royal Scots Grey’
and combined with the influx of
Class 37s and 56s on RHTT services,
then it really has been an excellent
September.

Inthenewsthismonth...GreatWestern
Railway hasrespondedtoachangein
customer travel habits by launching
a new Long Weekender ticket
offering savings of more than 60% to
leisure travellers. While changes in
work patterns have seen commuter
journeys fall when compared with
pre-pandemic levels, GWR has seen
significant growth opportunities in
leisure travel. Sundays have become
particularly busy, so, to free up
serviceson that day, customersusing
the Long Weekender will depart at
any time on a Friday or Saturday,
and return at any time on a Monday.
Available to book exclusively on
GWR.com, the Long Weekender will
initially trial on routes from London
Paddington to the wider Bristol area
and South Wales. The ticket provides
full flexibility and offers savings of
more than 60% compared to peak

GWR Interim Sales & Marketing
Director Lee Edworthy said:
“Changing customer patterns have

ssue
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provided a clear opportunity for
us to expand our leisure offering,
particularly on a Monday. We’ve been
working closely with destination
management organisations like Visit
Bristol, Visit Bath and Visit Cardiff to
help promote the Long Weekender
and they are really supportive of this
ticket. This offers great savings if
you’re heading for rest in the West,
either staying at a hotel or B&B, or
visiting friends and family. And if
you need to catch up on those work
emails on the way home on Monday,
you can do so from the comfort of the
train.”

If the trial of the Long Weekender
proves successful, it will be extended
to other parts of the network.

In other news.... An application has
been made by Grand Union Trains
(GUT) for the right to operate a
new intercity train service between
CarmarthenandLondonPaddington.
The Office of Rail and Road (ORR) is
currentlyconsideringtheapplication,
which is for five return services each
day and includes a commitment
to build a new ‘parkway’ station
at Felindre, north of Swansea. In
February last year, the ORR rejected
a proposal by Grand Union to operate
a Cardiff to Paddington service. It is
plannedto operate services with new
bi-mode trains that can operate from
electric or diesel power. Journey
times between Carmarthen, Llanelli,
Cardiff and London will be reduced

by around 20 minutes. The proposal
envisages significant investment to
deliver the service, which is being
made possible by Grand Union’s
link-up with Serena Industrial
Partners. Serena is a European
independent investment company
that is committed to developing
sustainable infrastructures in the
UK. Carriages for the new service
will feature high-quality design, with
improved onboard comfortincluding
bigger seats, more legroom, and
increased luggage space, and every
service will have a buffet car. The
project promoters have proposed
that Spanish railway operator Renfe
becomes a strategic partner in the
project to take advantage of its over
80 years of experience in Spanish
railways. Proposals for the new
service include; five return services
each day between Carmarthen and
London Paddington; a new parkway
station to be built at Felindre, next to
the M4 north of Swansea; upgraded
facilities and improved access at
Severn Tunnel Junction station;
reduced journey times; high-quality
offering with improved on-board
comfort; over 125 new jobs created,
the majority in Wales.

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy

This Page
To the disappointment of the many waiting enthusiasts
who were expecting Class 40 No. D345, 47 746 ‘Chris
Fudge’ comes into view at Hellifield on September 8th
leading ‘The Dalesman’ towards the Goods Loop, where
it will be removed in favour of ‘British India Line’.

Jeff Nicholls

Front Cover

Class 90 002 with matching Inter-City Mk3s, looks the
business on the approach to Rugeley TV on September
16th. It was providing one of the extra services from
London to Manchester during the nations period of
mourning for Queen Elizabeth 2nd. Barry Longson
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On September 14th, power cars Nos. 43010 and 43088 working the 1G77 15:50 Penzance -
Gloucester pass Cockwood Harbour.

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without: Ken Abram,

Derek Aldcroft,

Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,

John Balaam,

Christopher Baldwin,

Geoff Barton, Brian Battersby,
Paul Beard, Steven Beesley,
Michael Bennett, Sam Bilner,

Tim Bott, Ben Bucki, lan Callandar,
Keith Chapman, Steve Chapman,
Julian Churchill, Nick Clemson,
John Coleman, Keith Davies,

Brian Dobbs, Steve Donald,
Robert Duff,

Eddie Emmott, Derek Elston,
Mark Enderby, Dave Felton,

Greig Gibson, Paul Godding,

Carl Grocott, John Goodrich,
Richard Hargreaves,

Dave Harris, Jim Haywood,

Brian Hewertson, Paul Hewertson,
Stuart Hillis, Lee Huggins,

Anton Kendall, Keith Hookham,
David Hollowood, Derek Hopkins,
Jasmine Ingham, Colin Irwin,

Jon Jebb, Richard Jones,

Colin Kennington, David Lindsell,
Ken Livermore,

Barry Longson, Michael Lovatt,
Michael Lynam, Kevin McCormick,
Jonathan McGurk,

Phil Martin,

Dave Mather, David Mead,

Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,
Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,

Jeff Nicholls,

Stuart Parkes,

Andy Parkinson, Dave Peel,

Mark Pichowicz, Colin Pidgeon,
David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Rigby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Dennis Rowland, Tim Saunders,
Neil Scarlett, Stephen Simpson,
Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,

Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, David Wood,

Leuan Wood, Shep Woolley and the
guys at RailUK.
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Avanti West

Coast

Avanti West Coast is increasing its services as the first
stage in a recovery plan to step up the timetable on its
network. The intercity operator will be adding around
70 extra services a week on its busiest route between
London and Manchester, compared with the current
timetable. Introducing these additional services will
provide around 40,000 extra seats a week on the West
Coast Main Line. There will also be additional services
on the London - Birmingham route.

There will then be a further increase of the timetable
in December which will see three trains an hour on the
London to Manchester route, an additional service to
the West Midlands taking services to / from Birmingham
to at least half-hourly, and the return of direct services
to North Wales.

