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As Europe and most of the world comes out of hibernation
after various lockdowns, it is interesting to see how
different countries are handling the ‘new normal’ as it
has been called. Here in the UK, rail services have started
to steadily increase in numbers and some fine warm
weather has brought large numbers of tourist travellers
but the business sector has still a long way to recover.

In France, the government handed a report to parliament
on May 20th, the same day as reintroduction of the Paris -
Niceovernightservice,onthepotentialofintroducingnew
cross-country inter-regional train services and overnight
trains. In the case of daytime trains, the report examined
the potential foreight daytime routes and identified three
routes for possible development: Metz - Dijon - Lyon -
Grenoble, Toulouse - Montpellier - Lyon and Nantes - Le
Mans - Rouen - Lille. These would operate two or three
times a day, using Coradia Liner bi-mode trains or CAF
EMUs similar to those ordered for the Paris - Limoges -
Toulouse route. As far as night trains are concerned, the
report studies the opportunity for creating a network
of overnight services and examines the potential for 20
domestic and five international routes. The experience
of Austrian Federal Railways (OBB), which has recently
expanded its network of international overnight trains,
is examined in the report, in order to identify methods of
operation which are financially sustainable.

Also from France is the news that the first TGV M fourth-
generation power car for SNCF was unveiled at Alstom’s
Belfort plant on May 26th. “This eco-designed TGV, the
first trains of which are scheduled to enter service in
2024, has benefited from the know-how of the best
experts from Voyages SNCF and Alstom, brought together
on a common platform during the definition and co-
specification phases of the project,” Alstom says. “This
new way of designing a more innovative and efficient
train is a first in Europe.” Thanks to a more compact,
simplified and streamlined architecture, TGV M will have
lower acquisition and maintenance costs compared with
the existing TGV Duplex double-deck train whilst gaining
20% in capacity. The return of energy to the catenary
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during braking, eco-driving and the aerodynamic shape
of the nose allow overall energy savings of around 20%.

MeanwhileoverinGermany,thelCEtraincelebratedits30th
birthday, as on May 29th 1991, six ICE 1 trains converged
in Kassel-Wilhelmshohe from different directions and
officiallyinauguratedtheeraofhigh-speedrailtravel.Afew
days later, on June 2nd 1991, the first ICE trains officially
inaugurated high-speed service in Germany. The new
Hanover-Wurzburg and Mannheim-Stuttgart high-speed
lines slashed travel times on north-south connections by
up to two hours. Over the following years, the ICE ‘family’
was further developed and expanded: The ICE 2 debuted
in 1996, followed by the ICE 3 four years later.

While the ICE 1 and ICE 2 were developed and built with
the participation of Siemens, the ICE 3 was a complete
Siemens in-house development. It was also the first
high-speed train used for cross-border service to the
Netherlands, France and Belgium, being designed for
four different operating voltages and the various train
protection systems. The ICE 3 was Germany’s first high-
speed train to reach a top speed of over 300km/h. All
drive components were distributed completely beneath
the floor, allowing the seating capacity to be significantly
increased. In 2016, the ICE 4 from Siemens Mobility
ushered in a new era in ICE service for Deutsche Bahn.
With its flexible configurations and generous interior
space (918 seatsina13-carunit),theICE4 hasbecomethe
new backbone of Germany’s long-distance system. The
trains have a top speed of 250km/h (up to 265km/hin the
future). The ICE 4 order was the largest in the history of
Siemens Mobility. A new ICE 4 is currently being added to
DB’s long-distance fleet every three weeks, and by 2024,
Siemens Mobility will have delivered a total of 137 ICE 4
trains.

Until next month
David
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Aurizon’s standard gauge No. Q4007 passes the Cockburn Cement works as it approaches its destination of
Kwinanawithtrain No. 5430 withempty containersfromaminesite at Malcolm, approximately 900 kilometres

to the east.