These extra trains follow an intensive analysis of the
number of additional services that can be provided in a
reliable and sustainable fashion. They also take account

Class390 118 leansintothe curve at Blisworth working
a late running 1M06 06:30 Glasgow Central to London
Euston service on September 16th.

of the significant number of drivers who will be entering
passenger service following recruitment and training -
nearly 100 between April and December this year. The
services are being targeted at the busiest routes and
times and are not dependent on overtime working.

Until early December, up to ten extra trains a day, over
and above the existing timetable, will run between
Manchester and London on both weekdays and
weekends. These services will begin to be introduced
on September 27th, from when Avanti West Coast will
run an additional ten trains on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Sundays and six additional trains on Wednesdays.

At the same time, on the Birmingham route, Avanti West
Coast will introduce four additional trains a day (two in
each direction) on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays.

Tickets for these services will be available for purchase

Avanti West Coast announces increase in services

overthe comingdays. The remaining additional services
will be introduced as soon as possible.

Following this, in mid-December, Avanti West Coast will
continue its recovery with a significant step up of the
timetable. Further additional services will be added to
Manchester, Birmingham and North Wales as well as
maintaining regular services to Liverpool and Scotland.
Overall, there will be more than 260 services a day on
weekdays, compared with around 180 a day before
December and 245 in May 2022.

Barry Milsom, Executive Director of Operations and
Safety for Avanti West Coast, said: “We know we’re
not delivering the service our customers rightly expect
and we apologise for the enormous frustration and
inconvenience this is causing. The decision to reduce
our timetable in August was not taken lightly but our
customers and communities deserve a dependable train
service, so we’ve been working hard to rebuild our

timetable in a resilient and sustainable way.

Resolving this situation required a robust plan that
allows us to gradually increase services without being
reliant on traincrew overtime. We are now in a position
to start delivering this incremental increase in services,
followed by a further increase in December. We'll
continueto review our timetable beyond December with
our industry partners.

We’re working with our people, their union
representatives, and industry partners to match the
resources we have to demand, so we can deliver reliable
services across our network to all our customers and
communities. We would like to thank our customers for
their patience and understanding during this period.”
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Colas Rail

oth.

While the South Rail Systems Alliance (SRSA) continues
to deliver their comprehensive programme of work
throughout the UK, the Anglia division have been
heavily involved in making the railways safer through
implementing changes as part of the Freightliner Safety
Improvement Plan (FSIP).

The FSIP programme started in November 2021, with the
team enhancing the safety measures across four sites:

Harlow Mill
Chelmsford

Parkeston
Bow Midland

The main purpose of the programme is to improve
shunter and train driver safety in high traffic areas,
coupled with injuries caused by slips, trips and fall being

Class 56 078 passes Balshaw Lane Junction with a
Ravenstruther to Longport spoil train on September

FREIGHTLINER SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PLAN

the most frequent type of accidents for drivers and
shunters. These improvement works completed by the
SRSA will make steps to actively reduce the potential for
Injuries to occur on site.

To summarise, the team completed the following works:

Harlow Mill

Installed 150m of debris netting on site to prevent waste
landingonthetracks.Clearedalargeamountofscrapped
materials, to create a new footpath between the access
gate to site, reducing the risk of slips, trips and falls.
De-vegetation works carried out to ensure staff have a
safe areatowalk when travellingthroughout the sidings.
Installed four sets of footboards to handpoint areas
acrossthesidingstoreducetheriskofslips, tripsandfalls.
Reinstated a compound that was previously overgrown
and could not access site.

Chelmsford

Installed 137m of ballast boarding to prevent the
bordering aggregate yard from encroaching the track
limits. Tidied 180m of type 1 from site - in order for
the boarding to be installed. Converted two sets of
handpoints to RACOR design (safer and easier to use
system compared to traditional standard). Installed two
sets of footboards to handpoint areas across the sidings
to reduce the risk of slips, trips and falls

Parkeston

Installed a480m drivers walkway coveringthe most used
areas of the track there for shunters and groundstaff.
Added 390m of 2.3m tall palisade fence to protect site
fromunauthorised access.Converted asetof handpoints
to RACOR design. Installed two sets of footboards to
handpoint areas across the sidings to reduce the risk of
slips, trips and falls.

Fitted cateyes acrossdriver’s walkway to provide avisual
aid for staff working in poor lighting conditions.

Bow Midland

Installed approximately 500m of high traffic/high
visibility driver’s walkway. Total of eight handpoints
converted to RACOR design. Removed redundant scrap
from site to reduce risk of slips, trips and falls. Ground
levelling works completed to reduce risk of slips trips
and falls.

The SRSA is comprised of Colas Rail, Network Rail and
AECOM, an alliance created to deliver a portfolio of
works across the southern region of the UK over a 10-
year period.
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Class 91 107 awaits departure at Doncaster on
September 23rd, while in charge of the 10:03 London
King’s Cross to Leeds service.

NEXT GENERATION OF RAILWAY WORKERS GET A HEAD START
WITH LNER'S FOCUS ON TOMORROW'S TALENT

London North Eastern Railway’s pioneering Tomorrow’s
Talent online work experience programme is set to
return on October 24th, inspiring the next generation of
rail industry employees about the world of work.

Tomorrow’s Talent showcases the wide variety of
career opportunities available in the rail industry with
participantscompletingseveralonlinemodulesontopics
such as the increasing use of innovative technology and
sustainability. Applications to take part in the popular
programme are now open.

Tomorrow’s Talent has had a positive impact on more
than 300 young people to date, with 86 per cent saying

they would recommend it to a friend. Most importantly,
students were also asked how confident they felt about
finding a job both before and after the programme, with
a 23 per centincrease in students rating ‘very confident’.

Following this success, LNER is once again inviting
applications from young people along the East Coast
route aged between 14 and 18 in Years 10-13 in England
or S3 - S6 in Scotland.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “We
want to continue to do all that we can to support young
people in developing their skills, regardless of where
their career takes them.

“LNER’s Tomorrow’s Talent programme provides young
people with a great opportunity to engage and hear
from expertsin awide range of differentroles, equipping
them with important insight into the world of work as
they begin to think about their future career journey.”