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to the
many people who have contributed,
it really makes our task of putting
this magazine together a joy when

we see so many great photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without:RayAnslow,BrianBattersby,
Mark Bearton, Mark Bennett,

Tim Blazey, Rob Boyce,

Keith Chapman, Julian Churchill,
Nick Clemson, Derek Elston,

Mark Enderby, Tim Farmer,

Dave Felton, FrontCompVids,

Paul Godding, Richard Hargreaves,
Jim Haywood, Keith Hookham,
Colin Irwin, John Johnson,

Anton Kendall, Mathijs Kok,

Jyrki Lastunen, Ken Livermore,
Michael Lynam, Peter Marsden,

Phil Martin, Denzil Morgan,

Thomas Niederl, Peter Norrell,
Chris Perkins, Mark Pichowicz,
David Pollock, Andy Pratt,

Paul Quinlan, Railwaymedia,
Alan Rigby, Bryan Roberts,

Neil Scarlett, John Sloane,
Stephen Simpson, Laurence Sly,
Stewart Smith, Steamsounds,
Steve Stepney, Mark Torkington,

Gerard van Vliet and Erik de Zeeuw.



www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 4

A US 1' r a I i a Mark Bennett




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 5

Australia

Mark Bennett




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 6

Australia

Mark Bennett




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 7

Australia

Mark Bennett




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 8

Australia

Colin Gildersleve




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 9

A U S 1' I‘ O I i O Mark Bennett




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 10

Australia

Colin Gildersleve




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 11

Austria R

Thomas Niederl




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 12

Austria R

Thomas Niederl




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 13

Austria
- Thomas Niederl




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 14

Austria
- Thomas Niederl




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 15

Austria B

Thomas Niederl




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 16

Austria
- Thomas Niederl




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 17

Austria
- Thomas Niederl




Austria B

Thomas Niederl




New connection

The OBB Rail Cargo Group is expandingits intermodal network by combining
its new TransFER Budapest-Brno with increasing the frequency of its existing
Budapest-Kosekoy TransFER service. Combining the new TransFER between
Budapest and Brno with increased frequency of services between Budapest
and Kosekoy means it will be possible to transport goods directly from the
Asian side of Turkeyto Hungary and on fromtheretothe CzechRepublictwice
a week. Customers benefit from a new high-performance, stable connection
between the Czech Republic and Turkey. DSV in particular will be availing
of this for its customers. Both services are part and parcel of the TransNET,
which facilitate onward distribution to all RCG destinations.

New TransFER Budapest-Brno

The RCG’s new Budapest-Brno TransFER connection was launched on May
5th. It will provide efficient and eco-friendly transport services between
Hungary and the Czech Republic for maritime and continental supply chains.
This connection between the Container Terminal Brno and the Terminal

On May 9th, Stern &HafferlEMU No. 22.136 is seen working
service No. R8219 near Bad Wimsbach.

between Turkey, Hungary and the Czech Republic

BILK in Budapest provides a fast transit time of 12 hours and two round
trips a week. The TransNET provides a link to Koper as part of the service
running between these two destinations, with a fast, reliable and affordable
connection between this Adriatic port and the Czech Republic as well as
neighbouring Slovakia.

More round trips for the TransFER Budapest-Kosekoy

Therouteoninto Turkey will be bolstered with the launch of this new service.
TheRCGisgoingtoincreasethefrequency ofits TransFER Budapest-Kosekoy
to two round trips a week. The possibility of connecting the new TransFER
Budapest-Brno with Anatolia and Central Asia / China provides opens up
the possibility of linking up with economic hubs across all of Western Europe
and connecting all of Eurasia to the RCG network. Strengthening the new
partnership with the TCDD (Turkish State Railways) operator Pasifik Eurasia
(Pacific Eurasia) at the Kosekoy terminal provides a vital link for transport to
and from Turkey and on into the CIS countries and China.
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Germany

yard in Belgium on March 30th.