Delivered in partnership with Springpod, experts
in inspiring young people about the world of work,
Tomorrow’s Talent focuses on improving eight essential
skills: problem solving, creativity, listening, speaking,
staying positive, aiming high, leadership and teamwork.

Jay, who participated in the second Tomorrow’s Talent
programme, was one of many who developed aninterest

in pursuing a career in the railways, saying: “Not only
did | learn about LNER and the wider railway industry, |
also developed a real passion for it. Every task pushed
me to learn so much but was made easy by the quality
information provided by the programme.”

Tomorrow’s Talentispartof LNER’sResponsible Business
Strategy, which is supporting aspiration in communities
along the East Coast route, with projects benefitting
more than 11,000 children and young people in 2022
and 2023.
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Class484 003 arrivesatSt. JohnsRoad
with a Shanklin to Ryde Pier service
on September 10th.

New history board welcomes visitors at
St Margaret’s rail station

Do you know how the village of Stanstead Abbots got its
name?

Now people visiting the area by rail can find out, thanks to
the installation of a new history board at St Margaret’s rail
station. The board, created by the Stanstead Abbotts Local
History Society (SALHS), has been funded and produced
by the New River Line Community Rail Partnership. The
board offers an insight into some local historic features, as
well as a map of the local area and villages near to the rail
station.

It has been on display in the village of Stanstead Abbots
for a number of years and was spotted by St Margaret’s
rail station volunteer adopter, Robin Jewett, who thought
that it would also make a good addition to the station.

As a result, a new, additional board was produced by the
New River Line Community Rail Partnership to put on
display at the station,

Katie Goldthorpe, New River Line Community Rail Officer,
said, “We were delighted to help turn Robin’s suggestion
into reality as it will provide some interesting information
abouttheareatoencourage peopletoexplore,and provide
them with food for thought while they wait for trains.

The area has such a rich and fascinating history and this
is a great way to put people in touch with it the minute
they arrive by train, providing inspiration about what to
see and do.”

Alan Neville, Greater Anglia’s Customer and Community
Engagement Manager, said, “The board provides a great
link between the rail station and the villages and is full of
interesting information, which makes the station a great
start to exploring the town.”

The New River Line Community Rail Partnership works
with Greater Anglia, Hertfordshire County Council and
other local organisations to help keep local branch lines
thriving for the benefit of their communities.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Off Peak Validity

Q: I always thought that an Off-Peak ticket was valid
on any train by any operator. However, my son is
travelling on an Off-Peak ticket that clearly states on
it: ‘Valid via Transpennine Express Only’

So is this another attempt to limit passengers rights,
given that heisn’t well up on rail ticketing issues? The
interpretationthat mostwould haveisthattravelison
a TPE-only train - which isn’t an issue outbound, but
will be on the return leg on Sunday as his booked TPE
service is cancelled. If it is a flexible ticket, available
any train/operator, why is the text stating valid on
TPE only present- it’s clearly misleading - if it is valid
on any operator, then it simply shouldn’t be present.
Restriction TB does not limit train operators to be
used, and he is travelling outside of the restricted
times.

A: The ticket is only valid on TPE operated services. It
is a flexible ticket with some time restrictions but also
restricted by operator. These, and similar, tickets have
been around for many years, so are nothing new. It’s
a way of offering cheaper tickets although some will
argue that the saving is not always worthwhile.

Unfortunately TOC (train operating company) specific
tickets are sold for all ticket types - Off peak, Super off
peak,Anytime and advance. They are sold ata discount
to the Any Permitted (or non TOC specific) price. More
unfortunately, unlike those with a geographical
restriction, TOC specific restrictions cannot be excessed
away by the payment of a fee. They are a pain if
bought accidentally but they have been on sale since
privatisation.

This is probably one of the examples where it is
worthwhile as the Off-Peak valid on any operator is
£32.85s0 the £10 saving is certainly worth it. Examples
where it isn’t could be things like Redcar Central to
Middlesbrough where the Any Permitted is £2.80 but
the TPE only is £2.30 a grand total of a 50p saving...
Get on a Northern train with that ticket and that’ll be
another £2.80 please as the £2.30 you’ve already spent
is now worthless as the industry won’t allow the ticket
to be excessed.

Southern rail letting you book for Christmas day!!!

Q: | have just been looking at what if any services
Southern will run to Gatwick Airport on Boxing Day
on their website as | wanted to find out what the first
service on Boxing Day would be and they are letting
you book tickets for Christmas Day. So do Southern
know something that none of us know!!!!

| am sure its just its not been updated yet but will be
a shock to overseas passengers who book tickets till
they update booking site to then find out no trains
even when they have paid for them.

A: Could it be due to the reason that the 25th falls on a
Sunday, and so the public holiday is moved to the 27th?
It looks like Thameslink are also running.

When | was covering customer service for several
TOCs last Christmas, | recall seeing a complaint that
someone had managed to purchase tickets for their
entire family from London to Edinburgh on Boxing Day.
Usually Trainline ended up being the culprit for these
sortsofthings. I’d have thought TOCs themselves would
have been fairly proactive about blocking out dates
where they’ve no intention to operate at all. Though
I’m no great fan of Trainline, it’s very common for TOCs
to wrongly blame them for “mis-selling” - when in fact
they simply sell tickets based on the timetables that
Network Rail publish on behalf of the TOCs, and any
other retailer would and should do exactly the same.
They simply attract the most issues because they are
the biggest retailer. In this particular case, it’s down to
GTR not yet having cancelled the relevant services on
Christmas/Boxing Day. | suspect in a couple of weeks,
oncetheengineering work alterations are processedfor
that week, you will find that the services all magically
disappear. However, | do think that NR shoulder some of
the blame here - December TT schedules should really
exclude Christmas Day and Boxing Day by default, as
it’s rare as hen’s teeth for anything to run on the latter,
let alone the former.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Hanson and Hall Class 50 008 ‘Thunderer’ passes
Burton Salmon with a Loughborough Brush to
Gascoigne Wood Sidings working on September 1st.

Temporary hourly timetable introduced on Southminster line while Network Rail repair damage

Greater Anglia hasdrawn up a new temporary timetable
to make serviceson the Southminsterline morereliable,
while emergency repairs are being carried out to track
damaged as a result of this summer’s extremely hot and
dry weather.

Speedrestrictions are currently in place on the Wickford
to Southminster branch line, which Network Rail
introduced after this summer’s extreme dry weather
dried out the clay underneath the track which can
destabilise the track and cause worse damage and
disruption.

Network Rail has been working every day since late
August to repair the 16 miles of track, but the work,
which is a complex operation, is not yet finished.

Now Greater Anglia and Network Rail have agreed a
temporary timetable to make the service more reliable
for passengers while the work continues.

An hourly service will operate between Southminster
and Wickford from Monday 3 October until the works
are complete and the normal timetable can resume.
Details of the timetable can be found on the National
Rail Journey Planner and on the Greater Anglia website.

Jamie Burles, Greater Anglia managing director said:
“We’re very sorry for the inconvenience caused to our
Southminster line customers while this work is going
on.

“We’re working hard with Network Rail to get the line
back to normal as soon as possible, but our first priority
has to be safety.

“In the meantime, thistemporary timetable should give
customers a more consistent and reliable service.”

Ellie Burrows, Network Rail’s route director for Anglia,
said: “l want to reassure passengers that we have a plan
of work in place to return services to normal as soon
as we can on the Southminster branch line. | am really
sorry for the disruption this is causing and I'd like to
thank passengers for their patience while we carry out
these repairs.”
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Two forms of motive power stand
at the east end of Leeds station on
September 14th.

Train company appeals to people on career breaks
through new partnership

Continuing its mission to entice people of all backgrounds to
consider a career in rail, Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR), is
partneringwith purpose-led consulting, coaching and networking
organisation Women Returners for the first time. The new
partnership aims to help GTR tap into the talent pool of women
who have taken a career break and are looking to get back into
employment. The two organisations have worked together to
develop a bespoke programme that aims to recruit trainee train
driversforJanuary2023. Women Returnersspecialisesinenabling
all professionals who have taken a long career break to get
back to fulfilling work in a supportive way. The experienced and
high-calibre returner talent pool is made up of (mainly women)
candidates who have taken a career break for childcare, eldercare
or other reasons.

Successful candidates will benefit from a formal training
programme, which includes a Level 3 apprenticeship. Full-time
employment at GTR is given at the very start of the training
period, with a starting salary of £32,080, rising to £63,196 once
the individual is fully qualified. Tailored career support will be
provided from Women Returners, not only for the recruitment
and onboarding process, but three months into the training
programme too.

Zoey Hudson, Head of Talent, Diversity and Inclusion at Govia

Thameslink Railway, said: “We’re passionate about having a
diverse workforce and constantly challenge ourselves to look at
new ways to attract talent. There could be awhole host of reasons
why someone has chosen to take a career break and instead of
focusing on a gap in a CV, we should be looking at the skills and
life experience that person can bring to the business. We’re really
excited to be working with Women Returners for the first time and
can’t wait to support talented professionals back into work with
a highly sought-after train driver role!”

Improving diversity among drivers is a priority for GTR; and it’s
clear to see from the numbers that targeted recruitment and
marketing is working. In 2021, there were 3,500 applications from
females for trainee train driver roles, up from 800 just the year
before. With a target of 50% of all new recruits being female, the
train operator continues to explore partnerships that help reach
relevant audiences.

Women Returners Deputy CEO, Hazel Little, commented: “Since
2014 Women Returners has partnered with over 150 leading
organisations to create supported routes back to employment
for career returners. This is our first trainee train driver returner
programme - it’s fantastic to be working with GTR to get more
diversityintotherailindustryandtocreatethisuniqueopportunity
for the returner community.”
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No. 34067 ‘Tangmere’ passes Lostock
Hall with 1287 14:22 Carlisle - Bristol
on September 3rd.

Safety improvements in Bath protect both the
railway and a bit of history

Network Rail has completed essential safety
improvementworktotheiconiclowbalustrade

wall at Sydney Gardens in Bath, including the
installation of railings to prevent trespassers

from being able to gain accesstothetrack. The

wall itself was designed by Isambard Kingdom

Brunel as a feature of the railway line, which
cutthrough Sydney Gardensin the 1840s. With

its low profile, Network Rail worked to find a

suitable solution to protect the railway line

from trespassers while balancing the history

and character of the structure. The wall, which

runs along the western side of the railway on

the approach to Bath Spa station, is part of a group of
structures within Sydney Gardens that are covered by a
Grade II” listing.

Theworkrequired Listed Building Consentand theclose
cooperation of Bath and North East Somerset Council’s
conservation officers to ensure the architecture and
surrounding area were treated sympathetically and
with respect, owing to the area’s designation as a site
of important historical interest. Historic England were
also involved with the design and oversight, working to
confirm that the safety measures would preserve both
the character and appearance of the balustrade wall
while maintaining the safety of the railway.

Sydney Gardens is on Historic England’s Register of
Parksand Gardens of Special Historic Interest, reflecting
the historical importance of the site, the only surviving
example of a ‘pleasure garden’ in Bath and the largest
outside of London. Pleasure gardens were popular in
the 17th and 18th centuries as places of recreation and
entertainment - Sydney Gardens, created in 1795, is
said to have counted Jane Austen as a regular visitor.

While working in Sydney Gardens, Network Rail also
carried out emergency repair work on Brunel’s only
remaining cast iron footbridge. Vegetation that had
been disturbing the masonry was removed and a
specialist stonemason was contracted to work with the
Bath stone, which was carefully repaired using hand
tools before being put back into place.

Colin Field, Network Rail’s town planning and heritage
manager said: “We’re pleased that we’ve been able to
designand completeasolutionthatenhancesthesafety
of the railway line and protects visitors to the Gardens,
while maintaining the historic architecture of Brunel’s

balustrade wall. We’ve worked in close partnership
with the council’s conservation officers and Historic
England to realise this work, which included vegetation
removal to improve the views across the park and keep
passing trains safe from leaves and branches. Brunel
intended for the railway to become a feature within the
Gardens in its own right, and we’ve worked to respect
that aspiration and stay true to his vision. Visitors will be
able to safely enjoy the sight of trains travelling through
the historic Gardens while the railway is protected from
any trespassers, which is a win for everybody.”