CFL Cargo Class 193.624-4 passes Kaarst with a rake of
Res 686 cars from Nievenheim heading to the Kinkempois
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Alstom to supply 32 Coradia Continental regional trains to Hessische Landesbahn

Alstom has received an order from Hessische Landesbahn GmbH (HLB) to
supply 32 Coradia Continental electric multiple units. The order is divided
into a total of twelve 4-unit and twenty 5-unit trains and has a total value
of around €200 million. The trains will be deployed on the Central Hesse
subnetwork operated by HLB starting in December 2023 and will operate on
the following lines:

 Line RB37: Kirchain to Frankfurt Central Station via Marburg and Giessen
 Line RB40: Dillenburg to Frankfurt Central Station via Gielsen

« Line RB41: Schwalmstadt to Frankfurt Central Station via Treysa and
Giessen

« Line RB49: Giessen to Hanau Central Station via Freidburg

“We are delighted that Hessische Landesbahn has once again opted for our
state-of-the-artelectric multiple units. The Coradia Continental is the perfect
solution for regional transport in Central Hesse. Reliable, fast, and quiet, it
offers maximum passenger comfort and generous space for bicycles and

luggage. | am particularly pleased that HLB has once again put its trust in
Alstom, 35identicaltrainshave beenrunningveryreliablyon HLB’s Southern
Hesse-Untermain subnetwork since 2018”, says Muslum Yakisan, President
of Alstom in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.

The Coradia Continental reaches an operating speed of up to 160 km/h and
offers 200 and 280 seats respectively as four- and five-section units. Various
multi-purpose areas keep sufficientspace availableforwheelchairs, bicycles,
and baby carriages. The trains’ drive equipment is located on the roof, so
the interior is generously proportioned, including a wide, step-free aisle for
better passenger flow. In particular, an adapted boarding height, combined
with additional sliding steps, also ensures very comfortable vehicle access.
The CoradiaContinentalisequipped with Wi-Fi, electrical outletsforcharging
devices, as well as video surveillance and a real-time passenger information
system that displays rail connection info.

“We have had a great experience with this vehicle in southern Hesse in
terms of maintenance, reliability and passenger comfort. Therefore, we are
pleased to begin using the Coradia Continental trains in our new Central
Hesse network starting in December 2023,” says Veit Salzmann, Managing
Director of Hessische Landesbahn.

Alstom’s Coradia series of modular trains benefit from more than 30 years
of continuous development and proven technical solutions. More than
3,300 Coradia trains have been sold to date and around 2,900 are currently
operatinginDenmark, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg,the Netherlands,
Sweden and Canada.
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DB Class 152.010-5 passes Bohmte with an ARS Altmann car
train from Neckarsulm to Bremerhaven on April 1st.

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 26

Alstom to equip DB Cargo freight locomotive with state-of-the-art ETCS technology for service in

Alstom is further expanding its onboard signalling presence in Europe by
signing a contract to equip yet another locomotive with the latest ETCS[1]
signallingtechnology. Thislatest project, subsidized by the European Union’s
Connecting Europe Facility and the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and
Water Management, will see Alstom’s proven Atlas ETCS Baseline 3 Release
2 solution installed into one of DB Cargo’s DE6400 freight locomotives. The
new signalling technology will furthermore enable Belgian-Dutch freight
traffic when the lines are converted to ETCS for the 2024/2025 timetable
change in Belgium and the 2026/2027 timetable change in the Netherlands.

“We are delighted that DB Cargo has once again placed its trust in us for
their modifications. Alstom is the first company to be fully certified in the
latest rolling stock and trackside ETCS standards and our state-of-the-art
signalling solutions adapt to the specific requirements of each operating

Belgium and the Netherlands

environment, ensuring the highest standards for safe, trans-European
freight transport,” said Michael Konias, Head of Digital & Integrated Systems
at Alstom for Germany, Austria and Switzerland.