Keith Rowe, Bath and North East Somerset Council’s
Sydney Gardens project managersaid: “The completion
of the work to the railings through Sydney Gardens is
extremely timely and has dovetailed nicely with the
wider restoration of park. The National Lottery Heritage
Fund, in partnership with Bath & North East Somerset
Council have contributed over £3m to conserve and
rejuvenate the former 18th century pleasure gardens.
It is great to bring visitors back to the railway line and
see the trains very close up. We are also very grateful to
Network Rail for funding the new railway path as part
of their work to reinstate the ground at the end of their
works. It is all looking excellent and demonstrates the
value of good partnership working.”

Simon Hickman, development advice team leader
at Historic England said: “Brunel designed the Great
Western Railway as it bisects Sydney Gardens as a
place where the public could appreciate and enjoy the
passage of his trains. We’re delighted to have worked
with Network Rail designing a safe, but sympathetic,
means of allowing Brunel’s vision to continue.”
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NetworkRail’s No.DR98960 and DR98910 passes
Wigan on a Springs Branch to Mossend working
on September 19th.

‘Peter Pan’ and coaches are ready for some
passengers at the Alan Keef Open Day on
September 24th.

Platform removal clears way for double tracking at Cameron Bridge

Work to demolish the old station platforms at Cameron
Bridge is now complete. Following the successful
completion of the first mile in March, and significant
progress on the second mile, the removal of the old
platformsoftheformerCameronBridgestationclearsthe
way for the next stages of track work. The old platforms
adjacentto the Diageo factory were 210 metresin length
and made up from masonry and fill materials totalling
approximately 5000 tonnes. Their removal was needed
to clear the way for the double track railway which will
reconnect Leven to the mainline rail network.

Thedemolished platform material will beretained onsite
and fittingly, will be used as infill for the new Cameron
bridge station platforms which is being built 200 metres
to the east.

The size and scale of the work to remove the platforms
and the plant and machinery now operating on the
constructionoftheRaillink project offerfurtherevidence
of the dangers to those who are still using the railway
corridor for leisure purposes.

The project team is keen to reiterate the message that
local people should not now be using the area for their
own safetytoavoidcominginto contactwithengineering
trains, railway plant and machinery delivering the work.

Joe Mulvenna, Project Manager for the Levenmouth
Rail Link Project said: “The platform demolitions offer
further evidence of the progress now being made on the
delivery of the project. Work is ongoing all across the
route and activity is set to ramp-up even further in the
coming months and so we are asking people who have
previously used the area to walk dogs, for leisure or for
exercise to please find an alternative.

Increased work activity means more vehicle movements
and the first-mile section is now a live railway and so
very dangerous. Our priority is safety, both of the local
people and for those working hard to deliver the project,
and the best way to promote safety is by now asking
local people not to continue to use the railway corridor.”
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Colas track machine No. DR73924 passes
through Dawlish on September 6th working
6J39 10:17 Newton Abbot - Bristol Kingsland
Road.

Network Rail and housing charity Shelter
expand pioneering rough sleeping pilots
into Charing Cross and Victoria stations

Some of Network Rail’s busiest London stations
have teamed up with housing and homelessness
charity Shelter to help people sleeping rough.

Network Rail and housing charity Shelter are
teaming up again to help tackle rough sleeping
on the rail network. Following the success of the
partnership’s rough sleeping pilots in Birmingham
New Street and Manchester Piccadilly station, two
more outreach services have been launched at
London Charing Cross and London Victoria station.

Network Rail station staff are working alongside
Shelterto connect and refer people they encounter
sleeping rough with expert servicesto provide them
with tailored help and support. That includes help
to access key services such as: registering with a GP,
mental health support, setting up a bank account
or helping to find suitable accommodation.

Each personthatusestheservicewill be allocated a
key worker, who will support them in their journey
to move away from sleeping rough.

Many people have been living on the streets for
a long time, and the interventions by outreach
colleagues in the stations are a first step in the
process to securing permanent accommodation
and life-changing support.

Hannah Lawrence, Network Rail’s interim station
manager at London Victoria station, said: “We’re
really pleased to be a part of this vital service that
will help people find a route out of homelessness.

“Our day-to-day jobs mostly focus on helping
passengers, but we also look out for people who
are vulnerable and seek refuge in and outside our
stations. By training our teams and partnering with
experts at Shelter, we hope to be able to make a
real difference and reduce the number of people
sleeping rough in London.”

Connie Cullen, head of community services at
Shelter, said: “We know from experience the
difference it can make, to have someone reach out
when you’ve nowhere else to turn. That first “hello”

can change someone’s life forever. Anyone can
become homeless, and everyone has a different
story, which is why we tailor our approach to each
person, putting their needs at the heart of our
support.

“The pilotsin Birmingham and Manchester showed
uswhat’s possiblewhenweallcometogether.We’re
delighted to continue this work and to partner with
others in the sector, to help people find a way off
the streets, ensuring no-one faces homelessness
alone.”

Shelterwillalsobeworkingalongsidelocalcharities,
The Passage at London Victoria station and The
Connection at St Martin’s at London Charing Cross
station,whowillbeusingtheirspecialistexperience
in Westminster to provide extra support.

Jenny Travassos, director of services and new
development at The Passage, said: “The Passage
has been supporting people who are homeless in
and around Westminster for over 40 years. We're
really pleased to be working collaboratively with
Shelter, Network Rail and other partners to expand
our specialist Outreach Service and ensure that
many more people receive the help that they need.
With our Resource Centre being located just a few
minutes from Victoria Station, we are well-placed
to offer a rapid response to those sleeping rough
and provide practical solutions that help people to
find sustainable routes away from homelessness.”

Tilly Scott, street engagement team manager at
The Connection at St. Martin’s, said: “We are really
pleased to be working with Shelter and Network
Rail to provide much-needed support for people
sleeping rough in Charing Cross station. Our teams
are local experts and it’s great to have this joined-
up approach enabling us to do this vital work
together.”
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On September 10th, the Poppleton Community Railway Nursery, near York, held
one of their Heritage Open Days. The former British Rail plant nursery is under
volunteer operation these days, and the narrow gauge railway is a prominent part
of the site and still fully operational. During the open day, both locomotives were
on prominent display, including stalwart Lister Auto-truck ‘Loweco’ (formerly of
theAbbeyLightRailwayin Leeds),whichoperated occasionalshortdemonstration
freight trains on a length of line near the site entrance.

Work to preserve and improve the Island
Line's historic Ryde Pier to begin in autumn

Network Rail and South Western Railway (SWR)
are set to begin a complex programme of vital
maintenance and improvements on Ryde Pier,
to keep trains on the Isle of Wight running long
into the future. In a line closure between Ryde
Esplanade and Ryde Pier Head, beginning on
Sunday October 30th and ending in Spring 2023,
Network Rail engineers will strengthen the pier
and extend its life by up to 60 years. SWR will also
be carrying out work at the same time, making
efficient use of the closure.

In stark contrast to today’s modern design and
construction methods, the railway structure
of the pier was built between 1878 and 1880 by
Victorian engineers. After nearly 150 years of harsh
environmental conditions, which have caused
parts of the structure to deteriorate, it now needs
major refurbishment and repairs.

Mark Killick, Network Rail’s Wessex Route Director,
said: “We’re pleased to finally start work on Ryde
Pier, which after 142 years of service needs a lot
of maintenance to support SWR’s Island Line
services going forward.

“Planning this work has been very challenging as
we’ve had to work around other improvements
to the Island Line whilst trying to understand
the condition of the structure. Our engineers
now have a very complex programme of work to
deliver, made more difficult by the pier’s different
construction methods and the seasons they’ll be
working in.

“Our aim is to have everything finished in the
Springof nextyearand we’re gratefulto customers
for their patience during what we know will be a
disruptive closure.”

Claire Mann, SWR’s Managing Director, said:
“During our improvement programme in 2021,
which allowed us to introduce the first new trains
onthelslandLineformorethan30years,engineers
surveyed Ryde Pier and discovered major work
was needed to continue to run trains.

“We’ve worked closely with Network Rail to ensure
the repairs needed can be carried out whilst
causing the least amount of disruption possible,

as we know this is an important link from the
Island to ferry services bound for the mainland.
“We’resorryfortheinconveniencethatthisclosure
will cause, however we are making the most of the
opportunity available to us by carrying out work
that will give our customers smoother and more
reliable journeys.”

SWR will operate a shuttle bus service between
Ryde Pier Head and Ryde Esplanade during the
closure. Full details will be announced in the
coming weeks.

The 686-metre-long pier is split into six ‘zones’
which were built using several different forms of
construction. There have also been both major
and emergency repairs in the last 60 years. As
a result, engineers will have to use a variety of
methods to repair the pier, with a combination of
both partial replacements and full refurbishments
of the metal and timber structure.



Weathering the storm: lood devastated stretch of mid-Wales railway more resilient than ever with
new 10,000 tonne ‘rock armour’ defence

A multi-million-pound resilience project has been
successfully delivered on the Cambrian Line, making
passengers’ journeys more reliable in future.

A trio of storms in February 2022 forced the railway
between Welshpool and Newtown to close for six weeks
while engineers from Network Rail and AmcoGiffen
worked around the clock to fix over a dozen washouts
caused by unprecedented levels of flood water.

To minimise future delays and disruption, Network Rail
quickly got to work installing 10,000 tonnes of rock
armour along the bank of a-half-mile stretch of the
Cambrian Railway line. The tried and tested extreme
weather-buffer had already proved to be a huge success
to reduce flooding in other parts of Wales - on the Conwy
Valley and near Abergavenny.

Rock armour prevents the ballast - the bed of stones
beneath the sleepers - from washing away during
extreme storms. It has proven effective in other parts

of the railway, such as the flood-prone section of the
Conwy Valley railway and near Abergavenny. It means
the recovery of the railway following a harsh storm can
take days, rather than weeks or months.

The railway remained open to full service during the
resilience upgrades at Welshpool - which involved the
installation of locally sourced stone from Cefn Mawr
quarry, in Flintshire. Atotal of 198 engineers were on site
for the duration of the project and clocked in just over
31,000 working hours.

Network Rail is returning, this autumn, to plant short
hedgerows in the gaps along the railway boundary,
which not only help in slowing flood waters in future,
but also provide a continuation to nature’s corridors in
the area.

Nick Millington, interim route director at Network Rail
Wales and Borders, said: “It’s hard to remember how
devastating those February storms were, after the

record-breaking temperatures this summer, but we’re
always planning ahead to the next extreme weather
event, making sure we are prioritising investments that
will make our railway more resilient.

“The Cambrian Line is a hugely important rail link for
the communities it serves, and | am delighted it’s now
better protected from the impacts of climate change so
we can continue to provide a safe and reliable railway
for many years to come.”

Chris Howchin, programme manager at Network Rail
Wales and Borders said: “l would like to say a huge thank
you to our teams at Network Rail and AmcoGiffen who’ve
worked tirelessly in recent months not only to repair the
line, butto makeitmoreresilient, whichwill help prevent
long delays and disruption for passengers in future. |
would like to thank passengers and the communities we
serve along the line for their patience as this significant
investment was delivered.”

ColinLea, TransportforWales’Planningand Performance
Director, said: “We welcome this investment by Network
Rail in making the Cambrian Line safer and more
resilient. The work to prevent damage and disruption
fromfloodingwill help securethefuture of thisimportant
route, which provides a vital link for communities in
North and Mid Wales. We would like to thank the teams
who have been working around the clock on site over
recent weeks in difficult conditions.”