Underthecontract,theexisting Dutch ATB-EG and ATB-NG systems, aswell as
the Belgian nationalsystem (TBL1+), will beintegrated with the ETCS system.
Among the most efficient train control systems in the world, this signalling
technology modernisation will significantly improve Belgian-Dutch freight
operationswhileincreasingits safety, reliability, and punctuality-in addition
to cutting maintenance costs. Retrofitting work for the first prototype will
be carried out by freight locomotive maintenance expert Shunter, whom
Alstom signed an acquisition purchase agreement with in March 2021. With
the acquisition, Alstom will strengthen its expertise in the service sector and
expand its presence in the Benelux countries.

Modifying this locomotive prototype is the latest step in Alstom’s expanding
position in on-board signalling technology withing the European freight
traffic market. In January 2020, Alstom and DB Cargo announced a project
to retrofit a total of 13 EG3100 freight locomotives with the latest ETCS
signalling technology standard (Baseline 3 Release 2) for trans-European
freight traffic between Germany, Denmark, and Sweden.

Worldwide, Alstom has over 13,000 employees working on digitalisation
in the rail sector in the areas of signalling technology, smart mobility and

cybersecurity with many of them based in Germany.

[1] European Train Control System
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HHLA rail subsidiary Metrans is one of Europe’s leading provider of
intermodal container transportation in seaport-hinterland traffic and is one
of the pioneers of the rapidly growing railway transport along the New Silk
Road. In the past year, Metrans has increased the number of container trains
travelling between Europe and China by 114 percent.

The volume and frequency of rail freight traffic between Asia and Europe
has increased significantly in recent years. The coronavirus pandemic and
resulting capacity bottlenecks in shipping have given an added boost to
rail transport links. According to the estimates of management consultancy
Roland Berger, around 878,000 standard containers (TEU) were transported
alongthevariousrail corridors ofthe New Silk Road in 2020. Theinternational
railway organisation UIC assumes this number could double by 2025.

HHLA subsidiary Metrans is also benefitting from this trend. The intermodal
company operated 913 trains in 2020 (2019: 426 trains) that originated in
or went to China. This is an increase of 114 percent, with imports recording
the largest growth (+131 percent). The transport volumes of Metrans on the
New Silk Road are thus approximately 30,000 TEU.

Metrans CEO Peter Kiss: “30 years ago we began transporting sea freight
containers to the European hinterland. Metrans offered the first regular
shuttle train connection between Hamburg and Prague. Since this time,
our network between European ports and its hinterland has grown every
year. Additionally, we are one of the largest providers in the fastest growing
market: rail transport between Europe and China.”

Customers can now select numerous destinations
across China as their start and end points. Currently, 60
to 80 Metrans trains per month connect Europe with key
economic centres in the People’s Republic, including
Zhengzhou, Xi’an and Jinhua. Together with partners,
Metrans assembles the block trains in China that are
taken over by traction operators atthevarious hubsofthe
Eurasian rail corridor. These hubs are the Polish border
terminal Malaszewicze (near the Belarusian city of Brest)
and the Slovakian terminal in Dobra (near the Ukrainian
border). The containers are then distributed throughout
the entire Metrans network. The key hubs fortherail cargo
flows between Europe and China by Metrans are its hub
terminals in Budapest, Prague, Ceska Trebova, Poznan
and Dunajska Streda.

The Port of Hamburg represents the central hub of Sino-
German trade, for both the continental and maritime
Silk Road. More than half of Germany’s foreign trade
with China is handled via the Free and Hanseatic City of
Hamburg. The lion’s share of this figure is seaborne. In
2020 alone, more than 2.4 million TEU were handled on the quaysides of
Germany’s largest seaport. 15 liner services connect the Free and Hanseatic
City of Hamburg with Chinese ports. In Hamburg, the quayside and rail
facilitiesareinclose proximitytooneanother.AsEurope’slargestrailway port,
Hamburg also offers a dense network of wagon load traffic as well as shuttle

A “digital twin” makes trains more reliable

Deutsche Bahn and Stadler are developing the first virtual image of a
complete train. Real-time data should help to maintain the air conditioning
and doors in time so that they no longer malfunction.

A milestone for the digitalisation of rail operations: Deutsche Bahn and train
manufacturer Stadler are developing the first virtual image of a complete
train. It processes datafromtherealvehiclein realtime, therefore preventing
disruptions or breakdowns.

Representatives of both companies have signed a relevant cooperation
agreement. In doing so, they are establishing a partnership between a rail
company and avehicle manufacturerthatis uniquein thisform. Both parties
see the cooperation as a model for other rail companies and manufacturers.
For Deutsche Bahn, the virtual image of the train - a so-called “digital twin”
— is the key to more reliable vehicles and more capacity on the rails. With
the help of digital twins, it will be possible to send trains for repair when it
becomes necessary. This reduces the number of disruptions because they
can be prevented beforehand. This will make rail transport more punctual

and more attractive, supporting the climate-friendly mobility transition.
The first train to get a digital twin is Stadler’s 429.1 series. DB operates 28
of these multiple unit trains in regional transport in Rhineland-Palatinate,
Hesse, parts of Baden-Wirttemberg and Saarland. A prototype is currently
being equipped with thetechnology forrecordingand transmittingdata. The
othertrainsintheseries willfollow. The digital twin should be fully functional
for the first time by the end of 2021. The virtual image will initially focus on
the train’s air conditioning, doors and wheel sets. The data sent by these
components is processed with the help of artificial intelligence to create an
increasingly perfect simulation of the real train. Its physical behaviour will
be taken into account in addition to the vehicle’s mechanics, electrics and
software.

Sabina Jeschke, Member of the Management Board for Digitalisation
and Technology: “The cooperation with Stadler is a big step for the
digitalisation of rail operations. We are showing that exchanging data with
train manufacturers benefits both sides. It is primarily passengers that are
helped by trains becoming more punctual and reliable. Only by digitalising
rail operations can the climate-friendly mobility transition succeed.”

Metrans doubles number of container trains on the New Silk Road

and block train connections. Every week, almost 1,960 train departures to
and from Hamburg are offered, including more than 230 weekly connections
with China.

Photo: Metrans rail terminal in Budapest ©HHLA/Thies Ratzke

Jure Mikolci¢, CEO Stadler Deutschland: “By creating a digital twin of an
entire vehicle fleet, both Deutsche Bahn and we as the vehicle manufacturer
obtain relevant data material. Thus we can ensure proactive maintenance
andtheconstantoptimisationofobsolescencemanagement. Thishelpsboth
sides to sustainably improve vehicle availability and to reduce breakdowns
caused by faults to a minimum.”
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Berlin Central Station celebrated its 15th birthday at the end of May.
Technicians Volkmar Strupat and Udo Schwarten from DB Services were on
the job right from the start. We visited the two strong makers - and took
a look behind the facade of the station. From unknown places in the train
station and tango evenings under the glass roof.

Volkmar Strupat has the main station as a map in his head. Which of the
thousands of water pipes go where? Where are the shut-off valves? What
looks like a complicated tangle on the blueprints is the technician’s day-to-
day business. After all, the heating and plumbing technician worked here as
early as 2003, when the 160-meter-long and 45-meter-wide hall was still a
shell - and the pipes were not plastered. “If there is a problem with the water
pipes somewhere in the building, | usually don’t have to study the plans for
a long time, but know exactly where to go.”

Strupat is one of the longest-serving railway employees in the main station
and a strong doer. He knows every corner here. The 57-year-old can still
remember exactly how Europe’s largest crossing station was gradually
completed onthe huge area opposite the Federal Chancellery. “There wasn’t
much here yet, you had a clear view because the border used to run here.”
Atthat time, he was the contact person for the many companies on the huge
construction site.