Andy Crowley, Operations Director, AmcoGiffen, said:
“We’re glad we were able to quickly and safely repair
the damage caused by the storms in February and,
crucially, take further steps to prevent another washout
over the coming winter. The work we’ve just completed
at Welshpool means customers will experience better
journeys, at a time when reliable public transport is
needed more than ever.”
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With all services cancelled as a mark
of respect for the Queen, four Pacers
are parked up outside Leyburn on the
Wensleydale Railway on September
11th.

Successful completion of ETCS
testing for Class 43

Another milestone has been achieved in the Government
funded East Coast Digital Programme (ECDP) with the
successful completion of testing with digital signalling for
Class 43 power cars forming part of Network Rail’'s New
Measurement Train.

European Train Control System (ETCS) in cab signalling
technology enables a more reliable service with reduced
delays, improved safety and reduced costs and emissions
through the removal of lineside infrastructure. The
successful testing programme at Network Rail’s recently
upgraded RailInnovationand Development Centre (RIDC)
now enables commissioning of the relevant Class 43
power cars into ETCS Level-NTC (National Train Control)
level. Using the RIDC facilities, recently upgraded for
ETCS testing, enables progression to Level-NTC without
the need for any passenger disruption through track
pOSsessions.

Porterbrook, the lead ROSCO for the Class 43 under the
National Joint ROSCO Programme (NJRP), managed the
project on behalf of the rail industry under instruction from
Network Rail. Thales was awarded the contract to carry
out the First in Class design and fitment project, and the
completion of testing at RIDC marks the first time that the
Thales On-Board System has been successfully fitted in the
UK.

The train testing process at RIDC for the Class 43 involved
several days of running and builds on an initial phase of lab
testing to integrate and prove the technology. The physical
testing at RIDC then proves that the component parts of the
ETCS technology (train, trackside, radio block centre) and
the train itself all work together in real life conditions.

With around 700 vehicles needing to be prepared for the
East Coast Digital Programme, the First in Class (FiC) testing
programme at RIDC over the next two years will involve
around 20-25 classes of passenger and freight trains.

Toufic Machnouk, Network Rail’s Director, Industry
Partnership for Digital Railway, said: “The ability to test the
firstin class vehicles at RIDCis a corner stone for the delivery
of ECDP and the further roll out of ETCS across the network.
This allows the train to be tested and certified following the
fitment of new safety critical control technology without
disrupting the operational railway.

“The collaboration created on the Class 43 projectis another
example of how our partners are rising to the unique
challenges with retrofitting vehicles. Over the next two years
a variety of vehicle types will undergo ETCS testing as we
continue with the upgrades and retrofitments that enable
ECML south to migrate to ETCS operations.”

Ben Ackroyd, Chief Operating Officer at Porterbrook said:
“Porterbrook is delighted to see the power cars for the New
Measurement Train fitted with ETCS completing final testing
and commissioning at RIDC. This is a key part of the rollout
of the Digital Railway, and we are pleased to play our part
in supporting Network Rail on this project that will improve
performance, enhance safety and reduce costs for the
industry.”

Tank Porteous, Programme Director at Thales said: “The
successful testing of the Thales ETCS system with the
tracksideinfrastructureatRIDCrepresentsamajormilestone
for the Class 43 project and is the culmination of a brilliant
collaborative effort from the team. Thales is pleased to be
able to contribute towards the success of the East Coast
Digital Programme as it transforms the railway to the benefit
of its users.”

Many other companies across the railway have supported
the ETCS project, including Ricardo which carried out the
integration design for all the Class 43 build types, Yellow Rail
which carried out the installation work on behalf of Thales,
and Loram UK which maintains the Class 43 fleet.
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Class 55 No. D9000 ‘Royal Scots
Grey’ passes Daresbury with 1Z55
Wolverhampton to Carlisle on
September 24th.

On September 21st, Class 59 001
‘Yeoman Endeavour’ brings the
15:38 Woking to Merehead stone
emptiesunderDaisyDellfootbridge
at Andover.

Celebration as new lifts and footbridge at East
Crinstead station in West Sussex steam into use,
step-free access for everyone

SpecialguestsfromEastGrinsteadandacrosstherailway
industry joined together to celebrate the opening of a
new footbridge and lifts on September 2nd, improving
accessibility for passengers at their local station. As
well as the completion of the £4.5m project, funded
by the Government’s Access for All scheme, a plaque
was unveiled in memory of campaigner Eric Mackie
MBE, who set up the East Grinstead Access Group and
dedicated his life to improving access for people with
mobility issues in his home town. Bluebell Railway
locomotive number 65, dating from 1896, made a
special appearance to mark the occasion, pulling into
platform 2 to mark the first time it had run on main line
tracks since 1963.

Katie Frost, Network Rail’s Sussex route director, said:
“We always want to do more to improve passenger
experience and make our stations easily accessible for
everyone. This investment means that more people
can benefit from step-free access. Accessibility is so
important and with the help of the funding from the
Department for Transport we’re able to upgrade our
stations so that everyone can equally navigate their
way round them in a safe and secure way. We’d like to
give special thanks to the Bluebell Railway who kindly
offered to bring out the magnificent steam train and
1953 vintage bus to the event.”

This initiative is part of the Access for All scheme which
is government funded to create an easily accessible
route from the station entrance to the platform.

Rail Minister, Wendy Morton, said: “Our railways are for
everyone, and this £4.5m of Government Access for All
funding will not only upgrade East Grinstead station
but improve accessibility and ensure easy, comfortable
journeys for all.”

Mims Davies, MP for Mid Sussex, said, “It’s a joy to
see the opening of the East Grinstead Access for All
improvements, | was pleased to get the vital key
investment of £4.645m from DFT building on the work
from my predecessor, Sir Nicholas Soames and local
campaign groups and Cllr Norman Webster on this
important access improvement for the town and its
visitors.

| am very pleased Network Rail have rightly fast tracked
this key program of works, to provide quicker this
much-needed step-free access for all rail passengers.
This will be especially appreciated by those with
restricted mobility, wheelchair users and parents with
pushchairs who will rightly be much better served, and
this is extremely welcome. | am delighted the Bluebell
Railway joined us to make this a very positive event for
the town, its residents, and businesses.”