Opening of the Berlin Central Station on May 26, 2006 in green, yellow,
red and blue

Then on May 26th, 2006 the grand opening ceremony. “In the evenings,
an incredible number of people came to see our new train station,” recalls
the electrician Udo Schwarten. A rush of crowds on the bridges around the
station. Just before 11 p.m. on the dot, Schwarten and his colleagues turn
off the lights in the train station. Clear the stage for a unique spectacle: the
building lights up in green, yellow, red and blue. Illuminated trains drive
into the hall as a symbol of the growing together of East and West Berlin.
And finally, the railway logo shines red in the night. “The Chancellor was
there too, that was a really great thing,” enthuses Strupat.

In the summer of 2006, thousands of football fans got off at the main station
and flocked to the capitalforthe World Cup. An endurance testforthe station.
And for the colleagues at DB Services. “The 38 elevators and 54 escalators
were in continuous operation - and we had a lot to do,” says Schwarten.
“There was a great atmosphere in the station. Guests from all over the world
were impressed by the construction made of steel, concrete and glass. ”You
don’t always speak the same language, but it usually works with your hands
and feet. “For example, | showed police officers from all over the world
through the building, and the Sheikh of Qatar was also a guest at the main
station,” says his colleague Struptat.

The undercover duo from Berlin Central Station

The technology world behind the
shopping world

Today, with 330,000 travellers
(2019), thestationisone ofthe most
visited train stations in Germany.
And Strupat and Schwarten are
still on board. Together with their
colleagues from DB Services, they
work day and night to ensure that
the technology behind the colorful
shop displays and the platforms
is running. If there is a problem,
the two of them are always ready
to listen - whether for the shop
owners or the colleagues from the
3-S headquarters. Because the
lifelines of the train station always
have towork - from pipesto heating
or lighting. Without it there is no
water, no heat, no air or light.

The heating and ventilation

technology of the stationis controlled on the fourth floor: only those who are
familiar will find the small room without windows, which is hidden behind
long corridors. The trains rumble above its ceilings, and the jackhammers
on the construction sites knock from outside. The operations room is one of
many behind the high-gloss facade of the station. Only the technicians have
access there. From here, DB Services monitors the 78,000 square meters
of the station area - the size of almost eleven soccer fields. If the sensors
indicate a problem, the computer monitors light up red - and the colleagues
set off for their next assignment. There is always something to do in the big
building.

Strupat’s team has to check 2,700 fire dampers every year to prevent the
smoke from spreading throughout the building in the event of a fire. It takes
three to four months. The lever on each flap is thrown: Does the mechanism
close smoothly? “If the TUV then comes, let’s do the same game again and
show that we have maintained everything well,” says Strupat. After all, safety
comes first. And not only ventilation and heating have to work, the sewage
system also needs regular maintenance. “With the help of a total of 60 lifting
systems, we collect the process water and gradually pump it into the Berlin
sewer system,” explains Strupat.

In the depths of the station

In order for the technology to work reliably, he must regularly descend into
thedepthsofthestation.A15meterlongladderleadstothe pumps.Ajobthat
one cannot do alone. “There’s no cell phone reception down there. Nobody
would ever find you there. ”A rescue stretcher is also available there in case
of an emergency. “We are trained in rescue at height and depth. Fortunately,

nothing has ever happened. “

Live: The lights above the tracks on the lifting platform can only be replaced
when the overhead line is switched off.

The technicians also have to be free from giddiness when doing their job
in the train station. If you want to replace the lights on the ceilings of the
hall, you can use a lifting platform that has been specially developed for
the building. If something needs to be repaired on the 46-meter-high office
towers, Strupat climbs up there too. Of course, only buckled up with a seat
belt.

His colleague Udo Schwarten likes the high ceilings and the architecture of
the station. “In the last 15 years the station has grown closer and closer to
the city, many houses have been built nearby. The train station is now right
in the middle of life. ”The electrician is also enthusiastic about events or
art installations for which the train station offers an extraordinary stage. “A
tango evening in the middle of the building is a great experience.” A little
pride resonates when he talks about his very special workplace.

Almost everyone at the station knows him and his colleagues - whether they
aretheemployeesof Station & Service, the Federal Police ortheshopkeepers.
When the two are out in the building, there is a friendly hello everywhere.
Their phone rarely stands still, help is always in demand. Strupat with a
smile: “If I retire in a few years, | will have to be available for a while.”
Happy Birthday Hauptbahnhof!
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FlixTrain is taking off in Germany. As of May 11th, Germany’s first privately
operated long-distance train network is larger than ever and includes the
Hamburg - Berlin route for the first time. Furthermore, for the first time
Munich, where FlixMobility is headquartered, will be connected to the green
train network. In addition to the Munich - Frankfurt connection, FlixTrain
is also launching its first night line from the Bavarian capital to Hamburg
via Berlin. FlixTrain is thus doubling the number of routes and connecting
a total of 16 new cities. The Hamburg - Cologne and Cologne - Berlin lines
will also remain part of the service and will already be running in time for
Pentacost on May 20th. The Stuttgart - Berlin route will follow in June. With
these exciting developments, FlixTrain is not only significantly expanding its
network to a total of around 40 cities, but is now giving people in all regions
of Germany a choice of which train they want to travel with. Furthermore,
the company is putting an exclamation mark on green mobility: All FlixTrain
trains are powered 100% by green electricity.

FlixTrain uses new modern trains on all connections and, unlike its
competitors, guarantees every passenger a seat. Tickets for all lines can
already be booked from EUR 4.99, an overview of the start dates can be
found here:

Connection Daily trips as of ... Trips per day
Berlin - Cologne May 20th 2021 Up to 4
Hamburg - Cologne May 20th 2021 Up to 4
Hamburg - Berlin - Leipzig May 27th 2021 Up to 8
Hamburg - Berlin - Munich (night) June 17th 2021 Up to 2
Munich - Frankfurt June 18th 2021 Upto 2
Berlin - Stuttgart June, 2021 (tbd) Up to4

From Berlin to Hamburg

From May 27th, FlixTrain will start operating between Hamburg and Berlin.
This means that the green long-distance trains will be part of the regular
service between Germany’stwo largest cities for thefirsttime. “Ourtrainsare
aboutasfastasourcompetitor’slICEsonthisroute,”saysAndré Schwammlein,
CEO and co-founder of FlixMobility. “We are putting additional trains on the
tracks and want to send a clear signal: Train travel must be accessible for
everyone. And people should have a choice about which train they want to
take! So it’s all the better that we’re providing an excellent alternative with
modern trains, affordable prices and fast travel times.”

Coming Home: Munich is now also served by FlixTrain

Starting in June, FlixTrain will also be serving Munich for the first time,
adding its birthplace city to the network: The Bavarian capital is home to
FlixMobility and will be served by two lines at the start. In addition to the
Munich - Frankfurt connection via Augsburg, Wurzburg, Aschaffenburg and

Hanau,thefirstnightlinebetweenBerlinand Munichwillalsobegin operation
on June 17th. This means that not only is there now an independently
operated train connection between Berlin and Munich, but numerous new
cities will also be connected to the FlixTrain network on this line, including
Nuremberg, Erlangen, Bamberg and Jena. “We want to make green mobility
accessible to as many people as possible. For us, it is a milestone that we
are now bringing FlixTrain to Bavaria and have thus connected all regions
of Germany to our train network,” said Schwammlein. The new service
is rounded off by the well-known routes Berlin - Cologne and Hamburg -
Cologne, starting as early as May 20th, and Berlin - Stuttgart, starting in
June. Tickets for the entire network, including the new routes, are already
available from EUR 4.99.

Overbooked is outdated: With FlixTrain, every passenger sits comfortably
All FlixTrain trains have a completely redesigned interior with new seats,
power outlets at the seat, modernized WCs and Wi-Fi technology including
free entertainment services. Furthermore, FlixTrain guarantees every
passenger a seat - at no extra charge.

FlixTrain launches biggest German expansion so far

The company is setting new standards for train travel and is set apart by
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