Anne Mackie, Eric Mackie’s wife, said: “Eric was a
passionate campaigner to improve accessibility in East
Grinstead - he would’ve been thrilled to see his efforts
pay off and the railway station made fully accessible
thanks to the Access for All scheme.”

Localresident,William Tregunno sufferedfromMuscular
Dystrophy and the old structure posed extreme
difficulties with someone with mobility impairment.
His father, Tony, said: “The new lifts and accessibility
improvements at East Grinstead station will literally
transform the lives of people with reduced mobility, like
our son, who sadly are often be defined by what they
cannot do. Our family is beyond happy that the railway
station is now fully accessible thanks to the Access for
All scheme”.

Roy Watts, Bluebell Railway’s Vice President, said: “The
Bluebell is delighted to be invited to be part of this
importanteventandindeed unique occasion honouring
alocalresident.TheBluebelllooksforwardtowelcoming
more passengers by Southern especially as access has
been made even easier by this new footbridge.”

Chris Fowler, customer services director for Southern,
said: “We’re committed to making all our services easy
to use for everyone, so on behalf of our East Grinstead
customers I’m delighted that all platforms now have
direct step-free access. I'd like to say a big thank-you to
people in the local community whose support for this
collaborative project has been crucial.”
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With some help from the rear, ‘Battle of
Britain’ Class Pacific No. 34067 ‘Tangmere’
crests Hoghton Bank in light rain with the
returning ‘Northern Belle’ on September
3rd.

Step-free Selby: Upgraded footbridge and new
lifts project set to begin

Passengers at Selby station, managed by TransPennine
Express, will soon benefit from major accessibility
Improvements, as preparations are made to install
brand-new lifts and strengthen the Grade Il listed
footbridge. Installation of the accessible lifts, as well
as work to improve the bridge is set to be completed
by June 2023. These crucial enhancements will be
welcomed by passengers with limited mobility - as well
as those with bicycles, pushchairs or heavy luggage
— allowing for easier journeys to destinations such as
Leeds, Doncaster, York and Hull. Currently, passengers
requiring assistance can only access platforms 2 and 3
via a barrow crossing over the tracks when station staff
are available. The scheme, which is being delivered
as part of the Government’s Access for All initiative,
launched when a compound was constructed at the
site. The main part of the work will begin in the coming
weeks and will bring a much more modern station to
the Yorkshire town, in line with the station’s growth in
passenger numbers over recent years.

Whilst this Access for All scheme is the first stage of
work at Selby, the Transforming Cities Fund will deliver
a package of improvements to the station and the
surrounding area, with work due to begin towards the
end of the year.

RichardOwens,InfrastructureDirectorforNetworkRail’s
North and East Route, said: “It is great to see that these
keyaccessibilityimprovementsatSelbystationareinthe
pipeline. The benefits will be felt by all passengers, but
particularly by those with additional access needs who
require access to platforms 2 and 3 when station staff
are unavailable. Step-free access is vital for the future
of our railway, and | hope it encourages more people to
travel by train. | know that heritage is central to Selby
station, so I’'m pleased that we’ll be strengthening the
Grade Il listed footbridge as part of the project.”

NigelAdams,Memberof ParliamentforSelbyandAinsty,
said: “lamdelighted thatthe essential preparatorywork
to provide lifts at Selby Station has been completed and
building work will commence shortly. The new facilities
will bring to an end the difficulties faced by passengers
with heavy luggage, small children and pushchairs or a
disability having to make special arrangements to cross
the line to leave or join trains travelling towards Leeds.

“Having supported the application for funding to
upgrade Selby station from the outset, | am delighted

that construction will now begin. The upgrade will
be done sensitively and will incorporate the iconic
footbridge. Selby station is one of the 73 stations that
received funding in 2019 as part of the Access for All
Programme.”

Chris Nutton, Major Projects Director for TransPennine
Express said: “We are thrilled that work to install brand
new liftsaswell as strengthening the existing footbridge
at Selby station will soon begin. These changes will
make a real difference to those using the railway,
ensuring the station is inclusive for all our customers. |
want to thank those using the station for their patience
and understanding while this important work is carried
out.”

Cllr David Buckle, Selby District Council’s Lead
Executive Member for Communities and Economic
Development, said: “Public transport is vital to our
communities and improving access for everyone is a
welcome development. This work comes ahead of the
planned Selby Gateway scheme, which will see further
improvements for rail and bus passengers, in addition
to anyone using public spaces in that area.”

Terry French, Secretary for Selby and District Rail Users
Group, said: “The Group is delighted with the news that
its long-standing campaign to have lifts installed at
Selby Station will soon come to fruition. This is a major
boost for the town - step-free access will only encourage
people to use the train and be much easier and safer for
everyone who needs to use the lifts.”
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Polos, starting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each, Morf’s (neckwear), starting
each, minimal order of 3. from £27.50 each, minimal minimal order of 2. from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

order of 2.

Budget
Hoodies
£18.10 eacH

For 5 plus.
(Not shown)

Gymsacs, starting from We have a broad range of Promotional print T-shirt, Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2. each, minimal order of 2
bags to messenger bags.

Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting If you are after an item not shown,

£14.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, mouse mats, coasters. from £8.70 each, please ask, we have a vast range.

minimal order of 5. Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.

Standard turn-around time 5-7
days. Prices assume collection
from our Huddersfield Service
Centre. Postage if required
charged at cost.

Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.

huddersfield@had-it.co.uk « 01484 500441 « had-print.co.uk

Clubs and
Societies Apparel

Did you KnOW - Ken Mumford

Some more of the nations oddities this month:

Salisbury Depot Statistics
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LNER J27 Class No. 65894 eases through
Loughborough on September 29th.

A

British Railways Standard Class 5 No.
73156 is seen being prepared for service at
Loughborough on September 29th.

A 4
Class 37 No. D6700 and Class 45 No. D123 are

seen stabled in the sidings at Loughborough
on September 29th.
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